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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

IUC-GRR on behalf of Suver, Mike via IUC-GRR
iuc-grr@lists.service.ohio-state.edu; iucmedia@lists.service.ohio-state.edu
[IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 4:50:18 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
Hello everyone,
Governor DeWine has just signed HB244, the prohibit vaccine mandate bill. Today was the
last day to act before the bill became law without his signature, but the Governor opted to sign
it. It will take effect in 90 days.  
Mike
Get Outlook for Android

PRR22-03-08-297 000002

Erynn M Mumaw
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

IUC-GRR <iuc-grr-bounces+akers1=uakron.edu@lists.osu.edu> on behalf of Suver, Mike via IUCGRR <iuc-grr@lists.osu.edu>
Monday, August 2, 2021 10:20 AM
iucmedia@lists.service.ohio-state.edu; iuc-grr@lists.service.ohio-state.edu
[IUC-GRR] Mask question
COVID at Ohio colleges_ How they're handling masks, vaccines, tests - Dispatch 08-01-21.pdf; SB209
(134) As Introduced.pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
Hello everyone,
Please see the communication below from Cindy to the Student Affairs VPs, Key Contact Committee, and Reopen
Protocol Committee about mask requirements.
This issue is particularly pertinent given the introduction of Senate Bill 209 (Brenner), prohibit mask mandates, and with
the passage of HB244 – prohibit unapproved vaccine mandates.
The Student Affairs VPs (last email in the chain) have asked specifically about the mask policy on campus and possible
changes because of SB209. Those responses on policy or plan changes are being collected.
Also, please note Cindy’s reminder of current IUC practice – which is to share ahead of time pending announcements to
any change of COVID plans or policy on campus. Having this information ahead of time helps all institutions to be
prepared, react, and to respond to questions from the media, students, families, and others in the event of a plan/policy
change.
Thanks,
Mike
Mike Suver
Vice President, Government Relations
Inter‐University Council of Ohio
10 W. Broad St., Suite 450
Columbus, OH 43215
Phone: 614.464.1266
Fax: 614.464.9281

From: Iuc‐campus‐reopen‐protocol <iuc‐campus‐reopen‐protocol‐bounces@lists.osu.edu> On Behalf Of McQuade,
Cindy via Iuc‐campus‐reopen‐protocol
Sent: Monday, August 2, 2021 9:47 AM
To: iuc_sa@lists.service.ohio‐state.edu; IUC‐COVID key contacts listserv <iuc‐covd19@lists.osu.edu>; iuc‐campus‐
reopen‐protocol@lists.osu.edu
Subject: [Iuc‐campus‐reopen‐protocol] Mask question
To:
1
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IUC Student Affairs Committee
IUC COVID Key Contacts
IUC Campus COVID Protocol Group
The attached Dispatch artlcle (8‐1‐21) may help in sharing information about what Ohio colleges and universities are
planning for fall. Please share any errors or changes to the news article.
Reminder that the IUC COVID Key Contacts listserv was created for IUC members to share pending announcements re
COVID plans/actions, so that everyone has a heads up to prepare for potential calls from reporters/parents. So please
continue to notify each other of upcoming COVID‐related actions.
For your reference, here are IUC listserv addresses for these 3 groups:
Iuc‐covd19@lists.osu.edu Key Contacts
Iuc‐campus‐reopen‐protocol@lists.osu.edu Campus COVID Protocol Group
Iuc sa@lists.osu.edu Student Affairs VP Committee
Thanks,
Cindy

Cindy L. McQuade
Vice President, Operations
10 West Broad St, Columbus, OH 43215
Office: 614-464-1266 | Mobile: 614-668-0511

From: iuc_sa <iuc sa‐bounces@lists.osu.edu> On Behalf Of Taylor, Chris M via iuc_sa
Sent: Monday, August 2, 2021 9:05 AM
To: iuc sa@lists.service.ohio‐state.edu
Subject: Mask question
Good morning,
While I know there is a bill floating out there that may prevent it eventually, are any of your campuses considering going
back to mask mandates for all (as opposed to only non‐vaccinated)? Thanks in advance for your thoughts.
C

Chris Taylor, PhD
Dean of Students
Wright State University
937‐775‐2808
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COVID at Ohio colleges: How they're handling masks, vaccines, tests

EDUCATION

What COVID-19 guidelines can you
expect on Ohio's college campuses this
fall?
Sheridan Hendrix The Columbus Dispatch
Published 9:49 a.m. ET Jul. 28, 2021

Updated 5:35 a.m. ET Aug. 1, 2021

As life continues to unfold in this new season of the COVID 19 pandemic, Ohio's colleges and
universities are preparing to welcome students back with open — and less socially distanced
— arms this fall.
Some schools already announced plans for their return to campus in the fall before students
finished their exams this spring. But with guidance from the Ohio Department of Health and
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention being frequently updated, and Ohio
lawmakers trying to ban certain pandemic related mandates, many schools' plans already
have changed this summer.
What should college students expect on campus this fall? Will COVID 19 vaccines be
required? Will you need to wear a mask walking to class or in a lecture hall?
CDC mask recommendations: Here are the Ohio counties where the CDC urges COVID
19 vaccinated people to wear masks again
Below is a roundup of Ohio college and university COVID 19 protocols for this coming fall
semester, if available. This list was compiled before the CDC announced its most-recent
masking guidelines for vaccinated individuals. Check back with Dispatch.com as as more
updated information becomes available:

Bowling Green State University
Mask policy: Fully vaccinated individuals are not required to wear masks while on BGSU
campuses, unless they're indoors, in a group of 10 or more people or are unable to maintain 6
feet of distance from others. Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear masks whenever
https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/education/2021/07/28/covid-ohio-colleges-universities-handling-mask-mandates-vaccine-requirement/7775337002/
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they're around others on campus, both indoors and outdoors. Social distancing is
recommended.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccinations are encouraged but not required. BGSU
said it soon will announce a vaccination incentive program.
Testing: If someone at BGSU is fully vaccinated and has been exposed to an individual who
has tested positive for COVID-19, they do not need to stay away from others or get tested
unless they develop symptoms. BGSU does not plan to require testing for unvaccinated
students in the fall, but will offer rapid testing for all students, faculty and staff who may
need it, said Ben Batey, BGSU chief health officer.

Capital University
Mask policy: Capital's masking policy will reflect the current recommendations of the CDC.
Masks will not be required, indoors or out, for those who are fully vaccinated, but people are
encouraged to be sensitive that not everyone is comfortable with a fully maskless
environment, said university spokeswoman Denise Russell.
Unvaccinated people are expected to wear a mask and maintain 6 feet of physical distance
when indoors if not working alone in an office or cubicle.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccinations are encouraged but not required.
Testing: COVID testing will resume this fall and will be required for individuals who are not
vaccinated. The daily symptom tracking will still be required for everyone.

Cleveland State University
Mask policy: Fully vaccinated individuals are not required to wear masks indoors or
outdoors on campus or follow social distancing guidelines. Unvaccinated individuals are
required to continue wearing a mask on campus, as well as sign a social contract that says
you will commit to wearing a mask, social distance, seek medical attention if you develop
symptoms and abide by all CDC guidelines.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccinations will be required for all students living in
residence halls this fall, until House Bill 244 — which prevents public schools and
universities from requiring COVID-19 vaccines for students and staff until they receive full
U.S. Food and Drug Administration approval goes into effect.
h
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The university is still finalizing protocols on "the how” in terms of things like documentation
and exemptions, said university spokesman Dave Kielmeyer.
Testing: CSU will continue mandatory surveillance testing for unvaccinated students. At
least 5% of the unvaccinated student population will be tested each week. Vaccinated
individuals are exempt from testing.

Columbus College of Art & Design
Mask policy: Face masks are currently required for all individuals while indoors on CCAD’s
campus if you're outside of your private closed office or residence hall room. As of May 26,
masks are no longer required outdoors on campus. Those who are not fully vaccinated are
asked to maintain a social distance.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccinations are encouraged but not required.
Testing: CCAD does not currently plan to require quarantining or COVID-19 testing upon
students’ arrival to campus in the fall.

Columbus State Community College
Mask policy: Everyone on Columbus State's campus, vaccinated or not, is expected to
wear a mask while indoors on college property. Students taking in-person classes must also
continue to fill out a health assessment prior to arrival on campus.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccinations are encouraged but not required.
Testing: The college will not require students to be tested regularly.

Denison University
Mask policy: Face masks are optional for fully vaccinated individuals on campus. For
unvaccinated individuals, masks and social distancing are required.
Vaccine requirement: Denison University will require students to be vaccinated against
COVID-19 this fall. Vaccines are not required for employees but are recommended.
"As a fully residential university, where all students live together in communal dormitories
and apartments, all students are required to be fully vaccinated as to COVID-19 for the
h
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coming academic year or have an authorized exemption," said university spokeswoman
Ginny Sharkey on Thursday.
Testing: All students will be tested for COVID-19 before moving into residence halls.
Denison University has not yet released an updated student COVID-19 surveillance testing
plan for fall semester.

Franklin University
Mask policy: Face masks are optional for fully vaccinated individuals on campus. For
unvaccinated individuals, masks and social distancing are recommended.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: Franklin University students are not required to be regularly tested to attend in
person classes. More than 90% of the university's classes are held online.

Kent State University
Mask policy: Fully-vaccinated individuals do not need to wear face coverings on campus
except in health-care settings and on all forms of public transportation. Face masks are
recommended for people who are not fully vaccinated indoors and when they cannot
maintain social distancing outdoors.
Vaccine requirement: COVID 19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: Fully vaccinated students living in residence halls will be exempt from weekly
testing. Students living in dorms who are not fully vaccinated or exempt from testing will be
required to perform an at-home test one week before moving back to campus and must take
part in weekly COVID-19 testing.

Kenyon College
Mask policy: Fully vaccinated individuals are not required to mask indoors and outdoors
on Kenyon’s campus. Unvaccinated individuals are asked to continue wearing a mask and
practicing social distancing.
Vaccine requirement: Kenyon College is requiring its students to get a COVID 19
vaccine. Kenyon's policy went into effect in June for students living on campus this summer,
and spokeswoman Janet Marsden said there's been 100% compliance.

h
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Testing: Kenyon will not require regular COVID-19 testing for vaccinated individuals.

Miami University
Mask policy: Face masks are optional for fully vaccinated individuals on campus, but are
encouraged inside and around unvaccinated people. For unvaccinated individuals, masks
and social distancing are required.
Vaccine requirement: COVID 19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: Miami University has not yet released an updated COVID-19 testing plan for fall
semester.

Muskingum University
Mask policy: Face masks are optional for fully vaccinated individuals on campus. For
unvaccinated individuals, masks and social distancing are expected.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: COVID 19 surveillance testing will not be required for vaccinated individuals.
Regular surveillance testing will occur for unvaccinated people, and those
without a vaccination card must take an antigen test before the start of the semester.

Ohio Dominican University
Mask policy: Face masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on campus.
Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear face masks and social distance on campus.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: According to the university's COVID-19 FAQ website, it is unclear whether random
student COVID-19 testing will be required at any point during the 2021-22 academic year.

Ohio University
Mask policy: Individuals are not required to wear masks outdoors, regardless of
vaccination status. Unvaccinated individuals, however, are required to wear face masks and
social distance indoors.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.

h
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Testing: All students, staff and faculty are required to select a COVID-19 testing pathway
before the semester begins. Vaccinated students will not have to participate in surveillance
testing. Unvaccinated individuals will be required to get tested once a week.

Ohio State University
Mask policy: Masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on Ohio State’s
campuses except for in Wexner Medical Center clinical facilities, student health facilities and
on public transportation. Unvaccinated individuals are required to continue wearing masks
indoors and practice physical distancing at all times.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required. The
university announced a vaccination incentive program in early July to encourage students,
staff and faculty to get immunized. The university also is requiring students to share their
vaccination status by Aug. 5 so it can adjust testing schedules, quarantine requirements and
its overall response to the pandemic.
Testing: Ohio State is reducing the testing requirements for students who have been fully
vaccinated. For vaccinated students attending the Columbus campus or living in university
housing on any campus, COVID 19 testing will be required once a month or less, while
unvaccinated students will be tested once a week or more. Additionally, Ohio State students,
faculty and staff are no longer required to complete the daily health check when they are well.
All students living in university housing on any OSU campus, as well as sorority and
fraternity members on the Columbus campus, must complete an at-home COVID-19 test
within seven days before they return to school. All Columbus campus students and all
residential students at regional campuses are required to test for COVID 19 when they arrive.
Until students receive a negative test result, they are asked to wear a mask.

Ohio Wesleyan University
Mask policy: Face masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on campus.
Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear face masks and social distance on campus.
Vaccine requirement: Students are required to be vaccinated against COVID-19 for fall
semester. OWU employees are not required to be vaccinated.
Testing: Fully vaccinated individuals will not be subject to regular COVID-19 testing, but
surveillance testing will be required for those who are unvaccinated.
h
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Otterbein University
Mask policy: Face masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on campus.
Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear face masks and social distance on campus.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: Otterbein will require all unvaccinated students to be tested for COVID-19 when
they return to campus this fall. In addition to return-to-campus testing, the university will
continue surveillance testing of all unvaccinated students this fall. Fully vaccinated students
can opt out of return to campus testing and random asymptomatic testing. All individuals
regardless of vaccination status are required to do their daily health self-evaluations.

University of Akron
Mask policy: Face masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on campus,
except when inside Health Services, Speech and Audiology and on a campus shuttle.
Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear face masks and social distance on campus.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: University of Akron has not yet released an updated COVID-19 testing plan for fall
semester.

University of Cincinnati
Mask policy: Face masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on campus.
Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear face masks and social distance on campus.
Vaccine requirement: COVID 19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: Fully vaccinated students have the option to voluntarily submit COVID-19
vaccination documentation to be exempted from return to campus testing, as well as other
testing requirements. The university will conduct return-to-campus testing of students
moving into residence halls in August. Students may also submit proof of a negative PCR test
taken within one week prior to move-in.
The university will conduct regular COVID-19 surveillance testing this fall. Unvaccinated
students living in residence halls and students coming to UC campuses for in-person classes
h
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are required to be tested. Fully vaccinated students are exempt from regular COVID-19
testing if they submit proof of vaccination.

University of Dayton
Mask policy: Masks are generally not required, except in health care and other specialized
settings, according to UD's summer 2021 COVID-19 protocols. Unvaccinated individuals are
strongly encouraged to wear face coverings, especially indoors and in crowded settings.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: University of Dayton has not yet released an updated COVID 19 testing plan for fall
semester.

University of Toledo
Mask policy: Face masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on campus,
except when on university transportation. Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear face
masks and social distance on campus.
Vaccine requirement: COVID-19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: University of Toledo will continue to conduct random, weekly surveillance testing
for asymptomatic faculty, staff and students.

Youngstown State University
Mask policy: Face masks are not required for fully vaccinated individuals on campus.
Unvaccinated individuals are asked to wear face masks and social distance on campus.
Vaccine requirement: COVID 19 vaccines are encouraged but not required.
Testing: Youngstown State University has not yet released an updated COVID-19 testing
plan for fall semester.
shendrix@dispatch.com
@sheridan120
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As Introduced
134th General Assembly
Regular Session

S. B. No. 209

2021-2022
Senator Brenner

A BILL
To amend sections 3314.03, 3326.11, and 3328.24 and

1

to enact sections 3313.7117, 3345.0215, and

2

4101.17 of the Revised Code with regard to mask

3

mandates and facial covering requirements for

4

public schools, state institutions of higher

5

education, and businesses.

6

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3314.03, 3326.11, and 3328.24 be

7

amended and sections 3313.7117, 3345.0215, and 4101.17 of the

8

Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:

9

Sec. 3313.7117. Notwithstanding any provision of the

10

Revised Code or any order, rule, or other law to the contrary,

11

after the 2020-2021 school year, the state board of education,

12

the department of education, and the board of education of any

13

school district shall not require any individual, including

14

students, teachers, other school employees, and visitors, to

15

wear a facial covering to attend or participate in in-person

16

instruction, school-sponsored athletics, or another school-

17

sponsored extracurricular activity, or in any other place on

18

school premises, as defined in section 3313.77 of the Revised

19
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Code. An individual may choose to wear a facial covering but

20

shall not be required to do so.

21

Nothing in this section restricts a board of health of a

22

city or general health district or the authority having the

23

duties of a board of health under section 3709.05 of the Revised

24

Code, from taking action to prevent the spread of a communicable

25

or contagious disease.

26

Sec. 3314.03. A copy of every contract entered into under

27

this section shall be filed with the superintendent of public

28

instruction. The department of education shall make available on

29

its web site a copy of every approved, executed contract filed

30

with the superintendent under this section.

31

(A) Each contract entered into between a sponsor and the

32

governing authority of a community school shall specify the

33

following:

34

(1) That the school shall be established as either of the
following:

35
36

(a) A nonprofit corporation established under Chapter

37

1702. of the Revised Code, if established prior to April 8,

38

2003;

39
(b) A public benefit corporation established under Chapter

1702. of the Revised Code, if established after April 8, 2003.
(2) The education program of the school, including the

40
41
42

school's mission, the characteristics of the students the school

43

is expected to attract, the ages and grades of students, and the

44

focus of the curriculum;

45

(3) The academic goals to be achieved and the method of
measurement that will be used to determine progress toward those

46
47

PRR22-03-08-297 000014

S. B. No. 209
As Introduced

Page 3

goals, which shall include the statewide achievement

48

assessments;

49

(4) Performance standards, including but not limited to

50

all applicable report card measures set forth in section 3302.03

51

or 3314.017 of the Revised Code, by which the success of the

52

school will be evaluated by the sponsor;

53

(5) The admission standards of section 3314.06 of the

54

Revised Code and, if applicable, section 3314.061 of the Revised

55

Code;

56
(6)(a) Dismissal procedures;

57

(b) A requirement that the governing authority adopt an

58

attendance policy that includes a procedure for automatically

59

withdrawing a student from the school if the student without a

60

legitimate excuse fails to participate in seventy-two

61

consecutive hours of the learning opportunities offered to the

62

student.

63

(7) The ways by which the school will achieve racial and
ethnic balance reflective of the community it serves;
(8) Requirements for financial audits by the auditor of

64
65
66

state. The contract shall require financial records of the

67

school to be maintained in the same manner as are financial

68

records of school districts, pursuant to rules of the auditor of

69

state. Audits shall be conducted in accordance with section

70

117.10 of the Revised Code.

71

(9) An addendum to the contract outlining the facilities
to be used that contains at least the following information:
(a) A detailed description of each facility used for
instructional purposes;

72
73
74
75
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(b) The annual costs associated with leasing each facility
that are paid by or on behalf of the school;
(c) The annual mortgage principal and interest payments
that are paid by the school;
(d) The name of the lender or landlord, identified as
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76
77
78
79
80

such, and the lender's or landlord's relationship to the

81

operator, if any.

82

(10) Qualifications of teachers, including a requirement

83

that the school's classroom teachers be licensed in accordance

84

with sections 3319.22 to 3319.31 of the Revised Code, except

85

that a community school may engage noncertificated persons to

86

teach up to twelve hours or forty hours per week pursuant to

87

section 3319.301 of the Revised Code.

88

(11) That the school will comply with the following
requirements:

89
90

(a) The school will provide learning opportunities to a

91

minimum of twenty-five students for a minimum of nine hundred

92

twenty hours per school year.

93

(b) The governing authority will purchase liability

94

insurance, or otherwise provide for the potential liability of

95

the school.

96

(c) The school will be nonsectarian in its programs,

97

admission policies, employment practices, and all other

98

operations, and will not be operated by a sectarian school or

99

religious institution.

100

(d) The school will comply with sections 9.90, 9.91,

101

109.65, 121.22, 149.43, 2151.357, 2151.421, 2313.19, 3301.0710,

102

3301.0711, 3301.0712, 3301.0715, 3301.0729, 3301.948, 3313.472,

103
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3313.50, 3313.539, 3313.5310, 3313.608, 3313.609, 3313.6012,

104

3313.6013, 3313.6014, 3313.6015, 3313.6020, 3313.6024,

105

3313.6025, 3313.643, 3313.648, 3313.6411, 3313.66, 3313.661,

106

3313.662, 3313.666, 3313.667, 3313.668, 3313.669, 3313.6610,

107

3313.67, 3313.671, 3313.672, 3313.673, 3313.69, 3313.71,

108

3313.716, 3313.718, 3313.719, 3313.7112, 3313.7117, 3313.721,

109

3313.80, 3313.814, 3313.816, 3313.817, 3313.818, 3313.86,

110

3313.89, 3313.96, 3319.073, 3319.077, 3319.078, 3319.321,

111

3319.39, 3319.391, 3319.41, 3319.46, 3320.01, 3320.02, 3320.03,

112

3321.01, 3321.041, 3321.13, 3321.14, 3321.141, 3321.17, 3321.18,

113

3321.19, 3323.251, 3327.10, 4111.17, 4113.52, 5502.262, and

114

5705.391 and Chapters 117., 1347., 2744., 3365., 3742., 4112.,

115

4123., 4141., and 4167. of the Revised Code as if it were a

116

school district and will comply with section 3301.0714 of the

117

Revised Code in the manner specified in section 3314.17 of the

118

Revised Code.

119

(e) The school shall comply with Chapter 102. and section
2921.42 of the Revised Code.

120
121

(f) The school will comply with sections 3313.61,

122

3313.611, 3313.614, 3313.617, 3313.618, and 3313.6114 of the

123

Revised Code, except that for students who enter ninth grade for

124

the first time before July 1, 2010, the requirement in sections

125

3313.61 and 3313.611 of the Revised Code that a person must

126

successfully complete the curriculum in any high school prior to

127

receiving a high school diploma may be met by completing the

128

curriculum adopted by the governing authority of the community

129

school rather than the curriculum specified in Title XXXIII of

130

the Revised Code or any rules of the state board of education.

131

Beginning with students who enter ninth grade for the first time

132

on or after July 1, 2010, the requirement in sections 3313.61

133

and 3313.611 of the Revised Code that a person must successfully

134
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complete the curriculum of a high school prior to receiving a

135

high school diploma shall be met by completing the requirements

136

prescribed in division (C) of section 3313.603 of the Revised

137

Code, unless the person qualifies under division (D) or (F) of

138

that section. Each school shall comply with the plan for

139

awarding high school credit based on demonstration of subject

140

area competency, and beginning with the 2017-2018 school year,

141

with the updated plan that permits students enrolled in seventh

142

and eighth grade to meet curriculum requirements based on

143

subject area competency adopted by the state board of education

144

under divisions (J)(1) and (2) of section 3313.603 of the

145

Revised Code. Beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, the

146

school shall comply with the framework for granting units of

147

high school credit to students who demonstrate subject area

148

competency through work-based learning experiences, internships,

149

or cooperative education developed by the department under

150

division (J)(3) of section 3313.603 of the Revised Code.

151

(g) The school governing authority will submit within four

152

months after the end of each school year a report of its

153

activities and progress in meeting the goals and standards of

154

divisions (A)(3) and (4) of this section and its financial

155

status to the sponsor and the parents of all students enrolled

156

in the school.

157

(h) The school, unless it is an internet- or computer-

158

based community school, will comply with section 3313.801 of the

159

Revised Code as if it were a school district.

160

(i) If the school is the recipient of moneys from a grant

161

awarded under the federal race to the top program, Division (A),

162

Title XIV, Sections 14005 and 14006 of the "American Recovery

163

and Reinvestment Act of 2009," Pub. L. No. 111-5, 123 Stat. 115,

164
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the school will pay teachers based upon performance in

165

accordance with section 3317.141 and will comply with section

166

3319.111 of the Revised Code as if it were a school district.

167

(j) If the school operates a preschool program that is

168

licensed by the department of education under sections 3301.52

169

to 3301.59 of the Revised Code, the school shall comply with

170

sections 3301.50 to 3301.59 of the Revised Code and the minimum

171

standards for preschool programs prescribed in rules adopted by

172

the state board under section 3301.53 of the Revised Code.

173

(k) The school will comply with sections 3313.6021 and

174

3313.6023 of the Revised Code as if it were a school district

175

unless it is either of the following:

176

(i) An internet- or computer-based community school;

177

(ii) A community school in which a majority of the

178

enrolled students are children with disabilities as described in

179

division (A)(4)(b) of section 3314.35 of the Revised Code.

180

(l) The school will comply with section 3321.191 of the

181

Revised Code, unless it is an internet- or computer-based

182

community school that is subject to section 3314.261 of the

183

Revised Code.

184

(12) Arrangements for providing health and other benefits
to employees;
(13) The length of the contract, which shall begin at the

185
186
187

beginning of an academic year. No contract shall exceed five

188

years unless such contract has been renewed pursuant to division

189

(E) of this section.

190

(14) The governing authority of the school, which shall be
responsible for carrying out the provisions of the contract;

191
192
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193

for each year of the period of the contract and specifying the

194

total estimated per pupil expenditure amount for each such year.

195

(16) Requirements and procedures regarding the disposition

196

of employees of the school in the event the contract is

197

terminated or not renewed pursuant to section 3314.07 of the

198

Revised Code;

199

(17) Whether the school is to be created by converting all

200

or part of an existing public school or educational service

201

center building or is to be a new start-up school, and if it is

202

a converted public school or service center building,

203

specification of any duties or responsibilities of an employer

204

that the board of education or service center governing board

205

that operated the school or building before conversion is

206

delegating to the governing authority of the community school

207

with respect to all or any specified group of employees provided

208

the delegation is not prohibited by a collective bargaining

209

agreement applicable to such employees;

210

(18) Provisions establishing procedures for resolving

211

disputes or differences of opinion between the sponsor and the

212

governing authority of the community school;

213

(19) A provision requiring the governing authority to

214

adopt a policy regarding the admission of students who reside

215

outside the district in which the school is located. That policy

216

shall comply with the admissions procedures specified in

217

sections 3314.06 and 3314.061 of the Revised Code and, at the

218

sole discretion of the authority, shall do one of the following:

219

(a) Prohibit the enrollment of students who reside outside

220

the district in which the school is located;

221
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(b) Permit the enrollment of students who reside in

222

districts adjacent to the district in which the school is

223

located;

224

(c) Permit the enrollment of students who reside in any
other district in the state.
(20) A provision recognizing the authority of the

225
226
227

department of education to take over the sponsorship of the

228

school in accordance with the provisions of division (C) of

229

section 3314.015 of the Revised Code;

230

(21) A provision recognizing the sponsor's authority to

231

assume the operation of a school under the conditions specified

232

in division (B) of section 3314.073 of the Revised Code;

233

(22) A provision recognizing both of the following:

234

(a) The authority of public health and safety officials to

235

inspect the facilities of the school and to order the facilities

236

closed if those officials find that the facilities are not in

237

compliance with health and safety laws and regulations;

238

(b) The authority of the department of education as the

239

community school oversight body to suspend the operation of the

240

school under section 3314.072 of the Revised Code if the

241

department has evidence of conditions or violations of law at

242

the school that pose an imminent danger to the health and safety

243

of the school's students and employees and the sponsor refuses

244

to take such action.

245

(23) A description of the learning opportunities that will

246

be offered to students including both classroom-based and non-

247

classroom-based learning opportunities that is in compliance

248

with criteria for student participation established by the

249

department under division (H)(2) of section 3314.08 of the

250
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251

(24) The school will comply with sections 3302.04 and

252

3302.041 of the Revised Code, except that any action required to

253

be taken by a school district pursuant to those sections shall

254

be taken by the sponsor of the school. However, the sponsor

255

shall not be required to take any action described in division

256

(F) of section 3302.04 of the Revised Code.

257

(25) Beginning in the 2006-2007 school year, the school

258

will open for operation not later than the thirtieth day of

259

September each school year, unless the mission of the school as

260

specified under division (A)(2) of this section is solely to

261

serve dropouts. In its initial year of operation, if the school

262

fails to open by the thirtieth day of September, or within one

263

year after the adoption of the contract pursuant to division (D)

264

of section 3314.02 of the Revised Code if the mission of the

265

school is solely to serve dropouts, the contract shall be void.

266

(26) Whether the school's governing authority is planning

267

to seek designation for the school as a STEM school equivalent

268

under section 3326.032 of the Revised Code;

269

(27) That the school's attendance and participation
policies will be available for public inspection;

270
271

(28) That the school's attendance and participation

272

records shall be made available to the department of education,

273

auditor of state, and school's sponsor to the extent permitted

274

under and in accordance with the "Family Educational Rights and

275

Privacy Act of 1974," 88 Stat. 571, 20 U.S.C. 1232g, as amended,

276

and any regulations promulgated under that act, and section

277

3319.321 of the Revised Code;

278

(29) If a school operates using the blended learning

279
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model, as defined in section 3301.079 of the Revised Code, all

280

of the following information:

281

(a) An indication of what blended learning model or models
will be used;
(b) A description of how student instructional needs will
be determined and documented;

282
283
284
285

(c) The method to be used for determining competency,

286

granting credit, and promoting students to a higher grade level;

287

(d) The school's attendance requirements, including how

288

the school will document participation in learning

289

opportunities;

290

(e) A statement describing how student progress will be
monitored;
(f) A statement describing how private student data will
be protected;
(g) A description of the professional development
activities that will be offered to teachers.
(30) A provision requiring that all moneys the school's

291
292
293
294
295
296
297

operator loans to the school, including facilities loans or cash

298

flow assistance, must be accounted for, documented, and bear

299

interest at a fair market rate;

300

(31) A provision requiring that, if the governing

301

authority contracts with an attorney, accountant, or entity

302

specializing in audits, the attorney, accountant, or entity

303

shall be independent from the operator with which the school has

304

contracted.

305

(32) A provision requiring the governing authority to

306
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adopt an enrollment and attendance policy that requires a

307

student's parent to notify the community school in which the

308

student is enrolled when there is a change in the location of

309

the parent's or student's primary residence.

310

(33) A provision requiring the governing authority to

311

adopt a student residence and address verification policy for

312

students enrolling in or attending the school.

313

(B) The community school shall also submit to the sponsor

314

a comprehensive plan for the school. The plan shall specify the

315

following:

316

(1) The process by which the governing authority of the
school will be selected in the future;

317
318

(2) The management and administration of the school;

319

(3) If the community school is a currently existing public

320

school or educational service center building, alternative

321

arrangements for current public school students who choose not

322

to attend the converted school and for teachers who choose not

323

to teach in the school or building after conversion;

324

(4) The instructional program and educational philosophy
of the school;

325
326

(5) Internal financial controls.

327

When submitting the plan under this division, the school

328

shall also submit copies of all policies and procedures

329

regarding internal financial controls adopted by the governing

330

authority of the school.

331

(C) A contract entered into under section 3314.02 of the

332

Revised Code between a sponsor and the governing authority of a

333

community school may provide for the community school governing

334
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authority to make payments to the sponsor, which is hereby

335

authorized to receive such payments as set forth in the contract

336

between the governing authority and the sponsor. The total

337

amount of such payments for monitoring, oversight, and technical

338

assistance of the school shall not exceed three per cent of the

339

total amount of payments for operating expenses that the school

340

receives from the state.

341

(D) The contract shall specify the duties of the sponsor

342

which shall be in accordance with the written agreement entered

343

into with the department of education under division (B) of

344

section 3314.015 of the Revised Code and shall include the

345

following:

346

(1) Monitor the community school's compliance with all

347

laws applicable to the school and with the terms of the

348

contract;

349

(2) Monitor and evaluate the academic and fiscal

350

performance and the organization and operation of the community

351

school on at least an annual basis;

352

(3) Report on an annual basis the results of the

353

evaluation conducted under division (D)(2) of this section to

354

the department of education and to the parents of students

355

enrolled in the community school;

356

(4) Provide technical assistance to the community school

357

in complying with laws applicable to the school and terms of the

358

contract;

359

(5) Take steps to intervene in the school's operation to

360

correct problems in the school's overall performance, declare

361

the school to be on probationary status pursuant to section

362

3314.073 of the Revised Code, suspend the operation of the

363
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school pursuant to section 3314.072 of the Revised Code, or

364

terminate the contract of the school pursuant to section 3314.07

365

of the Revised Code as determined necessary by the sponsor;

366

(6) Have in place a plan of action to be undertaken in the

367

event the community school experiences financial difficulties or

368

closes prior to the end of a school year.

369

(E) Upon the expiration of a contract entered into under

370

this section, the sponsor of a community school may, with the

371

approval of the governing authority of the school, renew that

372

contract for a period of time determined by the sponsor, but not

373

ending earlier than the end of any school year, if the sponsor

374

finds that the school's compliance with applicable laws and

375

terms of the contract and the school's progress in meeting the

376

academic goals prescribed in the contract have been

377

satisfactory. Any contract that is renewed under this division

378

remains subject to the provisions of sections 3314.07, 3314.072,

379

and 3314.073 of the Revised Code.

380

(F) If a community school fails to open for operation

381

within one year after the contract entered into under this

382

section is adopted pursuant to division (D) of section 3314.02

383

of the Revised Code or permanently closes prior to the

384

expiration of the contract, the contract shall be void and the

385

school shall not enter into a contract with any other sponsor. A

386

school shall not be considered permanently closed because the

387

operations of the school have been suspended pursuant to section

388

3314.072 of the Revised Code.

389

Sec. 3326.11. Each science, technology, engineering, and

390

mathematics school established under this chapter and its

391

governing body shall comply with sections 9.90, 9.91, 109.65,

392

121.22, 149.43, 2151.357, 2151.421, 2313.19, 2921.42, 2921.43,

393
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3301.0714, 3301.0715, 3301.0729, 3301.948, 3313.14, 3313.15,

394

3313.16, 3313.18, 3313.201, 3313.26, 3313.472, 3313.48,

395

3313.481, 3313.482, 3313.50, 3313.539, 3313.5310, 3313.608,

396

3313.6012, 3313.6013, 3313.6014, 3313.6015, 3313.6020,

397

3313.6021, 3313.6024, 3313.6025, 3313.61, 3313.611, 3313.614,

398

3313.615, 3313.617, 3313.618, 3313.6114, 3313.643, 3313.648,

399

3313.6411, 3313.66, 3313.661, 3313.662, 3313.666, 3313.667,

400

3313.668, 3313.669, 3313.6610, 3313.67, 3313.671, 3313.672,

401

3313.673, 3313.69, 3313.71, 3313.716, 3313.718, 3313.719,

402

3313.7112, 3313.7117, 3313.721, 3313.80, 3313.801, 3313.814,

403

3313.816, 3313.817, 3313.818, 3313.86, 3313.89, 3313.96,

404

3319.073, 3319.077, 3319.078, 3319.21, 3319.32, 3319.321,

405

3319.35, 3319.39, 3319.391, 3319.41, 3319.45, 3319.46, 3320.01,

406

3320.02, 3320.03, 3321.01, 3321.041, 3321.05, 3321.13, 3321.14,

407

3321.141, 3321.17, 3321.18, 3321.19, 3321.191, 3323.251,

408

3327.10, 4111.17, 4113.52, 5502.262, and 5705.391 and Chapters

409

102., 117., 1347., 2744., 3307., 3309., 3365., 3742., 4112.,

410

4123., 4141., and 4167. of the Revised Code as if it were a

411

school district.

412

Sec. 3328.24. A college-preparatory boarding school

413

established under this chapter and its board of trustees shall

414

comply with sections 102.02, 3301.0710, 3301.0711, 3301.0712,

415

3301.0714, 3301.0729, 3301.948, 3313.6013, 3313.6021, 3313.6024,

416

3313.6025, 3313.617, 3313.618, 3313.6114, 3313.6411, 3313.668,

417

3313.669, 3313.6610, 3313.7112, 3313.7117, 3313.721, 3313.89,

418

3319.073, 3319.077, 3319.078, 3319.39, 3319.391, 3319.46,

419

3320.01, 3320.02, 3320.03, 3323.251, and 5502.262, and Chapter

420

3365. of the Revised Code as if the school were a school

421

district and the school's board of trustees were a district

422

board of education.

423

Sec. 3345.0215. (A) Notwithstanding any provision of the

424
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Revised Code or any order, rule, or other law to the contrary,

425

after the 2020-2021 academic year, no state institution of

426

higher education, as defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised

427

Code, shall require an individual to wear a facial covering to

428

attend or participate in in-person instruction, institution-

429

sponsored athletics, institution-sponsored extracurricular

430

activities, in dormitories, or at any other time in any location

431

on an institution's or university's campus. An individual may

432

choose to wear a facial covering but shall not be required to do

433

so.

434
(B) The requirements prescribed in division (A) of this

435

section do not apply to an individual in a medical setting at a

436

state institution of higher education.

437

Nothing in this section restricts a board of health of a

438

city or general health district or the authority having the

439

duties of a board of health under section 3709.05 of the Revised

440

Code, from taking action to prevent the spread of a communicable

441

or contagious disease.

442

Sec. 4101.17. If any business elects to require the

443

wearing of facial coverings by employees, visitors, and patrons

444

while on the business's premises, the business shall post notice

445

of the requirement in a conspicuous place. The notice shall

446

state that an exemption to the requirement exists for

447

individuals that have a documented medical condition that

448

contraindicates the wearing of a facial covering.

449

Section 2. That existing sections 3314.03, 3326.11, and
3328.24 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
Section 3. The General Assembly, applying the principle
stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that

450
451
452
453
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amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of

454

simultaneous operation, finds that the following sections,

455

presented in this act as composites of the sections as amended

456

by the acts indicated, are the resulting versions of the

457

sections in effect prior to the effective date of the sections

458

as presented in this act:

459

Section 3314.03 of the Revised Code as amended by H.B.

460

123, H.B. 164, H.B. 166, H.B. 409, H.B. 436, S.B. 68, and S.B.

461

89, all of the 133rd General Assembly.

462

Section 3326.11 of the Revised Code as amended by H.B.

463

123, H.B. 164, H.B. 166, H.B. 436, and S.B. 68, all of the 133rd

464

General Assembly.

465

Section 3328.24 of the Revised Code as amended by H.B.

466

123, H.B. 164, H.B. 166, H.B. 436, and S.B. 68, all of the 133rd

467

General Assembly.

468
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Hello Kristin,
I attached a briefing document on next week’s dinner with Bryan Williams. I can provide a more indepth legislative overview of the fall if needed, but I think my summary under the event purpose
provides a good description of some legislative issues, and I think this conversation will be more
about overall strategy, communication style, and issues that the University and Legislature may see
differently than looking in-depth at specific pieces of legislation.
Thanks
Matt
Matthew P. Akers, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President for Government Relations
Associate Director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics
The University of Akron
Buchtel Hall 217
Akron, OH 44325-4702
Office: 330.972.4933
Mobile: 330.416.1988
Email: akers1@uakron.edu
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Event Summary & Briefing Document
Use this document to create an event summary, outlining the most important. Be as complete as possible.
Tab to advance from one field to the next. Please return the completed to Linda Malachin at
malachi@uakron.edu at least 7 days prior to the event date.

Event Name:

Dinner with Bryan Williams and Matt Akers

Date:

Wednesday, July 21, 2021

Time:

5:00 PM

Location:
Primary Contact:

name, title, e-mail, cell

Secondary Contact:

name, title, e-mail, cell

Event Purpose:

(be as detailed as possible)

Guests:

number expected
and description, e.g. cabinet
members, directors, etc.
(attach copy of RSVP list)

Event Details:

i.e. when guests will begin
arriving, be greeted and
given nametags, program
start time, bulleted list of
speakers and their roles, etc
(attach copy of event
agenda, if any)

Menu
Suggested Attire:

recommendation on attire
for guests or participants,
if any

Parking, Admission:

i.e., tickets or
parking pass required
(note location of parking)

The Diamond Grille (77 W. Market St. Akron, Ohio 44308
Matt Akers, Special Assistant to the President for Government Relations,
akers1@uakron.edu; 330-416-1988
-The idea for this meeting orginated during a conversation between President
Miller and Matt Akers about how public higher education in general and UA in
particular can better communciate its needs and challenges to the Ohio
Legislature. Bryan Williams, as a board of trustee member at UA, understands
higher ed, but he also understands the dominant party in Columbus and can
help us understand how best to frame our needs and concerns to the
Legislature. There are a number of specific bills/issues that will likely be
addressed this fall that have implications for higher ed: HB244: Prohibits
universities to prohibit non FDA-approved vaccines for college students--will
become law in early October; SB135: Senator Cirino's Higher Education Reform
Bill (several parts made it into the budget, but he has indicated he will take up
other parts of it this fall); HB327: Prohibits universities from teaching divisive
concepts--commonly known as a critical race theory bill; and HB61 "Save
Women's Sports Act)--commonly known as a bill that attempts to restrict
transgender athletes from competing in women's sports. We need to better
understand how to talk about these issues and others with the legislature.
Three: President Miller, Trustee Bryan Williams, Matt Akers

The reservation is under "Gary Miller"

The Diamond Grille is known for its steaks and seafood. The dinner menu can
be found at http://www.diamondgrille.com/dinner
Business

Parking is off of West Market

Additional
information:

--

Photographer:

--

comments, special
considerations,
or issues, if any
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University Communications &
Marketing offers services for
high-profile events. If unable to
cover the event, a list of
freelance photographers will be
provided.

Funding Source:

--

Role of President, President Miller will lead the discussion about how we can better communicate
Provost, other with the Ohio Legislature about issues that impact us and higher ed.
dignitaries, if any:

i.e. welcome, main speaker,
participant, mingle with guests
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Kim Bebout
Matthew Paul Akers
Correct Legislative Report
Monday, August 30, 2021 10:56:13 AM
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
Attached is your weekly report. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you,

Kim Bebout

Client Service Coordinator
Sean P. Dunn & Associates LLC
Phone: 614-228-9800
37 W. Broad St., Ste. 325
Columbus, OH 43215
www.spdunn.com
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - House Health, (Sixth Hearing)
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HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)

To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)
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To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
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SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)
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Regency on Monday and Tuesday, Oct. 18-19, and will include a day and a half of training.
CENSUS
The U.S. Census Bureau released the "Business Dynamics Statistics (BDS) Explorer version 1.0" recently, which provides access to the
entire BDS dataset through line charts, bar charts and thematic maps. It also provides an intuitive dashboard allowing for construction
of tables and charts to compare and rank measures of business dynamism such as employment, job creation and destruction. The
dashboard also tracks firm births and deaths across a wide range of establishment and firm characteristics, according to the Census.
The tool is available at https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/bds-explorer.html.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
Central Ohio government and health leaders described Wednesday the next phase of their work to keep more babies alive through
their first birthdays, with a greater focus on the factors that have driven higher mortality rates among infants of color. Columbus
Mayor Andrew Ginther set the stage for the discussion at the Columbus Metropolitan Club, noting that the city's infant mortality rate
has decreased from 8.4 to 6.7 per 1,000 births since 2014, but Black babies suffer a 3-1 disparity in death rates. Maureen Stapleton,
executive director of CelebrateOne, which spearheads the city's response to the issue, said lowering the
overall rate and eliminating the disparities have been priority goals since the organization was founded several years ago.
CORONAVIRUS
The federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced its full approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine Monday,
potentially leading to an increase in vaccination rates and making it easier for schools and universities to implement vaccine
mandates. The Pfizer vaccine, which will now be marketed as Comirnaty, is the first vaccine to receive full FDA approval for use against
COVID-19. It first received emergency use authorization (EUA) in December 2020 and applied for full approval in May. The vaccine
was fully approved for people 16 years of age and older, and remains available under EUA for those 12 to
15 years old. Gov. Mike DeWine, who has been vocal in pushing for full approval of the Pfizer vaccine, reacted to the news in a Tweet,
writing "The @US_FDA granting full approval to Pfizer's #COVID19 vaccine for those 16+ is good news! With this strong
endorsement, we hope to see many more Ohioans get vaccinated to protect themselves and others. #InThisTogetherOhio
#GetTheShot"
According to the Ohio Department of Health's (ODH) coronavirus cases in Ohio kept increasing over the week with on 5,395
COVID-19 cases reported in the last 24 hours on Thursday. That's the highest number of daily cases since Jan. 28, when the state
reported 5,432. ODH also reported 182 hospitalizations and 15 intensive care unit (ICU) admissions in the last 24 hours, both of which
were higher than their respective 21-day averages of 129 and 11.
Ohio State University (OSU) President Kristina M. Johnson announced Tuesday the university will require every student, faculty and
staff member to be vaccinated against COVID-19. Noting the resurgence of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations driven by the Delta
variant, particularly among young people, Johnson wrote in an email to the OSU community that, "Ohio State will now require every
student, faculty and staff member to be vaccinated against COVID-19. The university is taking this step because vaccines are the safest
and most effective form of protection against COVID-19. We are focused on enhancing the health and safety of our community. This
step will increase our ability to support our students in continuing their educational experiences as well as help protect our current
and the state's future workforce."
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Ohio Tax Credit Authority Monday announced a total of eight Job Creation Tax Credits that are intended to spur 1,105 new jobs
representing $57 million in new payroll and more than $281 million in total investment, while retaining another 912 jobs statewide.
ECONOMY
A survey of Ohio economists released by the public policy group Scioto Analysis shows that only five of the 24 respondents agree
state spending cuts during the pandemic will lead to more economic growth in the state. They were asked if the "DeWine
administration's decision in 2020 to cut spending rather than use 'Rainy Day' budget stabilization funds during the pandemic will lead
to more economic growth for Ohio in the long run," with 16 economists disagreeing or strongly disagreeing while three were
uncertain or had no opinion.
EDUCATION
The State Board of Education affirmed its leadership's recommendation Monday by appointing Stephanie Siddens, a longtime Ohio
Department of Education (ODE) official, as the interim superintendent, but with some debate about the role of the board's strategic
plan that showcased divisions among board members. Siddens is a 15-year veteran of ODE who serves as senior executive director of
the Center for Student Supports. She now is in line to become interim superintendent once Superintendent Paolo DeMaria retires
near the end of September, replacing Deputy Superintendent John Richard. The board had voted to name Richard interim
superintendent, but he soon after announced plans to leave the department shortly after DeMaria does. Board President Laura Kohler
said last week she and Vice President Charlotte McGuire intended to recommend Siddens.
A 2018 trial court ruling that then-Attorney General Mike DeWine cited in launching a case against ECOT founder William Lager was
partly affirmed on appeal, though the charter school officials implicated in the case are asking for Supreme Court review. In Sun
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Building Limited Partnership et al v. Value Learning & Teaching Academy et al, the Hamilton County Common Pleas Court found
family members who ran and worked for a Cincinnati charter school must forfeit their wages because of improper interests in school
operations. Valerie Lee founded and served as superintendent of Value Learning & Teaching Academy (VLT), while husband Clyde Lee
was project manager and daughter Echole Harris held various other positions at the school. Meanwhile, CEED Inc., a janitorial and
maintenance services firm with multiple contracts with the school, was owned by Clyde Lee.
As the General Assembly's summer recess nears an end, educators from across Ohio joined together Tuesday evening to speak out
against two bills pending in the Ohio Statehouse that would ban the teaching of "divisive concepts." HB322 (Jones) and HB327
(Grendell-Fowler Arthur) had their first hearings in June in the House State and Local Government Committee. Both bills would ban
the teaching of certain "divisive concepts" dealing with race and sex in public schools, though HB327 is the broader of the two -applying also to public higher education institutions, political subdivisions and state agencies.
Rep. Don Jones (R-Freeport) said his proposal is necessary to combat "critical race theory" when he introduced the bill in May, and
both bills have been referenced in many of the discussions on critical race theory over the summer. During the virtual "Speak Out for
Honesty in Education" event hosted by Innovation Ohio and the Ohio Federation of Teachers (OFT), about 20 current and former
educators expressed fears about how the bills would affect education in Ohio if they were passed.
ELECTIONS 2021
The congressional campaign of Democrat Allison Russo released a letter Thursday sent to Republican Mike Carey's campaign that
proposes four debates between the two candidates before November's 15th Congressional District election. The letter referenced a
proposed upcoming debate hosted by Columbus television station WCMH that Russo has agreed to participate in, and said the Russo
campaign is ready to negotiate on three other debates as well.
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- Sen. Bob Peterson (R-Sabina) endorsed Mike Carey, his former primary opponent, for Congress.
- The congressional campaign of Allison Russo announced the endorsement of U.S. Rep. Joyce Beatty (D-Columbus).
ELECTIONS 2022
Former Rep. John Adams, a Republican who served four terms in the Ohio House, has launched a campaign for secretary of state,
setting up a primary with current Secretary of State Frank LaRose, who is running for re-election. Adams outlined his platform in
interviews with Ohio media outlets, saying he has concerns with the legitimacy of the 2020 presidential election, and criticizing LaRose
for supporting the postponement of last year's primary election.
The Center for Christian Virtue (CCV) announced it will be hosting a forum with candidates for the U.S. Senate in October. The event,
titled "American Leadership Forum: An evening with the Ohio candidates for U.S. Senate," will be held on Sunday, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m. at
Genoa Church in Westerville. It will be moderated by talk show host and author Hugh Hewitt. CCV said the candidates will be asked
where they stand on issues that "matter to pro-life, pro-family, and pro-freedom voters."
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The Senate campaign of J.D. Vance announced the endorsement of former National Security Advisory Robert O'Brien and of former
U.S. EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler.
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) said Friday that Ohio's unemployment rate was 5.4 percent in July, up from
5.2 percent in June. The number of nonagricultural wage and salary jobs rose by 19,200 over the month, from a revised 5,321,700 in
June to 5,340,900 in July. ODJFS said the number of workers unemployed in July was 301,000, up from 291,000 in June. This number
has decreased by 235,000 in the past 12 months, down from 536,000 in July 2020 when the unemployment rate was 9.3 percent.
Ohio's unemployment rate for July 2021 matched the national rate, which decreased from 5 9 percent in June.
ENERGY
Two of the nation's top shale oil and gas producers Friday slammed PJM Interconnection's proposed exemption of certain energy
"policy preferences" from its minimum offer price rule (MOPR) -- an actual-cost requirement which federal regulators ordered the
13-state body encompassing Ohio to expand to renewables and other subsidized generation during the Trump administration. Ohio
and Pennsylvania have filed a joint "protest" with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) opposing PJM's
July 30 proposal to exempt "legacy" generation policies from real-cost minimum pricing. Rather than referring to older forms of
electric generation, the country's largest regional transmission organization (RTO) defines such policies as "any legislative, executive
or regulatory action that specifically directs a payment outside of PJM markets [or competitive pricing] to a designated or prospective
generation capacity resource, and the enactment of such action predates Oct. 1, 2021."
FEDERAL
The White House announced that it has reopened its public comment line. The number is 202-456-1111 and will be open for
comment Tuesday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. ET. In addition, the following website provides information about
additional ways to contact the White House by mailing in comments or emailing them: https://www.whitehouse.gov/get-involved
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/write-or-call/.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
The House Health Committee Tuesday heard more than four hours of testimony and received testimony from more than 1,000
witnesses on both sides of legislation that would bar vaccine mandates by public and private entities as hundreds of supporters of the
bill protested vaccine mandates outside of the Statehouse. What happens next with HB248 (Gross) is up to Republican leadership,
Chairman Scott Lipps (R-Franklin) indicated, saying he hopes to be able to move forward with amendments to the bill when the House
reconvenes next month. House Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima) had announced Monday that the bill would be paused after Tuesday's
hearing as they discuss next steps. The bill has been controversial since its introduction, with proponents calling for personal freedom
and the ability to make their own choices when it comes to taking the vaccine, while opponents said it will hamper the ability to
respond and
control infectious diseases, especially at a time when the Delta variant of COVID-19 has led to a spike in cases across the country,
including in Ohio.
GOVERNOR
Amid news Thursday of an attack at the Kabul airport in Afghanistan that killed U.S. military servicemembers and many others during
evacuation efforts there, Gov. Mike DeWine issued the following statement: "I have heard the very sad news coming out of
Afghanistan today and want to express on behalf of all Ohioans our deepest sympathy to the service men and women and the
families of the injured and those who have lost their lives. This is a terrible tragedy. … At a time when we first went into Afghanistan, it
was used as the place in the world where terrorists could gather and find safe harbor. We made the decision to go in there right after
9-11.The fact that we are safe in the U.S. is a direct result of what they did. I want those families to understand that. We thank them
and we thank the men and women who came home. What you did made a difference."
GREAT LAKES
The City Club of Cleveland held its annual "State of the Great Lakes" forum with a discussion on legal avenues for preserving bodies of
water like the Great Lakes. The event featured Kelsey Leonard, a legal scholar and assistant professor in the School of Environment,
Resources, and Sustainability at the University of Waterloo. Leonard, a member of the Shinnecock Indian Nation, discussed the
possibility of
extended "legal personhood" to bodies of water in order to preserve them. While the concept of legal personhood for water may
seem radical to non-Native people, Leonard explained it is a core teaching for many Indigenous people who see water as a "living
relation."
Congress should create a "Great Lakes Authority" to help Midwestern states compete with entities like the Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA) and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Toledo) said Thursday. "I have been struck by how our region
actually is missing from most of the federal ongoing economic development instrumentalities that have helped grow other regions of
the country," Kaptur said during a presentation at the virtual Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative annual meeting.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
An unseasonable increase in respiratory illnesses -- including rhinovirus, parainfluenza, RSV and COVID-19 -- are pushing Ohio
children's hospitals toward a "perilous situation," Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Director Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff said Monday.
Vanderhoff said during a Zoom press conference that, "The Ohio Children's Hospital Association has reported that they are seeing a
wave of respiratory viruses and illnesses typically seen in winter, rather than summer." He said the increases in RSV and COVID-19 are
particularly concerning, noting RSV can be extremely harmful for young children.
Three of OhioHealth's 12 hospitals are once again suspending elective procedures as the coronavirus continues to spread across the
state. "Due to the upward trend in COVID-19 hospitalizations throughout Ohio, some OhioHealth hospitals will temporarily pause
elective surgeries that require an overnight stay to free up staff and hospital capacity. Due to the fluid nature of this fourth surge, we
will continually monitor capacity and pause or resume elective surgeries with an overnight stay as needed," OhioHealth said.
HIGHER EDUCATION
The Ohio State University (OSU) Board of Trustees approved a raise and bonus for university president Kristina Johnson. Recounting
her leadership in her first full year at Ohio State amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the board approved a three percent increase, or
$27,000, of Johnson's base salary of $900,000. The increase is consistent with the pay raise framework in the university's Annual Merit
Compensation Process for faculty and staff, OSU said. The president also received an award for "achieving and exceeding
performance goals" set at 35 percent of her base salary, or $263,500, which the board said is for Johnson's "steadfast leadership
throughout an unpredictable year." The award is pro-rated based on Johnson's start date. In addition to her base pay, Johnson also
receives $200,000 for her university retirement account annually, $50,000 annually to support her research and education and an
$85,000 annual allowance for other expenses such as an automobile or tax planning services.
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) announced that the office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) has retroactively waived interest
on loans held by more than 47,000 current and former active-duty service members. The department said the action was made
possible by a data-matching agreement with the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) that substantially improves access to a student
loan interest-waiver benefit for many service members with federal student loans.
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The Big 10 Conference said on Monday that it "has determined that if one of its member institutions is unable to play a conference
contest due to COVID-19, that contest shall be declared a forfeit and will not be rescheduled. That contest shall be considered a loss
for the team impacted by COVID-19 and a win for its opponent in the conference standings," the Big 10 continued. "If both of the two
competing teams are unable to participate in a scheduled conference competition due to COVID-19 and as a result the competition is
unable to occur on the calendar day on which it is scheduled, the competition shall be considered a 'no contest.'" The policy was
effective immediately.
Youngstown State University (YSU) received a $5 million donation to its "We See Tomorrow" fundraising campaign. The gift total
matches the largest donation in YSU's 113-year history. The university said the new building housing the Excellence Training Center
(ETC) on the YSU campus is being named in honor of Dr. Chander M. Kohli, a local neurosurgeon and former chair of the YSU Board of
Trustees, and his wife, Karen, in recognition of their donation.
JUDICIAL
Effective Wednesday, Sept. 1, lawyers admitted to the bar in other states will be allowed to provide remote legal services to Ohio.
Amendments to the Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct and Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio recognize that, due to
technology, "an attorney can practice the law of his or her own state from anywhere."
Municipalities across Ohio have a major stake in a federal class action complaint seeking millions of dollars in "video" franchise fees
from Netflix, Hulu and other potential content providers that currently do not pay the service tariff imposed on cable and broadcast
TV. The Ohio Municipal Leagues (OML) says they should -- affecting hundreds of budget-conscious cities and villages should the
lawsuit prevail. The state and its 88 counties, however, also have a stake in Maple Heights v. Netflix, the nation's top streaming service
and Hulu note. Netflix itself pays a sales tax of 5.75 percent to the state and between .75 -2 25 percent to various counties but would
be exempted from those charges if it instead were required to pay up to 5 percent in franchise fees to local communities.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Three regions of the state including Central, Northeast and Southwest Ohio are due pay hikes for elected county officials, and some
are wondering how the federal government's busted due date for census results -- which determine county salaries -- could affect
their income not only in 2021 but also in 2020.
Elected officials receive a pay increase -- or a pay cut, the County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO) points out -- when a
county's population changes under one of six compensation "classes" detailed in Ohio Revised Code Section 325. Affected offices
include county commissioners, prosecutors, auditors, treasurers, sheriffs, engineers, coroners, court clerks and recorders.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
Attorney General Dave Yost Friday has certified the summary language for a proposed initiated statute that would legalize marijuana
use in the state for all adults that is being proposed by the Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol (CRMLA). A previous iteration
of the summary had been rejected by the AG's office which said it was not a "fair and truthful representation of the proposed statute."
Now, the proposed statute heads to the Ohio Ballot Board which must determine whether the proposal contains a single law or
multiple laws. If the ballot board certifies the petition, the petitioners must collect signatures from registered voters equal to at least 3
percent of the votes cast in the last gubernatorial election or at least 132,887 valid signatures. In addition, those signatures must come
from voters in at least 44 of Ohio's 88 counties and, for each of those counties, the number must equal at least 1.5 percent of
the votes cast in the last gubernatorial election.
MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM
Citing the effects of the lingering COVID pandemic, the Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) said Wednesday its restructured
managed care program will start July 1, 2022 rather than January. The earlier goal "did not anticipate the persistence of COVID-19 and
its impact on individuals served by the program and their providers," the agency said. ODM Director Maureen Corcoran explained
that, "A July 2022 go-live gives us time to support and inform our members about the new program, to work with community leaders,
and respond to the feedback received from the plans and providers." Ohio will have seven managed care plans for Medicaid
beneficiaries under the new structure, as well as a specialty plan for children with complex needs, OhioRISE. The administration also
selected a single pharmacy benefit manager (PBM) for all of Medicaid, and other specialized vendors to provide additional oversight
on drug pricing and handle provider credentialing, for example.
MENTAL HEALTH
A new study comparing adolescent suicide rates with the availability of mental health services has found that more resources may
contribute to fewer suicides, but don't appear to have any role in reducing suicides involving firearms. The findings support efforts to
bolster mental health services by increasing providers and reducing wait times where services already exist as well as highlight the
need to continue to focus on stricter gun laws, said senior researcher Thomas Wickizer, a professor emeritus at Ohio State's College of
Public Health.
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Gov. Mike DeWine and Ohio U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D) both applauded the U.S. Air Force's announcement Wednesday that the
Mansfield Air National Guard Base, home of the 179th Airlift Wing, has been selected as the preferred site for the Air National Guard's
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first Cyber Warfare Wing. Both noted this new mission will bring more jobs into the community as well as spur more economic growth
and create new opportunities for industry and academic growth. Brown did note that, "As a result of the new cyber mission, the Air
Force will divest the eight C-130Hs flown at Mansfield."
NATURAL RESOURCES
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and the Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) are inviting children to connect with
nature during the third annual Girl Scouts Love State Parks weekend. Events will be held across the country and at Ohio State Parks on
Saturday, Sept. 11 and Sunday, Sept. 12, according to ODNR.
The Lake Erie Water Trail in Cuyahoga County is the 16th to be designated as a state water trail, according to ODNR. The 20-plus mile
water trail along Lake Erie runs from Huntington Beach on the western edge of Cuyahoga County to Sims Park on the eastern edge of
Cuyahoga County, ODNR said.
Ohioans contributed more than $750,000 in 2021 to the conservation of state nature preserves and endangered wildlife through the
annual income tax checkoff program, according to ODNR. The donations collected go directly to programs that protect Ohio's wildlife
and natural areas, ODNR.
The ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves is inviting the public to explore Big Darby Creek State and National Scenic River at
McKitrick Park in Plain City on Saturday, Aug. 28 from 9 a.m. to noon. During this free drop-in program, attendees will be able to
search for stream life and learn how the Ohio Scenic Rivers Program works with community volunteers to determine stream health
based on animals found in the water. The Plain City Department of Parks and Recreation will provide a coloring station for kids and
small nets for field and river adventures, ODNR said.
The ODNR Division of Forestry is inviting the public to attend its annual open house to learn about management plans for Ohio's
state forests. The open house is scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 1 at 6 p.m. and will be held virtually, ODNR said.
Ohio's habitat mosaic of farm fields, woodlots and wetlands provides excellent opportunities to hunt mourning doves, squirrels and
waterfowl when hunting seasons begin during the first week of September, according to ODNR. The hunting seasons that open on
Wednesday, Sept. 1 include squirrel (fox, gray and red), mourning dove, rail, snipe and gallinule. Canada geese and teal (blue-winged,
green-winged and cinnamon) may be hunted during the early waterfowl season beginning Saturday, Sept. 4, ODNR said.
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
According to "Vision Problems in Ohio 2020," an estimated 3.78 million Ohioans have vision problems and as the population ages,
this number will only increase, Prevent Blindness Ohio said. The group said preventive steps include increased vision research as it
announced its 2021 fellowship grants to the following:
- Alyssa Hubai from Case Western Reserve University is studying ways to improve the treatment for ocular toxoplasimosis, a leading
cause of eye inflammation worldwide that can lead to poor visual outcomes.
- Rebecca Deffler from the Ohio State University College of Optometry who is studying ways to improve the driving of individuals
using bioptic telescopes.
- Megan Allyn from Ohio State University who is studying treatment for age-related macular degeneration.
PENSIONS
Retirees in the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System who aren't yet of Medicare age will need to opt in during an upcoming
open enrollment period in order to receive monthly payments for purchasing health coverage, as the termination of the OPERS group
health care plan looms at year's end. The OPERS Board of Trustees voted in early 2020 to end the group plan effective in 2022,
switching to a model where it will instead provide monthly subsidies for pre-Medicare retirees to buy coverage on the open market.
This health reimbursement arrangement (HRA) will be administered by Via Benefits, a vendor OPERS chose to serve as the OPERS
Pre-Medicare Connector to help move retirees into new plans and manage the reimbursement payments. Open enrollment runs Nov.
1 to Dec. 15. During this time, pre-Medicare retirees will have to opt in to the HRA with Via Benefits in order to begin receiving
subsidy payments.
PEOPLE
The Ohio Children's Hospital Association (OCHA) Wednesday announced that it has promoted Sarah Kincaid to the newly created
position of vice president from her previous role as director of policy and advocacy. Kincaid joined OCHA in 2017 and has nearly 15
years of experience in the policy and political arenas.
POLITICS
The Ohio Democratic Party (ODP) announced Tuesday that it has sold its former headquarters located on East Fulton Street in
Columbus to Fairfield Homes, a property management company and housing developer. Former ODP Chairman David Pepper had
announced the plan to sell the 13,000 square-foot building located at 340 E. Fulton St. in January 2020, telling Hannah News that the
building was being sold to Borror, an urban development company. A spokesman for ODP said Tuesday that the Borror sale fell
through because of the pandemic.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
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Members of the Ohio Redistricting Commission Friday unveiled a new website which they said was designed for "transparency and
easy access." It includes a way for the public to submit written testimony as well as their own maps and a portal to watch commission
meetings. Also available is a link to the census data being used as the basis for redrawing the district boundaries. The website can be
found at www.redistricting.ohio.gov/.
The Ohio Redistricting Commission Monday kicked off a whirlwind week of public hearings across the state with meetings in
Cleveland and Youngstown, followed by Dayton and Cincinnati on Tuesday, Zanesville and Rio Grande on Wednesday and Lima and
Toledo on Thursday. They wrap up in Akron and Mansfield on Friday. Some hearings saw overflow crowds which Rio Grande only had
six witnesses. Many complained about the lack of fairness in current maps for both the General Assembly and Congress, offering up
local examples.
The Ohio Redistricting Commission failed to adopt its rules as planned on Thursday, with the co-chairs, Sen. Vern Sykes (D-Akron) and
Speaker of the House Bob Cupp (R-Lima) saying they were still working on them.
Fair Districts Ohio launched its district map drawing competition Friday, with League of Women Voters (LWV) of Ohio Executive
Director Jen Miller saying the group is "bringing people power to the redistricting process." Submissions will be due at midnight on
Monday, Sept. 6 for state legislative maps and at midnight on Wednesday, Sept. 15 for congressional maps. There are no age or
residency requirements with Catherine Turcer noting the 2011 state competition was won by an Illinois state legislator.
The Ohio Citizens Redistricting Commission (OCRC), a group made up of academics, political party officials, community officials, and
others across the state, Wednesday released proposed new district maps for the General Assembly that the group said is based on
input it solicited from Ohioans around the state. The group has been holding events around the state to solicit opinions on the
redistricting process over the last four months. Jeneice Brock, vice chair of OCRC, said the group received 2,000 maps.
SECRETARY OF STATE
Ohio had 15,320 new businesses file paperwork with the secretary of state's office in July, according to Secretary of State Frank
LaRose. According to the secretary of state's office, 126,665 new businesses have been created in the first seven months of 2021, a 32
percent increase from the same timeframe in 2020, when there were 95,671 new filings.
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE
Members of DriveOhio's Advisory Board Wednesday weighed in on where Ohio stands with smart mobility and where it should be
going in the next 15 years. The board meeting held virtually included remarks from Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)
Director Jack Marchbanks and Joshua Eck, chief of staff for Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, who reaffirmed their commitment to the work of
DriveOhio, a state initiative working to improve smart mobility. Eck said the message for Ohio shouldn't be just that the state builds
cars, but that it is constantly innovating. As the automobile industry changes, Ohio will go with it.
The Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) approved a draft of its annual funding list this week, outlining transportation
projects set to receive funding over the next four years, including more than $292 million in new funding commitments. The Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) said it will be taking public comment on the list until Friday, Sept. 17. TRAC is scheduled to vote
on the final list at its Wednesday, Sept. 22 meeting.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
The recent appellate court ruling on supplemental unemployment benefits raises key constitutional questions about the governor's
and lawmakers' authority, Attorney General Dave Yost said Thursday in filing an appeal with the Ohio Supreme Court. The 10th
District Court of Appeals ordered Tuesday that Franklin County Common Pleas Judge Michael Holbrook reconsider his decision not to
order resumption of supplemental benefits of $300 per week under the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC)
program. A panel of judges ruled 2-1 that Holbrook abused his discretion in finding the litigants had no likelihood of success on the
merits of their case.
For the week ending Aug. 21, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 8,182 initial traditional
unemployment claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is lower than last week, when the department reported
9,684 traditional jobless claims. Ohioans filed 136,163 continued traditional unemployment claims last week, which was 6,587 fewer
than the previous week.
In other developments, Ohio Office of Budget and Management (OBM) Director Kim Murnieks told Hannah News on Thursday that
the DeWine administration will soon officially pay off the approximately $1.47 billion the state has borrowed from the federal
government to cover unemployment compensation costs during the pandemic. The state is using a large chunk of its American
Rescue Plan (ARP) funding to pay off the loan, as required by HB168 (Fraizer). "We are working with ODJFS to do that over the next
couple weeks. We will be initiating that payment on Aug. 31, in accordance with HB168, and it will be paid to the feds sometime in the
first week of September," Murnieks said.

actionTRACK - Hannah News Service, Inc.
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Hi Kristin,
I’ve attached a series of documents for Monday’s trip to Columbus, including an agenda with brief
talking points, bios, other materials that may be helpful for the meetings, and materials from IUC
about the press conference. I will do my best to modify any changes that come through tomorrow,
though I am out of the office (but can be available as needed).
Thanks,
Matt

Matthew P. Akers, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President for Government Relations
Associate Director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics
The University of Akron
Buchtel Hall 217
Akron, OH 44325-4702
Office: 330.972.4933
Mobile: 330.416.1988
Email: akers1@uakron.edu
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Monday, July 26, 2021, 6:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Trip to Columbus

6:30 AM: President Miller and Matt meet at President Miller’s parking space on campus (Matt will drive)
8:30 AM: Arrive in Columbus (50 S. Front St. Columbus, Ohio)
9:00-9:30 AM: Representative Kevin Miller
•
•

13th floor, Riffe Center 77 South High St. Columbus, Ohio 43215
Topics
o Introductions
o COVID’s effect on UA, enrollment and financial updates, fall plans
o Kevin Miller was appointed in June of 2021 to replace former Rep. Householder, so he is
very new to the legislature. He has been a member of the Ohio State Highway Patrol for
more than 20 years—you may mention to him that we have a post on campus.

10:00-10:30 AM: Attorney General David Yost
•
•

State Office Tower Rhodes Bldg. 30 East Broad St., 17th floor
Topics:
o Introductions
o Update on UA: COVID’s effect on UA, enrollment and financial updates, fall plans
o Fall Plans (including implementation of SB244--the bill that says that you cannot require
vaccines that do not have full FDA approval. AG’s letter about it attached).

10:45-11:15 AM: Rep. Laura Lanese
•
•

11th floor, Riffe Center 77 South High St. Columbus, Ohio 43215
Topics
o Introductions
o COVID’s effect on UA, enrollment and financial updates, fall plans
o Higher education issues—including SB135—which will come before her as Chair of the
House Higher Education and Career Readiness Committee.
o Military family: both she and her husband have served, and she has co-authored 4
books, one on Ohio State football, so she is interested in College Athletics.

11:30 -1:00 PM: Lunch with Governor DeWine and the IUC presidents
•
•

Governor's Residence & Heritage Garden - 358 N. Parkview Avenue, Columbus, OH 43209
Attendees:
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Governor Mike DeWine
First Lady Fran DeWine
Bruce Johnson, IUC President
IUC Presidents:
Gary Miller, The University of Akron
Rodney Rogers, Bowling Green State University
Jack Thomas, Central State University
Harlan Sands, Cleveland State University
Todd Diacon, Kent State University
Greg Crawford, Miami University
John Langell, Northeast Ohio Medical University
Kristina Johnson, The Ohio State University
Hugh Sherman, Ohio University
Jeff Bauer, Shawnee State University
Gregory Postel, University of Toledo
Susan Edwards, Wright State University
•

Topics: No official agenda, but the following may come up:
o Fall Plans
o Capital Bill

2:00-3:00 PM: Press Conference with the Governor and IUC presidents on the Hazing Bill (SB 126).
Ohio Statehouse (see attached information for more details).
3:30 PM: Leave Columbus
5:30 PM: Arrive back at UA
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Representative Kevin Miller
State Representative Kevin Miller was appointed in June 2021 to represent the people of the
72nd Ohio House District, which encompasses all of Coshocton and Perry Counties, and part of
Licking County.
Miller has been with the Ohio State Highway Patrol for over twenty years with the pleasure of
serving the residents of the 72nd District in Granville from 2014-2017. Throughout his law
enforcement career, he has served as a state trooper, labor relations management advocate, and
post commander. Additionally, Miller has legislative experience as the legislative liaison for the
Patrol’s governmental affairs over the past four years, which included tracking and testifying on
legislation at the Statehouse.
The representative received his Bachelor’s Degree at Ohio State University and later attended a
12-week advanced leadership course for law enforcement executives at the FBI National
Academy.
Miller has been a lifelong Republican pushing for policies that drive economic growth and job
creation. He also values conservative principles such as the right to life, right to bear arms, and
freedom from government overreach.
Miller has been married to his high school sweetheart, Megan, for 21 years and they have two
children attending colleges in the Buckeye state. They attend St. Francis de Sales Catholic
Church and reside in Newark.
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Article 7: July 12

House's Newest Member Ready To Work After Whirlwind
Appointment
Newly sworn-in Rep. Kevin Miller just wants to look forward.
The Newark Republican joined the House late last month amid unprecedented circumstances,
taking the seat of former Rep. Larry Householder after the latter's historic expulsion.
Mr. Householder, who has pleaded not guilty to racketeering charges, became the first member
to be ousted since before the Civil War, clearing the way for Mr. Miller's appointment.
The significance of that process is not lost on Rep. Miller, but he is keeping any personal
thoughts on the matter or on how he views his role in maintaining the public's trust to himself.
"That's a process in and of itself that's played itself out," Rep. Miller said in an interview. "That's
not something I'm going to get involved in or even comment on. I'm focused on moving forward
and doing the best I can do to represent my constituents."
Rep. Miller, 46, was sworn in June 28, the chamber's final session day before summer break. His
appointment came just in time for the lawmaker to cast a vote on the operating budget (HB 110)
and a handful of other items. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, June 28, 2021)
It was a whirlwind process. One week after Mr. Householder's June 16 expulsion, a screening
committee interviewed Mr. Miller and a handful others. The day after those interviews, Mr.
Miller was chosen for the position.
"It's been busy," he said. "I'm hitting the ground running."
Rep. Miller joins the chamber after more than 20 years spent with the Ohio State Highway Patrol
– an agency he joined right after graduating from Ohio State University.
He served there in various roles – most recently for four years as the agency's legislative liaison
where he learned the ins and outs of the legislative process and shared the concerns of officers
with policymakers.
"I think that puts me in a unique position to advocate for the constituents of the 72nd," he said.
"I'm very familiar with the process down here. I'm very familiar with many of the members."
Rep. Miller's career with the patrol included stints assigned the Toledo, Delaware and Granville
posts. He also served in the labor relations and criminal patrol sections and took a leading role in
multi-agency enforcement efforts.
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It is experience he said he now intends to use to advocate for law enforcement and first
responders at a time when tensions between those professionals and communities are at times
running high.
"It gives me the opportunity to be able to relay the concerns of our law enforcement officers and
be an advocate for them and for all first responders for that matter," he said. "That's something I
continue to do – to support our law enforcement professionals who are getting a bad rap.
Certainly there are bad apples and you need to take care of them, but it's a noble profession."
With legislative work at a relative standstill for the summer, Rep. Miller said he is working to
forge and renew connections with those in his district.
"Ultimately, my priorities are going to be the priorities of the residents of the district," he said.
"That's why it's vitally important I hit the ground running and I'm meeting with constituents to
see what they see are the issues on a daily basis."
Still, a few priorities have already emerged, including building on the broadband expansion
funding included in the budget. The spending plan included $250 million for the nascent Ohio
Residential Broadband Expansion Grant Program.
That is a lingering challenge in the largely rural district where Rep. Miller said he was recently
told 40% of River View Local School students alone do not have internet access.
"We need to get the money for that infrastructure so that not only our kids but everyone can be
connected because it's vitally important in today's day and economy," he said.
Rep. Miller said he also wants to play a role in encouraging the state's transition to promoting
more technical, vocational and trade school options for those entering the workforce.
Rep. Miller is married with two college-age children. He loves hunting and fishing. The home
improvement aficionado lives in a 1960s-era ranch home that he gutted and renovated himself.
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Attorney General Dave Yost
Dave Yost became Ohio’s 51st Attorney General on January 14, 2019, bringing to the office
his extensive experience rooting out fraud, holding the corrupt accountable and reforming
government.
Yost earned his undergraduate degree from The Ohio State University and law degree from
Capital University. After working as a Columbus Citizen Journal reporter, he began his
public service career as Delaware County’s Auditor and Prosecutor. As Prosecutor, he won
the first-ever capital case in Delaware County and took down the largest drug ring in
county history.
He became Ohio’s 32nd Auditor of State in January 2011 and spent the next eight years
fighting fraud, rooting out corruption and “skinnying down” government. In two terms, he
helped convict 170 corrupt public officials and uncovered $30 million in stolen and misspent
public funds. At the same time, he promoted efficiency by identifying potential savings of
$287 million for governments and school districts.
Through his leadership and at his urging, the General Assembly twice enhanced charter
school accountability.
In November 2018, Yost won statewide election as Attorney General, an office in which he
pursues his mission of doing big good by protecting Ohio’s citizens and aggressively
fighting corruption. Major focuses of his administration have included battling the opioid
epidemic, standing up for victims of human trafficking, solving cold-case homicides and
sexual assaults, and shielding Ohio consumers from scammers and robocallers.
He and his wife, Darlene, make their home in Franklin County. They have three adult
children and three grandchildren.
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Administration
Office 614-728-5458
Fax 614-466-5087

July 15, 2021
Dear University and College Colleagues:
The purpose of this letter is to alert you to House Bill 244, passed by the General Assembly
on June 28, 2021. H.B. 244 enacts R.C. 3792.04, a provision that prohibits institutions of higher
education from requiring that persons receive a vaccine for which the United States Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has not granted full approval. R.C. 3792.04 further prohibits institutions of
higher education from discriminating against unvaccinated persons, including by requiring
unvaccinated persons to engage in or refrain from engaging in activities or precautions different
from those taken by vaccinated individuals.
The Governor signed HB 244 on July 14, 2021. The effective date is October 13, 2021.
The law will prevent institutions of higher education from mandating any of the COVID19 vaccines currently approved by the FDA for Emergency Use Authorization.
The relevant text from HB 244 is excerpted below:
Sec. 3792.04.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) "Public school" means any of the following: a city, local, exempted village, or joint
vocational school district; community school established under Chapter 3314. of the
Revised Code; STEM school established under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code; or
college-preparatory boarding school established under Chapter 3328. of the Revised
Code.
(2) "State institution of higher education" has the same meaning as in section 3345.011 of
the Revised Code.
(B) Notwithstanding any conflicting provision of the Revised Code, a public school or
state institution of higher education shall not do either of the following:
(1) Require an individual to receive a vaccine for which the United States food and drug
administration has not granted full approval;
(2) Discriminate against an individual who has not received a vaccine described in
division (B)(1) of this section, including by requiring the individual to engage in or
refrain from engaging in activities or precautions that differ from the activities or
precautions of an individual who has received such a vaccine.

30 East Broad Street, 17th Floor | Columbus, Ohio | 43215
www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov
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(C) This section does not apply to a hospital or other health care facility that is owned or
operated by, or affiliated with, a state institution of higher education.
We wanted to alert you to this legislation as soon as possible to best enable your institutions to
implement appropriate plans for fall semester and the 2021-2022 academic year.
State supported institutions of higher education are created under and required to act in accordance
with Ohio law, including newly enacted R.C. 3792.04. While I recognize that the effective date
of the Act is after the commencement of the fall semester, it would be wise for administrators and
boards of trustees to carefully consider the wisdom of imposing a vaccine mandate contrary to the
express will of the General Assembly.
In addition, there is an ethical question about a publicly funded institution of the State requiring
individuals to take a vaccine for which the FDA has not granted full approval. I both have had
COVID-19, and received a vaccination. It is appropriate to encourage vaccination. Requiring it,
however, is a different matter. While individuals may make the decision to receive a vaccination
available by Emergency Use Authorization, that decision is different from an institutional
requirement prohibited by R.C. 3792.04.
My Office’s Education Section is available for consultation regarding this topic.
Sincerely,

Dave Yost
Ohio Attorney General
cc:

Mia Yaniko, Chief, Education Section, Office of Ohio Attorney General
Jonathan Fulkerson, Deputy Attorney General, Office of Ohio Attorney General
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Representative Laura Lanese
Representative Lanese is currently in her third term in the Ohio House of
Representatives; serving as the Chair of the House Higher Education and Career
Readiness Committee. She represents the 23rd Ohio House District, which includes
Grove City, Jackson Township, Urbancrest, and portions of Hilliard, Norwich
Township, Prairie Township, Franklin Township, and Columbus.
In her second term, Representative Lanese served as the Assistant Majority Whip for
the House Republican Caucus. She has sponsored several pieces of legislation that
have become law, including HB 33, requiring some licensed occupations to be
mandatory reports of animal abuse, HB 202, which designates the first Saturday in
May as ‘Veterans Suicide Awareness Day’, HB 263, which permitted dogs to
accompany owners in outdoor dining areas, HB 174, which added judges to the
Franklin County Domestic Relations Division, and HB 511, which changed the age at
which people can marry to 18 with exceptions for emancipated 17 year-olds.
Representative Lanese is passionate about aiding Ohio’s military personnel and
veterans, ensuring our criminal justice system is fair, and being accessible to her
constituents. As the spouse of a tech entrepreneur, she appreciates the need for the
deregulation of business, the significance of encouraging technology transformation
and innovation, and the importance of job creation and environmental protection to
make Ohio more competitive.
Representative Lanese previously served on the Grove City Council as the at-large
council representative. During her tenure on council she championed transparency,
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fiscal responsibility, and the preservation of local history and green space. Prior to
staying home with her children, she worked as an attorney with the United States
Department of Justice, specializing in appellate political asylum cases and as the pro
se habeas corpus law clerk for the United States District Court in the Southern District
of Ohio, where she focused on the constitutional issues of prisoner appeals. Her
background also includes military service as an administrative specialist in the Ohio
Air National Guard and as an intelligence and legal specialist in the United States
Army Reserve. She has co-authored four books, one on Ohio State football and three
local histories and continues to write.
She and her husband Mike, another Navy veteran and current Army reservist, have
lived in Grove City since 1999. They have two kids in college, one in high school, and
two dogs rescued from a local shelter.
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10 West Broad Street, Suite 450
Columbus, Ohio 43215-7415
(614) 464-1266
fax (614) 464-9281
www.iuc-ohio.org

News Conference on Anti-Hazing Principles
July 26, 2021
AGENDA
Bruce Johnson, President & CEO, Inter-University Council of Ohio
Welcome and introductions
Rodney K. Rogers, Ph.D., President of Bowling Green State University
Overview of anti-hazing legislation
Gregory Crawford, President of Miami University
Introduction of the IUC Council of Presidents Anti-Hazing Principles
Kristina M. Johnson, Ph.D., President of The Ohio State University
Winning the battle against hazing
Ohio Governor Mike DeWine
The importance of comprehensive action against hazing
Shari and Cory Foltz
Perspectives from parents of Stone Foltz

The University of Akron
University of Cincinnati
Miami University
Ohio University
Wright State University

The Public Universities of Ohio
Bowling Green State University
Cleveland State University
Northeast Ohio Medical University
Shawnee State University
Youngstown State University

Central State University
Kent State University
The Ohio State University
The University of Toledo
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IUC Anti-Hazing News Conference
Run of Show – July 26, 2021
BRUCE: WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS/ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
• Thank you for coming/welcome
• We’re here today to announce an important new initiative in the fight against hazing on the campuses of Ohio’s
14 public universities.
• Hazing is intolerable and presents a serious risk to the health and safety of students.
• Please to welcome the Presidents of many of those universities (introduce each by name)
• Introduce Dr. Rodney K. Rogers, President of Bowling Green State University
BRUCE: INTRODUCES DR. RODNEY ROGERS, PRESIDENT OF BOWLING GREEN STATE UNIVERSITY
DR. ROGERS:
• Ohio’s public universities are fighting hazing on multiple fronts
• Spurred by the tragedies that we must prevent in the future
• Acknowledge Foltz family and thank them for their efforts
• Principles inspired by the promise made to Stone Foltz by his parents as he lay in the hospital bed on March 4,
2021 – they promised they would do everything to prevent hazing and ensure no other individual is left behind
due to horrendous acts of hazing
• Thank you to State Senators Theresa Gavarone and Stephanie Kunze for introducing Senate Bill 126, which will
expand the definition of hazing, create a variety of new criminal hazing offenses and impose stiffer penalties.
• Thank the Governor for supporting the Bill.
• Emphasize a zero-tolerance policy across all campuses
BRUCE: INTRODUCES DR. GREGORY CRAWFORD, PRESIDENT OF MIAMI UNIVERSITY
DR. CRAWFORD:
• Legislation is important but we must do more
• IUC Council of Presidents developed new Anti-Hazing Principles designed to eradicate hazing at Ohio universities
• Review highlights of 8 elements of the core principles – emphasize a zero-tolerance policy across all campuses,
also highlight the other items in the principles. (REFER TO POSTER)
• Reference the measures for fraternities and sororities
BRUCE: INTRODUCES DR. KRISTINA JOHNSON, PRESIDENT OF THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
DR. JOHNSON:
• TBD – her staff developing talking points
• Emphasize a campus approach to stopping hazing (suggested)
• Thank the Chancellor for his leadership and swift action in following up on the legislation.
BRUCE: INTRODUCES GOV. DeWINE
GOV. DeWINE:
• Legislation and Anti-Hazing Principles will go a long way toward making Ohio’s campuses safer
• There’s more work to do, and I encourage Ohio’s public institutions to continue making progress on this
important issue.
• Other supportive comments about the initiative.
BRUCE: INTRODUCES FOLTZ FAMILY
SHARI & CORY FOLTZ (Shari to speak):
• Personal reflections on the fight against hazing and why it is important
BRUCE OPENS Q&A
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Senate Bill 126 (134th GA) – Collin’s Law; Anti-Hazing Legislation
Briefing Document
Background:
The legislation was introduced in response to the 2018 death of Ohio University student Collin Wiant and was
considered with additional urgency after the death of Bowling Green State University student Stone Foltz who
also died as a result of a hazing incident after the bill’s introduction. As stated by the bill’s sponsor, the intent of
Collin’s law is to address the problem of hazing that is affecting college and university students cross Ohio and
put an end to this type of predatory behavior that may cause injury or death.
The IUC was involved in the drafting process. It worked with the sponsors prior to introduction to craft
legislative language so as to ensure that the sponsor’s intent, and the intent of the families supporting the
legislation, would be achieved and to ensure that the law could be implemented and utilized by Ohio’s public
universities in a rational and reasonable manner.
Sponsors:
Witnesses:

State Senator Stephanie Kunze (R-Hilliard); State Senator Theresa Gavarone (R-Bowling Green)
Kathleen Wiant (Proponent), Tyler Perino (Proponent), Cory and Shari Foltz (Proponent), IUCOhio (Proponent), Miami University (Proponent), University of Akron (Proponent), Ohio State
University (Proponent), Ohio University (Proponent), Bowling Green State University
(Proponent), North American Interfraternity Conference (Proponent), Association of Independent
Colleges and Universities (Proponent), Prevention Action Alliance (Proponent), Athens County
Prosecuting Attorney (Proponent), Ohio Prosecuting Attorney’s Association (Proponent), Ohio
Attorney General (Proponent), Ohio University Police Department (Proponent), Ohio Judicial
Conference (Interested Party), The Ohio Justice and Policy Center (Opponent), Office of the Ohio
Public Defender (Opponent)

Introduction:
Passed Senate:
Passed House:
Signed by Governor:
Effective Date:

March 10,2021
June 16, 2021 (33-0)
June 22, 2021 (89-0)
July 6, 2021
October 6, 2021

Operation of the Law:
• Definition of Hazing.
o Revised the criminal definition of “hazing” in two ways. (1) Expanded that definition to include
“any act to continue or reinstate membership in or affiliation with any student or other
organization.” (2) Specified that hazing may include coercing another to consume alcohol or a
drug of abuse.
• Definition of Organization.
o For purposes of determining which entities and individuals are subject to the bill’s provisions,
defined an “organization” as a national or international organization with which a fraternity,
sorority, or other organization is affiliated.
• New Prohibitions against Hazing.
o Prohibited any person from recklessly participating in the hazing of another when the hazing
includes coerced consumption of alcohol or drugs of abuse resulting in serious physical harm to
the other person.
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Prohibited an administrator, employee, faculty member, teacher, consultant, alumnus, or
volunteer of any organization, including primary, secondary, or post-secondary schools or any
other public or private educational institutions, from recklessly permitting the hazing of any
person associated with the organization when the hazing includes coerced consumption of alcohol
or drugs of abuse resulting in serious physical harm to that person.
o A violation of any of these new prohibitions is a third-degree felony.
Failure to Report Hazing.
o Prohibited an administrator, employee, faculty member, teacher, consultant, alumnus, or
volunteer of any organization, including a primary, secondary, or post-secondary school or any
other public or private educational institution, who is acting in an official and professional
capacity from recklessly failing to immediately report the knowledge of hazing to a law
enforcement agency in the county in which the victim of hazing resides or in which the hazing is
occurring or has occurred.
o A violation of either of these provisions a fourth-degree misdemeanor. However, if the violation
causes serious physical harm, it is a first-degree misdemeanor.
Statewide Educational Plan.
o Required the Chancellor of Higher Education to develop a statewide educational plan for
preventing hazing at institutions of higher education. The plan must include:
 A model antihazing policy which must prohibit students and other individuals associated
with an organization from engaging in any of the hazing offenses and must include
provisions that mirror the requirements for institutional anti-hazing policies
 Guidelines regarding anti-hazing education and training. The Chancellor’s guidelines
must provide anti-hazing education and training for (1) students, (2) administrators,
faculty, and individuals employed by an institution, and (3) organizations recognized by,
or operating under the sanction of, an institution.
Institutional Requirements. Under the new law, each institution of higher education must:
o Develop an anti-hazing policy that includes rules prohibiting hazing, a method to enforce the
policy, and appropriate penalties for violations.
o Beginning with the 2022-2023 academic year, maintain and post a report of hazing violations and
the institution’s policy.
 The initial report must include all hazing violations reported to the institution for the five
previous consecutive years, to the extent the institution has retained that information.
 First report must be posted by January 15, 2023 and must be updated and re-posted on
January 1 and August 1 of each year.
o Provide students with an online or in-person educational program on hazing, hazing awareness,
prevention, intervention, and the antihazing policy that complies with the Chancellor’s guidelines.
o Offer an opportunity for students to complete the program during new student orientation.
o Certify each student’s attendance.
o Prohibit a student who does not attend the program from participating in any institutional
organization. Each organization within an institution is prohibited from accepting or initiating a
student who has not completed the program.
o Provide mandatory training on hazing to all staff and volunteers that advise or coach an
organization and who have direct contact with students.
o Adopt rules requiring organizations to conduct mandatory anti-hazing training that complies with
the Chancellor’s guidelines for any volunteers who have contact with students.
o

•

•

•
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3. INVESTIGATORY RIGOR: Universities will engage law enforcement as a vital partner in combatting hazing.
In addition to a university investigation, each university will share reports of alleged criminal hazing with campus and/or local
law enforcement and will work closely with law enforcement in the investigation of such reports. Universities will also notify the
student organization’s national organization, if applicable.
4. ADVISOR OVERSIGHT: Universities will strengthen the role of advisors to student organizations.
Each university will require all university advisors to student organizations to agree in writing to a mandatory reporting policy that
requires any advisor who has actual knowledge that members plan to participate, are participating, or have participated in any hazing
activity to promptly report that knowledge in writing to the university’s designated office for receiving reports of hazing and their
respective national organization headquarters, if applicable.
5. PARENT-FAMILY/COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT: Universities will engage with families and alumni as
vital partners in efforts combatting hazing.
Each university will engage parents, family, alumni, and the broader community through a webpage and additional media to educate
families about hazing, including where and how to report alleged hazing.
6. EDUCATION AND REPORTING: Universities will assess and strengthen the substance and delivery
of anti-hazing education.
Universities will focus the educational program on enabling students to recognize hazing if they witness or experience it. The
program must be designed to improve the reporting of hazing to ensure all members of the campus community know where and
how to report hazing.
All students will be required to complete an anti-hazing educational program developed and implemented by the university before
participating in student organization activities.
7. TRANSPARENCY: Universities will provide data to inform student decision-making about
student organizations.
Each university will report all violations of its hazing policy. Each report will include:
• The name of the student organization identified in the report or in which the students named in the report are members
		 or recruits;
• The date the organization and/or student was found responsible for violating either university policy or state law regarding
		 hazing, whichever happened first;
• A general description of the policy and/or law violation and any investigative findings;
• Any penalties imposed on the organization;
• The final results of a related student disciplinary proceeding, to the extent permitted by university policy and applicable law.
8. PURPOSEFUL RELATIONSHIPS: Universities will provide a personal outlet for reporting.
Each university will designate an office or person by title to whom hazing should be reported and publish that information on its
publicly available website. Universities will employ strategies to build early, one-on-one relationships with students/new members
joining organizations in an effort to establish trust between university staff and students who may witness or experience hazing and
encourage reporting.

PRINCIPLES THAT APPLY ONLY TO FRATERNITIES AND SORORITIES
(INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL, MULTICULTURAL GREEK COUNCIL, NATIONAL
PAN-HELLENIC COUNCIL AND PANHELLENIC COUNCIL AFFILIATED)
1. ELIGIBILITY: Universities will review their fraternity and sorority recruiting policies.
Universities will review their fraternity and sorority recruiting policies to determine whether the university should make first-year
students ineligible to join or seek membership in organizations during their first semester at the university.
2. EXTERNAL OVERSIGHT: Universities will work to strengthen parent/affiliated-entity oversight of
fraternity and sorority organizations
To the extent applicable, universities will amend their fraternity and sorority recognition agreements to require, as a condition of
recognition, that each organization invite its parent/affiliated-entity to evaluate in person or virtually their respective chapters at a
minimum of two (2) times each academic year.
3. FRATERNITY AND SORORITY LIFE ORGANIZATIONAL COMMITMENT: Universities will require each
chapter to demonstrate trustworthiness on an annual basis.
Universities will provide a framework with established requirements for each chapter to provide on an annual basis. This will document
the specific steps the organization will be taking, in partnership with their advisors (and affiliated entity, if applicable),
to operate safely, without any hazing activities or any ritual-based activity outside of the organizational mission. Such
plan will focus on how the chapter will provide positive value to the university and the community in general.
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Eric Green
Cher Hendricks; Avril J Wiebe; Scott M Campbell; Lisa L Ritenour; Wayne R Hill; Sarah J Kelly; Matthew G Cola
Matthew Paul Akers
FW: [Iuc-campus-reopen-protocol] IUC working group - Sept 20 noon meeting agenda and documents
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 1:40:11 PM
image001.png
Bruce Johnson interview re univ vax policies - Gongwer News Service 09-17-21.pdf
ATT00001.txt
Copy of Fall 2021 IUC universities COVID policies 9.16.21 (002).xlsx

All,
Bruce asked all schools to return this data by Friday so they have it on hand if asked by the
legislators. I added some supplemental instructions on the Student Vac data TAB but the same
applies for Employee data tab. I will update all the info on the first TAB but need assistance on the
two data tabs. I plan to compile and get back to Cindy, Friday at noon.
Thanks,
Eric
From: Iuc-campus-reopen-protocol <iuc-campus-reopen-protocolbounces+egreen1=uakron.edu@lists.osu.edu> On Behalf Of McQuade, Cindy via Iuc-campusreopen-protocol
Sent: Monday, September 20, 2021 10:40 AM
To: iuc-campus-reopen-protocol@lists.osu.edu
Subject: [Iuc-campus-reopen-protocol] IUC working group - Sept 20 noon meeting agenda and
documents
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron. Use caution when opening
attachments, clicking links or responding to requests for information.

To IUC Campus Reopen Protocol working group members,
Good morning and happy Monday, everyone! In preparation for our noon meeting, an
agenda is provided below. Feel free to add any additional topics at the beginning of the
meeting.
Also attached are two documents:
(1) the IUC spreadsheet, with two tabs added for collecting additional data on students and
employees – needed for ongoing/upcoming discussions with legislators as they consider
restrictive COVID-related legislation (see agenda item #2);
(2) Bruce Johnson’s interview with Gongwer News Service on Friday, regarding universities’
vaccine policies.
AGENDA
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1. Opening comments – Forrest Faison
2. IUC spreadsheet – review and revise draft tabs to collect student and employee
vaccination data – Bruce Johnson; All
3. Legislative update – Mike Suver
Ohio bills to restrict COVID/all vaccination policies
Ohio governor and AG position on federal policy (vax/testing for employers with
100+ emps)
4. Round-table discussion – All
Status of universities’ vaccination requirements and how that’s going?   Any
increase in vaccinations?   # vaccinations compared to #
exemption/accommodation requests?
How does the federal mandate change things for institutions, if at all?  
Any lessons learned?
See you soon!
Cindy

Cindy L. McQuade
Vice President, Operations
10 West Broad St, Columbus, OH 43215
Office: 614-464-1266 | Mobile: 614-668-0511

9/20/21, 10:24 AM

Gongwer News Service - Ohio
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Friday, September 17, 2021
Article 1

State Universities Urge Lawmakers To Respect Their Vaccine
Policies
A group that represents the state's public universities is asking the legislature not to second-guess the decisionmaking proce e that led to COVID 19 vaccine requirement on mo t of their campu e
Bruce John on, pre ident and CEO of the Inter Univer ity Council of Ohio, aid in an interview a majority of the
organization's 14 member institutions have followed Ohio State University's lead by mandating inoculations
among students and employees. He said the remaining handful are either strongly encouraging vaccination or
mandating it only for campus residents.
Senate President Matt Huffman (R-Lima) has said his chamber stands poised to respond in short order to the
trend, which he called "a huge mistake." (See Gongwer Ohio Report, September 8, 2021)
Mr. Johnson said he "respectfully disagrees" with the legislative leader and called on lawmakers to let the
tate' univer itie in titute and enforce their own coronaviru policie
"I trust our local people to make local decision when it comes to the health and safety and welfare of their
tudent , facultie and taff," he aid "I think that in 100% of the ca e it' been debated and di cu ed, and in
the vast majority of cases the students have asked for a mandate."
Mr. Johnson said he is not aware of what the Senate majority caucus is planning in response to the vaccine
policies instituted at IUC member schools, but he is concerned about it. He said lawmakers have typically left
such decisions up to university officials.
"I'm always concerned that the General Assembly would micromanage the health, safety and welfare of
students, faculty and staff on university campuses," he said.
Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima) said in an interview that the House majority caucus is looking at whether it needs
to addre univer ity vaccine mandate a it plan it broader re pon e to coronaviru related i ue
"One of the key issues is: Are there enough exemptions for students to be able to take?" he said.

https://www.gongwer-oh.com/news/index.cfm?Article_ID=901810201
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Gongwer News Service - Ohio
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Rep. Kyle Koehler (R-Springfield) said Friday he is introducing a measure that would ban public entities,
including schools and colleges, from mandating the COVID-19 vaccine. (See separate story)
Mr. Johnson said a review of university vaccine requirements would reveal that students are given options even
at schools that have generally mandated immunizations.
"That requirement, of course, I believe in every case, comes with the usual exceptions, which means if you
have a medical reason, a religious reason or a personal reason for not getting it, you don't have to get it," he
said.
Sen. Huffman has said that one of his issues with the requirements is that in some cases, students had paid
tuition, moved into dorms and begun taking classes before they were announced.
Mr. Johnson noted the General Assembly passed a measure (HB 244 ) ahead of summer recess blocking
schools and state universities from mandating immunizations not fully approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, June 28, 2021)
He said university officials believed they were following the spirit of the law by waiting until the FDA fully
approved Pfizer's coronavirus vaccine in late August to enact their immunization requirements.
The IUC head said the fall semester at the state's public universities is going "as well as could be expected" as
the coronavirus pandemic lingers on.
"I think our people are handling it well," he said. "Enrollments are below a couple years ago but reasonably
steady given the environment with the exception of we did have some hangover retention problems from
COVID. Not everybody enjoyed their experience last year."

Copyright 2021 Gongwer News Service, Inc. All Rights Reserved | Terms of Service | Privacy Policy

https://www.gongwer-oh.com/news/index.cfm?Article_ID=901810201
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Matthew Paul Akers
Kim Bebout
FW: Correct Legislative Report
Thursday, September 2, 2021 3:02:00 PM
image003.jpg
ActionTRACK report - 2021-08-30T105528.538.pdf

Is this the best list to use for my Sept. JLEC report?
Thanks,
Matt
From: Kim Bebout <kim@spdunn.com>
Sent: Monday, August 30, 2021 10:56 AM
To: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Subject: Correct Legislative Report
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.

Attached is your weekly report. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you,

Kim Bebout

Client Service Coordinator
Sean P. Dunn & Associates LLC
Phone: 614-228-9800
37 W. Broad St., Ste. 325
Columbus, OH 43215
www.spdunn.com
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - House Health, (Sixth Hearing)
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HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)

To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)
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To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)

PRR22-03-08-297 000085

SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)
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Regency on Monday and Tuesday, Oct. 18-19, and will include a day and a half of training.
CENSUS
The U.S. Census Bureau released the "Business Dynamics Statistics (BDS) Explorer version 1.0" recently, which provides access to the
entire BDS dataset through line charts, bar charts and thematic maps. It also provides an intuitive dashboard allowing for construction
of tables and charts to compare and rank measures of business dynamism such as employment, job creation and destruction. The
dashboard also tracks firm births and deaths across a wide range of establishment and firm characteristics, according to the Census.
The tool is available at https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/bds-explorer.html.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
Central Ohio government and health leaders described Wednesday the next phase of their work to keep more babies alive through
their first birthdays, with a greater focus on the factors that have driven higher mortality rates among infants of color. Columbus
Mayor Andrew Ginther set the stage for the discussion at the Columbus Metropolitan Club, noting that the city's infant mortality rate
has decreased from 8.4 to 6.7 per 1,000 births since 2014, but Black babies suffer a 3-1 disparity in death rates. Maureen Stapleton,
executive director of CelebrateOne, which spearheads the city's response to the issue, said lowering the
overall rate and eliminating the disparities have been priority goals since the organization was founded several years ago.
CORONAVIRUS
The federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA) announced its full approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine Monday,
potentially leading to an increase in vaccination rates and making it easier for schools and universities to implement vaccine
mandates. The Pfizer vaccine, which will now be marketed as Comirnaty, is the first vaccine to receive full FDA approval for use against
COVID-19. It first received emergency use authorization (EUA) in December 2020 and applied for full approval in May. The vaccine
was fully approved for people 16 years of age and older, and remains available under EUA for those 12 to
15 years old. Gov. Mike DeWine, who has been vocal in pushing for full approval of the Pfizer vaccine, reacted to the news in a Tweet,
writing "The @US_FDA granting full approval to Pfizer's #COVID19 vaccine for those 16+ is good news! With this strong
endorsement, we hope to see many more Ohioans get vaccinated to protect themselves and others. #InThisTogetherOhio
#GetTheShot"
According to the Ohio Department of Health's (ODH) coronavirus cases in Ohio kept increasing over the week with on 5,395
COVID-19 cases reported in the last 24 hours on Thursday. That's the highest number of daily cases since Jan. 28, when the state
reported 5,432. ODH also reported 182 hospitalizations and 15 intensive care unit (ICU) admissions in the last 24 hours, both of which
were higher than their respective 21-day averages of 129 and 11.
Ohio State University (OSU) President Kristina M. Johnson announced Tuesday the university will require every student, faculty and
staff member to be vaccinated against COVID-19. Noting the resurgence of COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations driven by the Delta
variant, particularly among young people, Johnson wrote in an email to the OSU community that, "Ohio State will now require every
student, faculty and staff member to be vaccinated against COVID-19. The university is taking this step because vaccines are the safest
and most effective form of protection against COVID-19. We are focused on enhancing the health and safety of our community. This
step will increase our ability to support our students in continuing their educational experiences as well as help protect our current
and the state's future workforce."
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Ohio Tax Credit Authority Monday announced a total of eight Job Creation Tax Credits that are intended to spur 1,105 new jobs
representing $57 million in new payroll and more than $281 million in total investment, while retaining another 912 jobs statewide.
ECONOMY
A survey of Ohio economists released by the public policy group Scioto Analysis shows that only five of the 24 respondents agree
state spending cuts during the pandemic will lead to more economic growth in the state. They were asked if the "DeWine
administration's decision in 2020 to cut spending rather than use 'Rainy Day' budget stabilization funds during the pandemic will lead
to more economic growth for Ohio in the long run," with 16 economists disagreeing or strongly disagreeing while three were
uncertain or had no opinion.
EDUCATION
The State Board of Education affirmed its leadership's recommendation Monday by appointing Stephanie Siddens, a longtime Ohio
Department of Education (ODE) official, as the interim superintendent, but with some debate about the role of the board's strategic
plan that showcased divisions among board members. Siddens is a 15-year veteran of ODE who serves as senior executive director of
the Center for Student Supports. She now is in line to become interim superintendent once Superintendent Paolo DeMaria retires
near the end of September, replacing Deputy Superintendent John Richard. The board had voted to name Richard interim
superintendent, but he soon after announced plans to leave the department shortly after DeMaria does. Board President Laura Kohler
said last week she and Vice President Charlotte McGuire intended to recommend Siddens.
A 2018 trial court ruling that then-Attorney General Mike DeWine cited in launching a case against ECOT founder William Lager was
partly affirmed on appeal, though the charter school officials implicated in the case are asking for Supreme Court review. In Sun

PRR22-03-08-297 000088

Building Limited Partnership et al v. Value Learning & Teaching Academy et al, the Hamilton County Common Pleas Court found
family members who ran and worked for a Cincinnati charter school must forfeit their wages because of improper interests in school
operations. Valerie Lee founded and served as superintendent of Value Learning & Teaching Academy (VLT), while husband Clyde Lee
was project manager and daughter Echole Harris held various other positions at the school. Meanwhile, CEED Inc., a janitorial and
maintenance services firm with multiple contracts with the school, was owned by Clyde Lee.
As the General Assembly's summer recess nears an end, educators from across Ohio joined together Tuesday evening to speak out
against two bills pending in the Ohio Statehouse that would ban the teaching of "divisive concepts." HB322 (Jones) and HB327
(Grendell-Fowler Arthur) had their first hearings in June in the House State and Local Government Committee. Both bills would ban
the teaching of certain "divisive concepts" dealing with race and sex in public schools, though HB327 is the broader of the two -applying also to public higher education institutions, political subdivisions and state agencies.
Rep. Don Jones (R-Freeport) said his proposal is necessary to combat "critical race theory" when he introduced the bill in May, and
both bills have been referenced in many of the discussions on critical race theory over the summer. During the virtual "Speak Out for
Honesty in Education" event hosted by Innovation Ohio and the Ohio Federation of Teachers (OFT), about 20 current and former
educators expressed fears about how the bills would affect education in Ohio if they were passed.
ELECTIONS 2021
The congressional campaign of Democrat Allison Russo released a letter Thursday sent to Republican Mike Carey's campaign that
proposes four debates between the two candidates before November's 15th Congressional District election. The letter referenced a
proposed upcoming debate hosted by Columbus television station WCMH that Russo has agreed to participate in, and said the Russo
campaign is ready to negotiate on three other debates as well.
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- Sen. Bob Peterson (R-Sabina) endorsed Mike Carey, his former primary opponent, for Congress.
- The congressional campaign of Allison Russo announced the endorsement of U.S. Rep. Joyce Beatty (D-Columbus).
ELECTIONS 2022
Former Rep. John Adams, a Republican who served four terms in the Ohio House, has launched a campaign for secretary of state,
setting up a primary with current Secretary of State Frank LaRose, who is running for re-election. Adams outlined his platform in
interviews with Ohio media outlets, saying he has concerns with the legitimacy of the 2020 presidential election, and criticizing LaRose
for supporting the postponement of last year's primary election.
The Center for Christian Virtue (CCV) announced it will be hosting a forum with candidates for the U.S. Senate in October. The event,
titled "American Leadership Forum: An evening with the Ohio candidates for U.S. Senate," will be held on Sunday, Oct. 24, at 7 p.m. at
Genoa Church in Westerville. It will be moderated by talk show host and author Hugh Hewitt. CCV said the candidates will be asked
where they stand on issues that "matter to pro-life, pro-family, and pro-freedom voters."
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The Senate campaign of J.D. Vance announced the endorsement of former National Security Advisory Robert O'Brien and of former
U.S. EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler.
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) said Friday that Ohio's unemployment rate was 5.4 percent in July, up from
5.2 percent in June. The number of nonagricultural wage and salary jobs rose by 19,200 over the month, from a revised 5,321,700 in
June to 5,340,900 in July. ODJFS said the number of workers unemployed in July was 301,000, up from 291,000 in June. This number
has decreased by 235,000 in the past 12 months, down from 536,000 in July 2020 when the unemployment rate was 9.3 percent.
Ohio's unemployment rate for July 2021 matched the national rate, which decreased from 5 9 percent in June.
ENERGY
Two of the nation's top shale oil and gas producers Friday slammed PJM Interconnection's proposed exemption of certain energy
"policy preferences" from its minimum offer price rule (MOPR) -- an actual-cost requirement which federal regulators ordered the
13-state body encompassing Ohio to expand to renewables and other subsidized generation during the Trump administration. Ohio
and Pennsylvania have filed a joint "protest" with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) opposing PJM's
July 30 proposal to exempt "legacy" generation policies from real-cost minimum pricing. Rather than referring to older forms of
electric generation, the country's largest regional transmission organization (RTO) defines such policies as "any legislative, executive
or regulatory action that specifically directs a payment outside of PJM markets [or competitive pricing] to a designated or prospective
generation capacity resource, and the enactment of such action predates Oct. 1, 2021."
FEDERAL
The White House announced that it has reopened its public comment line. The number is 202-456-1111 and will be open for
comment Tuesday through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. ET. In addition, the following website provides information about
additional ways to contact the White House by mailing in comments or emailing them: https://www.whitehouse.gov/get-involved
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/write-or-call/.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
The House Health Committee Tuesday heard more than four hours of testimony and received testimony from more than 1,000
witnesses on both sides of legislation that would bar vaccine mandates by public and private entities as hundreds of supporters of the
bill protested vaccine mandates outside of the Statehouse. What happens next with HB248 (Gross) is up to Republican leadership,
Chairman Scott Lipps (R-Franklin) indicated, saying he hopes to be able to move forward with amendments to the bill when the House
reconvenes next month. House Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima) had announced Monday that the bill would be paused after Tuesday's
hearing as they discuss next steps. The bill has been controversial since its introduction, with proponents calling for personal freedom
and the ability to make their own choices when it comes to taking the vaccine, while opponents said it will hamper the ability to
respond and
control infectious diseases, especially at a time when the Delta variant of COVID-19 has led to a spike in cases across the country,
including in Ohio.
GOVERNOR
Amid news Thursday of an attack at the Kabul airport in Afghanistan that killed U.S. military servicemembers and many others during
evacuation efforts there, Gov. Mike DeWine issued the following statement: "I have heard the very sad news coming out of
Afghanistan today and want to express on behalf of all Ohioans our deepest sympathy to the service men and women and the
families of the injured and those who have lost their lives. This is a terrible tragedy. … At a time when we first went into Afghanistan, it
was used as the place in the world where terrorists could gather and find safe harbor. We made the decision to go in there right after
9-11.The fact that we are safe in the U.S. is a direct result of what they did. I want those families to understand that. We thank them
and we thank the men and women who came home. What you did made a difference."
GREAT LAKES
The City Club of Cleveland held its annual "State of the Great Lakes" forum with a discussion on legal avenues for preserving bodies of
water like the Great Lakes. The event featured Kelsey Leonard, a legal scholar and assistant professor in the School of Environment,
Resources, and Sustainability at the University of Waterloo. Leonard, a member of the Shinnecock Indian Nation, discussed the
possibility of
extended "legal personhood" to bodies of water in order to preserve them. While the concept of legal personhood for water may
seem radical to non-Native people, Leonard explained it is a core teaching for many Indigenous people who see water as a "living
relation."
Congress should create a "Great Lakes Authority" to help Midwestern states compete with entities like the Tennessee Valley Authority
(TVA) and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Toledo) said Thursday. "I have been struck by how our region
actually is missing from most of the federal ongoing economic development instrumentalities that have helped grow other regions of
the country," Kaptur said during a presentation at the virtual Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative annual meeting.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
An unseasonable increase in respiratory illnesses -- including rhinovirus, parainfluenza, RSV and COVID-19 -- are pushing Ohio
children's hospitals toward a "perilous situation," Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Director Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff said Monday.
Vanderhoff said during a Zoom press conference that, "The Ohio Children's Hospital Association has reported that they are seeing a
wave of respiratory viruses and illnesses typically seen in winter, rather than summer." He said the increases in RSV and COVID-19 are
particularly concerning, noting RSV can be extremely harmful for young children.
Three of OhioHealth's 12 hospitals are once again suspending elective procedures as the coronavirus continues to spread across the
state. "Due to the upward trend in COVID-19 hospitalizations throughout Ohio, some OhioHealth hospitals will temporarily pause
elective surgeries that require an overnight stay to free up staff and hospital capacity. Due to the fluid nature of this fourth surge, we
will continually monitor capacity and pause or resume elective surgeries with an overnight stay as needed," OhioHealth said.
HIGHER EDUCATION
The Ohio State University (OSU) Board of Trustees approved a raise and bonus for university president Kristina Johnson. Recounting
her leadership in her first full year at Ohio State amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the board approved a three percent increase, or
$27,000, of Johnson's base salary of $900,000. The increase is consistent with the pay raise framework in the university's Annual Merit
Compensation Process for faculty and staff, OSU said. The president also received an award for "achieving and exceeding
performance goals" set at 35 percent of her base salary, or $263,500, which the board said is for Johnson's "steadfast leadership
throughout an unpredictable year." The award is pro-rated based on Johnson's start date. In addition to her base pay, Johnson also
receives $200,000 for her university retirement account annually, $50,000 annually to support her research and education and an
$85,000 annual allowance for other expenses such as an automobile or tax planning services.
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) announced that the office of Federal Student Aid (FSA) has retroactively waived interest
on loans held by more than 47,000 current and former active-duty service members. The department said the action was made
possible by a data-matching agreement with the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) that substantially improves access to a student
loan interest-waiver benefit for many service members with federal student loans.
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The Big 10 Conference said on Monday that it "has determined that if one of its member institutions is unable to play a conference
contest due to COVID-19, that contest shall be declared a forfeit and will not be rescheduled. That contest shall be considered a loss
for the team impacted by COVID-19 and a win for its opponent in the conference standings," the Big 10 continued. "If both of the two
competing teams are unable to participate in a scheduled conference competition due to COVID-19 and as a result the competition is
unable to occur on the calendar day on which it is scheduled, the competition shall be considered a 'no contest.'" The policy was
effective immediately.
Youngstown State University (YSU) received a $5 million donation to its "We See Tomorrow" fundraising campaign. The gift total
matches the largest donation in YSU's 113-year history. The university said the new building housing the Excellence Training Center
(ETC) on the YSU campus is being named in honor of Dr. Chander M. Kohli, a local neurosurgeon and former chair of the YSU Board of
Trustees, and his wife, Karen, in recognition of their donation.
JUDICIAL
Effective Wednesday, Sept. 1, lawyers admitted to the bar in other states will be allowed to provide remote legal services to Ohio.
Amendments to the Ohio Rules of Professional Conduct and Rules for the Government of the Bar of Ohio recognize that, due to
technology, "an attorney can practice the law of his or her own state from anywhere."
Municipalities across Ohio have a major stake in a federal class action complaint seeking millions of dollars in "video" franchise fees
from Netflix, Hulu and other potential content providers that currently do not pay the service tariff imposed on cable and broadcast
TV. The Ohio Municipal Leagues (OML) says they should -- affecting hundreds of budget-conscious cities and villages should the
lawsuit prevail. The state and its 88 counties, however, also have a stake in Maple Heights v. Netflix, the nation's top streaming service
and Hulu note. Netflix itself pays a sales tax of 5.75 percent to the state and between .75 -2 25 percent to various counties but would
be exempted from those charges if it instead were required to pay up to 5 percent in franchise fees to local communities.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Three regions of the state including Central, Northeast and Southwest Ohio are due pay hikes for elected county officials, and some
are wondering how the federal government's busted due date for census results -- which determine county salaries -- could affect
their income not only in 2021 but also in 2020.
Elected officials receive a pay increase -- or a pay cut, the County Commissioners Association of Ohio (CCAO) points out -- when a
county's population changes under one of six compensation "classes" detailed in Ohio Revised Code Section 325. Affected offices
include county commissioners, prosecutors, auditors, treasurers, sheriffs, engineers, coroners, court clerks and recorders.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
Attorney General Dave Yost Friday has certified the summary language for a proposed initiated statute that would legalize marijuana
use in the state for all adults that is being proposed by the Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol (CRMLA). A previous iteration
of the summary had been rejected by the AG's office which said it was not a "fair and truthful representation of the proposed statute."
Now, the proposed statute heads to the Ohio Ballot Board which must determine whether the proposal contains a single law or
multiple laws. If the ballot board certifies the petition, the petitioners must collect signatures from registered voters equal to at least 3
percent of the votes cast in the last gubernatorial election or at least 132,887 valid signatures. In addition, those signatures must come
from voters in at least 44 of Ohio's 88 counties and, for each of those counties, the number must equal at least 1.5 percent of
the votes cast in the last gubernatorial election.
MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM
Citing the effects of the lingering COVID pandemic, the Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) said Wednesday its restructured
managed care program will start July 1, 2022 rather than January. The earlier goal "did not anticipate the persistence of COVID-19 and
its impact on individuals served by the program and their providers," the agency said. ODM Director Maureen Corcoran explained
that, "A July 2022 go-live gives us time to support and inform our members about the new program, to work with community leaders,
and respond to the feedback received from the plans and providers." Ohio will have seven managed care plans for Medicaid
beneficiaries under the new structure, as well as a specialty plan for children with complex needs, OhioRISE. The administration also
selected a single pharmacy benefit manager (PBM) for all of Medicaid, and other specialized vendors to provide additional oversight
on drug pricing and handle provider credentialing, for example.
MENTAL HEALTH
A new study comparing adolescent suicide rates with the availability of mental health services has found that more resources may
contribute to fewer suicides, but don't appear to have any role in reducing suicides involving firearms. The findings support efforts to
bolster mental health services by increasing providers and reducing wait times where services already exist as well as highlight the
need to continue to focus on stricter gun laws, said senior researcher Thomas Wickizer, a professor emeritus at Ohio State's College of
Public Health.
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Gov. Mike DeWine and Ohio U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D) both applauded the U.S. Air Force's announcement Wednesday that the
Mansfield Air National Guard Base, home of the 179th Airlift Wing, has been selected as the preferred site for the Air National Guard's
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first Cyber Warfare Wing. Both noted this new mission will bring more jobs into the community as well as spur more economic growth
and create new opportunities for industry and academic growth. Brown did note that, "As a result of the new cyber mission, the Air
Force will divest the eight C-130Hs flown at Mansfield."
NATURAL RESOURCES
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and the Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) are inviting children to connect with
nature during the third annual Girl Scouts Love State Parks weekend. Events will be held across the country and at Ohio State Parks on
Saturday, Sept. 11 and Sunday, Sept. 12, according to ODNR.
The Lake Erie Water Trail in Cuyahoga County is the 16th to be designated as a state water trail, according to ODNR. The 20-plus mile
water trail along Lake Erie runs from Huntington Beach on the western edge of Cuyahoga County to Sims Park on the eastern edge of
Cuyahoga County, ODNR said.
Ohioans contributed more than $750,000 in 2021 to the conservation of state nature preserves and endangered wildlife through the
annual income tax checkoff program, according to ODNR. The donations collected go directly to programs that protect Ohio's wildlife
and natural areas, ODNR.
The ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves is inviting the public to explore Big Darby Creek State and National Scenic River at
McKitrick Park in Plain City on Saturday, Aug. 28 from 9 a.m. to noon. During this free drop-in program, attendees will be able to
search for stream life and learn how the Ohio Scenic Rivers Program works with community volunteers to determine stream health
based on animals found in the water. The Plain City Department of Parks and Recreation will provide a coloring station for kids and
small nets for field and river adventures, ODNR said.
The ODNR Division of Forestry is inviting the public to attend its annual open house to learn about management plans for Ohio's
state forests. The open house is scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 1 at 6 p.m. and will be held virtually, ODNR said.
Ohio's habitat mosaic of farm fields, woodlots and wetlands provides excellent opportunities to hunt mourning doves, squirrels and
waterfowl when hunting seasons begin during the first week of September, according to ODNR. The hunting seasons that open on
Wednesday, Sept. 1 include squirrel (fox, gray and red), mourning dove, rail, snipe and gallinule. Canada geese and teal (blue-winged,
green-winged and cinnamon) may be hunted during the early waterfowl season beginning Saturday, Sept. 4, ODNR said.
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
According to "Vision Problems in Ohio 2020," an estimated 3.78 million Ohioans have vision problems and as the population ages,
this number will only increase, Prevent Blindness Ohio said. The group said preventive steps include increased vision research as it
announced its 2021 fellowship grants to the following:
- Alyssa Hubai from Case Western Reserve University is studying ways to improve the treatment for ocular toxoplasimosis, a leading
cause of eye inflammation worldwide that can lead to poor visual outcomes.
- Rebecca Deffler from the Ohio State University College of Optometry who is studying ways to improve the driving of individuals
using bioptic telescopes.
- Megan Allyn from Ohio State University who is studying treatment for age-related macular degeneration.
PENSIONS
Retirees in the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System who aren't yet of Medicare age will need to opt in during an upcoming
open enrollment period in order to receive monthly payments for purchasing health coverage, as the termination of the OPERS group
health care plan looms at year's end. The OPERS Board of Trustees voted in early 2020 to end the group plan effective in 2022,
switching to a model where it will instead provide monthly subsidies for pre-Medicare retirees to buy coverage on the open market.
This health reimbursement arrangement (HRA) will be administered by Via Benefits, a vendor OPERS chose to serve as the OPERS
Pre-Medicare Connector to help move retirees into new plans and manage the reimbursement payments. Open enrollment runs Nov.
1 to Dec. 15. During this time, pre-Medicare retirees will have to opt in to the HRA with Via Benefits in order to begin receiving
subsidy payments.
PEOPLE
The Ohio Children's Hospital Association (OCHA) Wednesday announced that it has promoted Sarah Kincaid to the newly created
position of vice president from her previous role as director of policy and advocacy. Kincaid joined OCHA in 2017 and has nearly 15
years of experience in the policy and political arenas.
POLITICS
The Ohio Democratic Party (ODP) announced Tuesday that it has sold its former headquarters located on East Fulton Street in
Columbus to Fairfield Homes, a property management company and housing developer. Former ODP Chairman David Pepper had
announced the plan to sell the 13,000 square-foot building located at 340 E. Fulton St. in January 2020, telling Hannah News that the
building was being sold to Borror, an urban development company. A spokesman for ODP said Tuesday that the Borror sale fell
through because of the pandemic.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
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Members of the Ohio Redistricting Commission Friday unveiled a new website which they said was designed for "transparency and
easy access." It includes a way for the public to submit written testimony as well as their own maps and a portal to watch commission
meetings. Also available is a link to the census data being used as the basis for redrawing the district boundaries. The website can be
found at www.redistricting.ohio.gov/.
The Ohio Redistricting Commission Monday kicked off a whirlwind week of public hearings across the state with meetings in
Cleveland and Youngstown, followed by Dayton and Cincinnati on Tuesday, Zanesville and Rio Grande on Wednesday and Lima and
Toledo on Thursday. They wrap up in Akron and Mansfield on Friday. Some hearings saw overflow crowds which Rio Grande only had
six witnesses. Many complained about the lack of fairness in current maps for both the General Assembly and Congress, offering up
local examples.
The Ohio Redistricting Commission failed to adopt its rules as planned on Thursday, with the co-chairs, Sen. Vern Sykes (D-Akron) and
Speaker of the House Bob Cupp (R-Lima) saying they were still working on them.
Fair Districts Ohio launched its district map drawing competition Friday, with League of Women Voters (LWV) of Ohio Executive
Director Jen Miller saying the group is "bringing people power to the redistricting process." Submissions will be due at midnight on
Monday, Sept. 6 for state legislative maps and at midnight on Wednesday, Sept. 15 for congressional maps. There are no age or
residency requirements with Catherine Turcer noting the 2011 state competition was won by an Illinois state legislator.
The Ohio Citizens Redistricting Commission (OCRC), a group made up of academics, political party officials, community officials, and
others across the state, Wednesday released proposed new district maps for the General Assembly that the group said is based on
input it solicited from Ohioans around the state. The group has been holding events around the state to solicit opinions on the
redistricting process over the last four months. Jeneice Brock, vice chair of OCRC, said the group received 2,000 maps.
SECRETARY OF STATE
Ohio had 15,320 new businesses file paperwork with the secretary of state's office in July, according to Secretary of State Frank
LaRose. According to the secretary of state's office, 126,665 new businesses have been created in the first seven months of 2021, a 32
percent increase from the same timeframe in 2020, when there were 95,671 new filings.
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE
Members of DriveOhio's Advisory Board Wednesday weighed in on where Ohio stands with smart mobility and where it should be
going in the next 15 years. The board meeting held virtually included remarks from Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT)
Director Jack Marchbanks and Joshua Eck, chief of staff for Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, who reaffirmed their commitment to the work of
DriveOhio, a state initiative working to improve smart mobility. Eck said the message for Ohio shouldn't be just that the state builds
cars, but that it is constantly innovating. As the automobile industry changes, Ohio will go with it.
The Transportation Review Advisory Council (TRAC) approved a draft of its annual funding list this week, outlining transportation
projects set to receive funding over the next four years, including more than $292 million in new funding commitments. The Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT) said it will be taking public comment on the list until Friday, Sept. 17. TRAC is scheduled to vote
on the final list at its Wednesday, Sept. 22 meeting.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
The recent appellate court ruling on supplemental unemployment benefits raises key constitutional questions about the governor's
and lawmakers' authority, Attorney General Dave Yost said Thursday in filing an appeal with the Ohio Supreme Court. The 10th
District Court of Appeals ordered Tuesday that Franklin County Common Pleas Judge Michael Holbrook reconsider his decision not to
order resumption of supplemental benefits of $300 per week under the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC)
program. A panel of judges ruled 2-1 that Holbrook abused his discretion in finding the litigants had no likelihood of success on the
merits of their case.
For the week ending Aug. 21, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 8,182 initial traditional
unemployment claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is lower than last week, when the department reported
9,684 traditional jobless claims. Ohioans filed 136,163 continued traditional unemployment claims last week, which was 6,587 fewer
than the previous week.
In other developments, Ohio Office of Budget and Management (OBM) Director Kim Murnieks told Hannah News on Thursday that
the DeWine administration will soon officially pay off the approximately $1.47 billion the state has borrowed from the federal
government to cover unemployment compensation costs during the pandemic. The state is using a large chunk of its American
Rescue Plan (ARP) funding to pay off the loan, as required by HB168 (Fraizer). "We are working with ODJFS to do that over the next
couple weeks. We will be initiating that payment on Aug. 31, in accordance with HB168, and it will be paid to the feds sometime in the
first week of September," Murnieks said.

actionTRACK - Hannah News Service, Inc.
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Pronouns: he/him/his
Office: 330-972-7878
Fax: 330-972-5681
http://www.uakron.edu/im/online-newsroom/university-leaders/
http://www.uakron.edu/student-success/
http://www.uakron.edu/education/

150th-anniversary-uakron

From: iuc_sa <iuc_sa-bounces@lists.osu.edu> On Behalf Of McQuade, Cindy via iuc_sa
Sent: Friday, July 16, 2021 11:37 AM
To: IUC-COVID key contacts listserv <iuc-covd19@lists.osu.edu>; iuc-campus-reopenprotocol@lists.osu.edu; IUC STUDENT AFFAIRS (Listserv) <iuc_sa@lists.service.ohio-state.edu>;
'iuc_legal@lists.service.ohio-state.edu' <iuc_legal@lists.service.ohio-state.edu>
Subject: HB 244 Letter from General Yost
Importance: High
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
To:
IUC COVID Key Contacts
Campus Protocol Working Group
Student Affairs Committee
Campus Legal Counsels Committee
In case you didn’t receive this already, please see the attached letter from Ohio Attorney General
Dave Yost.
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Administration
Office 614-728-5458
Fax 614-466-5087

July 15, 2021
Dear University and College Colleagues:
The purpose of this letter is to alert you to House Bill 244, passed by the General Assembly
on June 28, 2021. H.B. 244 enacts R.C. 3792.04, a provision that prohibits institutions of higher
education from requiring that persons receive a vaccine for which the United States Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has not granted full approval. R.C. 3792.04 further prohibits institutions of
higher education from discriminating against unvaccinated persons, including by requiring
unvaccinated persons to engage in or refrain from engaging in activities or precautions different
from those taken by vaccinated individuals.
The Governor signed HB 244 on July 14, 2021. The effective date is October 13, 2021.
The law will prevent institutions of higher education from mandating any of the COVID19 vaccines currently approved by the FDA for Emergency Use Authorization.
The relevant text from HB 244 is excerpted below:
Sec. 3792.04.
(A) As used in this section:
(1) "Public school" means any of the following: a city, local, exempted village, or joint
vocational school district; community school established under Chapter 3314. of the
Revised Code; STEM school established under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code; or
college-preparatory boarding school established under Chapter 3328. of the Revised
Code.
(2) "State institution of higher education" has the same meaning as in section 3345.011 of
the Revised Code.
(B) Notwithstanding any conflicting provision of the Revised Code, a public school or
state institution of higher education shall not do either of the following:
(1) Require an individual to receive a vaccine for which the United States food and drug
administration has not granted full approval;
(2) Discriminate against an individual who has not received a vaccine described in
division (B)(1) of this section, including by requiring the individual to engage in or
refrain from engaging in activities or precautions that differ from the activities or
precautions of an individual who has received such a vaccine.

30 East Broad Street, 17th Floor | Columbus, Ohio | 43215
www.OhioAttorneyGeneral.gov
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(C) This section does not apply to a hospital or other health care facility that is owned or
operated by, or affiliated with, a state institution of higher education.
We wanted to alert you to this legislation as soon as possible to best enable your institutions to
implement appropriate plans for fall semester and the 2021-2022 academic year.
State supported institutions of higher education are created under and required to act in accordance
with Ohio law, including newly enacted R.C. 3792.04. While I recognize that the effective date
of the Act is after the commencement of the fall semester, it would be wise for administrators and
boards of trustees to carefully consider the wisdom of imposing a vaccine mandate contrary to the
express will of the General Assembly.
In addition, there is an ethical question about a publicly funded institution of the State requiring
individuals to take a vaccine for which the FDA has not granted full approval. I both have had
COVID-19, and received a vaccination. It is appropriate to encourage vaccination. Requiring it,
however, is a different matter. While individuals may make the decision to receive a vaccination
available by Emergency Use Authorization, that decision is different from an institutional
requirement prohibited by R.C. 3792.04.
My Office’s Education Section is available for consultation regarding this topic.
Sincerely,

Dave Yost
Ohio Attorney General
cc:

Mia Yaniko, Chief, Education Section, Office of Ohio Attorney General
Jonathan Fulkerson, Deputy Attorney General, Office of Ohio Attorney General
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Matthew Paul Akers
Gary L. Miller; Wayne R Hill; Eric Green; Tammy Ewin
Fwd: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 5:07:16 PM

FYI
Get Outlook for iOS
From: IUC-GRR <iuc-grr-bounces+akers1=uakron.edu@lists.osu.edu> on behalf of Suver, Mike
via IUC-GRR <iuc-grr@lists.osu.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 4:50 PM
To: iuc-grr@lists.service.ohio-state.edu; iucmedia@lists.service.ohio-state.edu
Subject: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
Hello everyone,
Governor DeWine has just signed HB244, the prohibit vaccine mandate bill. Today was the
last day to act before the bill became law without his signature, but the Governor opted to sign
it. It will take effect in 90 days.  
Mike
Get Outlook for Android
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Matthew Paul Akers
Suver, James M. (Mike)
Governors call with IUC Preisdents
Tuesday, July 6, 2021 12:50:57 PM

Hi Mike,
Do you know what the call with the Governor is about tonight? I mean I know it’s about
HB244, but what exactly?
Thanks,
Matt
Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Matthew Paul Akers
Gary L. Miller; Wayne R Hill; Tammy Ewin; Maria Celeste Cook
HB244
Wednesday, August 25, 2021 8:39:00 AM
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Hello,
I thought you might be interested in today’s Gongwer article that discusses how HB244 is now
basically moot and OSU’s mandate.
Matt

OSU Mandates Vaccines As FDA Approval Renders Bill's Ban
Moot
The Monday approval of Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine by federal regulators means the limits that
legislators imposed on schools and colleges will likely have little impact when they take effect in
October.
Just one day after that development, Ohio State University announced it would require all students
and employees to be immunized against the virus.
"The university is taking this step because vaccines are the safest and most effective form of
protection against COVID-19," OSU President Kristina Johnson wrote in a message to students and
staff. "We are focused on enhancing the health and safety of our community. This step will increase
our ability to support our students in continuing their educational experiences as well as help
protect our current and the state's future workforce."
The school's deadline for individuals to get at least one dose of a vaccine is Oct. 15. For those
receiving two shots, the deadline for the second dose is Nov. 15.
Ms. Johnson wrote that the vaccination schedule does not change the school's guidance on facial
coverings.
"Masks also continue to be an effective tool at combating the spread of COVID-19," she said. "That is
why we are implementing our vaccine requirement with urgency as well as continuing our protocol
to require everyone to wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination status.
In June, the General Assembly enacted a provision blocking schools and state universities from
mandating immunizations not fully approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration as part of a
late amendment to a measure dealing with school enrollment for military families (HB 244 Tracked).
Gov. Mike DeWine signed the bill in mid-July out of support for the underlying language, with a
spokesman saying at the time that COVID-19 vaccines would likely be approved before the effective
date in mid-October. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, July 14, 2021)
That's exactly what happened, at least for the Pfizer vaccine. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, August 23,
2021)
"Our understanding would be that for the vaccine that received the full FDA approval, the issue is
moot," Dan Tierney, a spokesman for Gov. DeWine, said in an interview.
"We always expected this would probably happen before the bill was effective," he added.
The FDA's approval only covers the administration of the vaccine for those 16 and older. For those
aged 12 to 15, it is still available only under an emergency use authorization.
Mr. Tierney said the bill also prohibited schools from treating individuals who have received an
experimental vaccine differently from those who have not.
"Because there is now FDA approval, what this does is allows them to go back to what it was, which
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there are a lot of CDC recommendations that have one set of rules for the vaccinated and one set of
rules for the unvaccinated," he said.
If the vaccine had not received full approval, what likely would have happened is that stricter
restrictions such as masking and social distancing requirements would have been imposed on
everyone regardless of vaccination status, rather than nobody facing restrictions, he said.
"Our analysis was always that institutions were more likely to keep any guidelines for the
unvaccinated and apply those to the vaccinated," he said.
The Pfizer approval also moots language the House added to a bill (SB 111 Track) late in June that
would have prohibited public or private entities from requiring individuals to receive experimental
vaccines. The Senate never took up that measure for concurrence, and the underlying appropriation
of federal American Rescue Plan Act funds was included in another bill that passed both chambers
and earned Gov. DeWine's signature. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, June 24, 2021)
Other vaccine bills pending in the legislature aren't dependent on the shot being considered
experimental.
The most prominent measure (HB 248 Track), which received a hearing in the House Health Track
Committee Tuesday (see separate story), applies to all vaccines, not just those for COVID-19 and
including those long approved by the FDA.
Another measure (HB 350 Track) to prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, which is pending in
the House Civil Justice Track Committee, would cover all vaccinations against the coronavirus but not
other vaccines.

Matthew P. Akers, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President for Government Relations
Associate Director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics
The University of Akron
Buchtel Hall 217
Akron, OH 44325-4702
Office: 330.972.4933
Mobile: 330.416.1988
Email: akers1@uakron.edu
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Kim Bebout
Matthew Paul Akers
Legislative Report
Monday, October 4, 2021 10:32:46 AM
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron. Use caution when
opening attachments, clicking links or responding to requests for information.
Attached is your weekly report. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thank you,

Kim Bebout

Client Service Coordinator
Sean P. Dunn & Associates LLC
Phone: 614-228-9800
37 W. Broad St., Ste. 325
Columbus, OH 43215
www.spdunn.com

PRR22-03-08-297 000106

3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB89

REVISE CONCEALED HANDGUN LAW

(WIGGAM S)

To modify the requirement that a concealed handgun licensee must notify a law enforcement officer that the licensee is authorized to
carry a concealed handgun and is carrying a concealed handgun when stopped.

CURRENT STATUS
3/9/2021 - REPORTED OUT, House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB227

REGARDING CONCEALED WEAPONS

(BRINKMAN T, JORDAN K)

To rename a concealed handgun license as a concealed weapons license, to allow a concealed weapons licensee to carry concealed all
deadly weapons not otherwise prohibited by law, to expand state preemption of firearms regulation to include all deadly weapons, to
repeal a notice requirement for licensees stopped for law enforcement purposes, to authorize expungement of related convictions,
and to allow a person age 21 or older to carry a concealed deadly weapon without a license.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - House Government Oversight, (Third Hearing)
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HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - House Health, (Sixth Hearing)

HB253

REGARDS PROOF OF COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

(CUTRONA A)

Regarding proof of COVID-19 vaccinations.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (First Hearing)

HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
9/22/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)
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To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
9/22/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
9/28/2021 - House Higher Education and Career Readiness, (First Hearing)

HB388

REGARDING VACCINE REFUSAL

(JORDAN K)

To prohibit taking certain actions against an individual because the individual refuses to be vaccinated against a disease.

CURRENT STATUS
8/12/2021 - Introduced

HB400

BAN MASK MANDATES AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

(LOYCHIK M, SCHMIDT J)

To prohibit public schools from requiring students to wear a mask or other facial covering on school premises or a school bus and to
declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HB401

EMPLOYER-MANDATED COVID VACCINATION INJURY

(EDWARDS J)

To exempt an injury or disability caused by an employer-mandated COVID-19 vaccination from the Workers' Compensation Law and
to allow the employee to sue the employer for damages.
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CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HB415

IN-STATE TUITION ELIGIBILITY FOR VETERANS

(MILLER A, JARRELLS D)

Regarding in-state tuition eligibility for veterans, their spouses, and dependents at state institutions of higher education.

CURRENT STATUS
9/21/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HB424

COVID-19 VACCINE - QUALIFIED IMMUNITIES

(KOEHLER K)

To prohibit a political subdivision, public official, public school, state agency, or state institution of higher education from taking
certain actions related to the COVID-19 vaccine, to codify the qualified civil immunities under H.B. 606 of the 133rd General Assembly
permanently, to repeal section 3792.05 of the Revised Code on the date that is two years after the effective date of that section, and
to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
9/20/2021 - Introduced

HB425

COVID-19 - GENETIC TECHNOLOGIES

(WIGGAM S, HALL T)

To prohibit certain actions related to COVID-19 and genetic technologies.

CURRENT STATUS
9/20/2021 - Introduced

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)

To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)
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SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
10/5/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Fourth Hearing)

SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB111

BRENNER A)

VACCINATIONS, CORONAVIRUS RECOVERY INCLUDING TOWNSHIPS

(BLESSING III L,
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To prohibit certain mandatory vaccinations and other activities related to an individual's vaccination status and to make an
appropriation related to coronavirus local fiscal recovery.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 62-34

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
10/6/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Third Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)

To prohibit mandatory vaccinations against the coronavirus, to prohibit requiring proof of vaccinations generally, and to declare an
emergency.
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CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Health, (First Hearing)

SB176

LEGALIZE SPORTS BETTING

(ANTANI N, MANNING N)

To legalize and regulate sports gaming in this state, to levy a tax on businesses that provide sports gaming, and to make other
changes to the Gambling Law.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Finance

SB187

COLLEGE ATHLETES-EARN COMPENSATION

(ANTANI N)

To allow intercollegiate athletes to earn compensation from their name, image, or likeness and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 58-36; Emergency Clause Failed 44-50

SB209

MASK MANDATES

(BRENNER A)

With regard to mask mandates and facial covering requirements for public schools, state institutions of higher education, and
businesses.

CURRENT STATUS
9/8/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate General Government Budget

SB215

CONCEALED HANDGUN POSSESSION

(JOHNSON T)

Regarding a concealed handgun licensee's duty to carry the license and notify a law enforcement officer if the licensee is carrying a
concealed handgun, a right of a person age twenty-one or older and not legally prohibited from firearm possession to carry a
concealed handgun in the same manner as if the person was a licensee, and a pretrial immunity hearing.

CURRENT STATUS
10/5/2021 - Senate Veterans and Public Safety, (Second Hearing)

SCR4

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(CRAIG H, WILLIAMS S)

To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the Governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
2/24/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Health
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get worse before it gets better. "Our forecast models predict our highest volumes of COVID-19 patients will come in the next several
weeks, as this wave peaks in Northern Ohio," Cleveland Clinic said Monday in a statement on its website.
The Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Saturday released guidance to the more than 3,500 COVID-19 vaccine providers statewide on
administering booster doses of the Pfizer/Comirnaty COVID-19 vaccines.
Last week, the FDA authorized a third Pfizer vaccine shot for Americans based on age, health status and occupational risk and Gov.
Mike DeWine said the state would make vaccine boosters available to select groups of the population as soon as practical. In
alignment with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA), ODH said
booster doses of the COVID-19 vaccine are now available for the following populations at least six months after completion of the
primary Pfizer series, meaning at least six months after the second dose was administered:
- People 65 years and older or residents in long-term care settings SHOULD receive a booster shot.
- People ages 50 to 64 with certain underlying medical conditions SHOULD receive a booster shot.
- People ages 18 to 49 with certain underlying medical conditions MAY receive a booster shot based on their individual benefits and
risks. The CDC has indicated that this is a determination made by the vaccine recipient, but those eligible are encouraged to talk to
their health care providers if they have any questions.
- People ages 18 and older who are at increased risk for COVID-19 exposure and transmission because of their job or living in an
institutional setting MAY receive a booster shot based on their individual benefits and risks. The CDC has indicated that this is a
determination made by the vaccine recipient.
The pandemic has disproportionately affected women in the workforce, Institute for Women's Policy Research (IWPR) Study Director
Elyse Shaw said during a virtual panel Wednesday, but the recovery period represents a chance for "bold" improvements. The IWPR is
a national think tank. The panel was organized by the Columbus Women's Commission (CWC) and also included CWC Chair Shannon
Ginther, YWCA Columbus President and CEO Christie Angel and Columbus Division of Police Commander Kelly Weiner, who filled in
for Police Chief Elaine Bryant. Shaw said the pandemic has "highlighted and exacerbated" existing disparities along gender and race,
including wage gaps, and that women were concentrated in the jobs most affected and slowest to be restored. It represented a
"perfect storm" as a result of those factors, she added.
CORRECTIONS
While praising the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (DRC) for its candor in a report that faulted 10 prison staff at the
Correctional Reception Center in Orient for the death of an inmate earlier this year, members of the Correctional Institution Inspection
Committee (CIIC) Wednesday said the case raises considerable concerns for them. Wednesday's hearing was the first meeting where
the committee was able to question DRC about its report, which said prison staff used excessive force while trying to restrain inmate
Michael McDaniel, with the 56-year-old man later dying from apparent heart failure. DRC presented the results of its internal
investigation to the panel, finding the use of force during part of the incident was unjustified and unwarranted.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Ohio Department of Development (DOD) said that applications for the new Transformational Mixed-Use Development Program
are now open. The program provides a tax credit for major-mixed use developments in Ohio. The credit can be used to help finance
new construction and/or improvement of vacant buildings. Developments must include an influence on the economic and social
well-being of the immediate site and surrounding area that will spur long-term change in the area, according to DOD. Properties
eligible for the tax credit must include at least two mixed uses, or three if one use is a parking structure.
EDUCATION
Effective Saturday, Sept. 25, Stephanie Siddens became interim superintendent of the Ohio Department of Education, following
Superintendent Paolo DeMaria's retirement Friday. The State Board of Education had appointed Siddens as interim leader of the
department in August, after Deputy Superintendent John Richard, the previously designated interim superintendent, announced he
will leave effective Oct. 8.
Current and former elected members of the State Board of Education and associations representing local district leaders urged the
House Government Oversight Committee Tuesday to pass legislation shrinking the board to include only its elected membership,
phasing out the sizable minority of board seats filled by appointment of the governor. Under HB298 (Bird-J. Miller), the eight
appointed seats would be eliminated as the current members' terms expire or they leave for other reasons, eventually leaving the
board with 11 elected members. Proponents argued an all-elected board would be more accountable to the public.
Paolo DeMaria retired last week as state superintendent, but it turns out he'll still be reporting to state board members -- a much
larger group of them. DeMaria starts in January as president and CEO of the National Association of State Boards of Education
(NASBE), the organization announced Tuesday. DeMaria will succeed Robert Hull, who is retiring after serving as president and CEO of
NASBE since 2018 and deputy director before that. DeMaria had told Hannah News in an interview ahead of his retirement from state
service that he planned to keep working.
ELECTIONS
The Ohio Poverty Law Center (OPLC) released its analysis on the 2020 General Election, finding that despite the COVID-19 pandemic,
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Ohioans voted in historic numbers, largely spurred by early voting options. The report, titled "Landside Victory for Early Voting," said
that 74 percent of registered Ohio voters turned out to vote in November 2020 resulting in the highest number of voters -- nearly six
million -- in the state's history. OPLC credited much of that increased turnout to expanded access to nontraditional voting methods,
such as voting by mail, the use of drop boxes, and in-person early voting. In 2020, 36 percent of Ohio voters cast their ballots by mail
or used secure drop boxes and nearly 23 percent voted in person before Election Day. The report includes national census data that
show disparities in voter turnout related to income, race, age, and educational attainment were stark. State-level data show that in
Ohio women voted at a higher rate than men and voter turnout was higher among White Ohioans than Black or Hispanic voters.
ELECTIONS 2022
Republican U.S. Senate candidate Matt Dolan announced Tuesday that he will travel the state as part of his Ohio Matters Town Hall
series. The kickoff of the tour will be in Independence on Saturday, Oct. 2. "To be effective and get results, Ohio's next U.S. senator
must be accessible and accountable to the people. Voters expect nothing less from candidates as well," said Dolan in a statement.
"That's why our campaign's first event will put Ohioans' voices front and center and mark the official start of my Ohio Matters Town
Hall Tour."
Democrat Tim Ryan's U.S. Senate campaign announced Tuesday that it will voluntarily recognize a staff union organized with IBEW
Local 1466 after all bargaining unit-eligible employees signed union cards. To guarantee neutrality throughout the process, Ohio
AFL-CIO President Tim Burga oversaw and certified the election, the Ryan campaign said.
The following endorsement was made over the week:
- The U.S. Senate campaign of J.D. Vance announced the endorsement of Charlie Kirk, the founder and president of Turning Point
Action.
ENERGY
The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) says the state's regional grid operator, PJM Interconnection, is the right agency to control
"supplemental" transmission costs that critics say have "ballooned" in recent years with no oversight. The Ohio Consumers' Counsel
(OCC) and Ohio Manufacturers' Association (OMA) want board members to regulate smaller transmission investments -- credited by
PJM's independent market monitor with an 800 percent spike in the new millennium, OPSB says. Ohio's electric utilities claim such a
move could double the agency's caseload, slow economic development and cost consumers more in the long run. Staff agree but say
state oversight of the "supplemental" transmission grid and other projects at 69-100 kilovolts (kV), if the General Assembly approves
new regulatory powers, could allow OPSB to review the benefits of competitive bidding and delayed construction "to achieve the
same operational result at a lower overall cost." That is the takeaway from OPSB's new draft report on electric costs for transmission
infrastructure linking local power generation and consumption to the grid. The siting board is now seeking public comment through
Friday, Oct. 8 and reply comments through Friday, Oct. 15. The final report, commissioned by 134-HB128 (Hoops-Stein) is due
Wednesday, Dec. 1.
GAMING/GAMBLING
A Get Go convenience store in Powell sold a $2 million winning ticket in Thursday's Powerball drawing, the Ohio Lottery announced.
The winning ticket holder chose their own numbers and added "Power Play," matching five of five numbers without the Powerball
number, according to the lottery. The winning numbers were: "2-7-11-17-32+11 PP=3." This is the 59th winner of $1 million or more
for Powerball's five-of-five prize since 2012. The winner has 180 days from the draw date to make a claim. Get Go number 3547,
located at 9590 Sawmill Parkway in Powell, will receive a $1,000 sales bonus.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
Tuesday’s House journal formalized the removal of Rep. Jennifer Gross (R-West Chester) from the House Health Committee and
appointment of Rep. Don Jones (R-Freeport). Gross recently told a Cincinnati TV station she’d been removed from the committee for
pulling a discharge petition on her HB248 (Gross).
Legislation seeking to increase the number of organ donors in the state unanimously passed the Senate on Tuesday. Sen. Stephanie
Kunze (R-Hilliard) said HB21 (Koehler) requires the Ohio Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) and deputy registrars to ask anyone
applying for or renewing a motor vehicle registration if they would like to be an organ donor, unless they've already certified their
willingness to donate their organs. The bill also increases suggested donations for the Second Chance Trust Fund and the "Donate
Life" license plate.
At the beginning of Tuesday's session, Senate Minority Leader Kenny Yuko (D-Richmond Heights) announced that Sen. Nickie
Antonio (D-Lakewood) has been hospitalized following a "setback" in her recovery from back surgery.
The House Government Oversight Committee got a first look Tuesday at legislation touted by Lt. Gov. Jon Husted and Attorney
General Dave Yost as a way to ensure Ohioans' data privacy rights. Reps. Rick Carfagna (R-Westerville) and Thomas Hall
(R-Middletown) presented sponsor testimony on HB376, the Ohio Personal Privacy Act. They announced introduction of the bill in
July. "Currently, there is no national standard for regulating the collection and use of personal information. The purpose of this bill is
not only to establish a statewide standard for data privacy in Ohio, but also to serve as a national model, one that we hope states will
look to emulate and ultimately for our federal government to adopt as our country's policy," Carfagna said.
Latyna Humphrey will represent the 26th House District, House Democrats announced Wednesday. Following the recommendation of
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a screening panel chaired by Rep. Dan Troy (D-Willowick), the caucus voted to appoint Humphrey to fill the vacancy left by former
Rep. Erica Crawley (D-Columbus) when she resigned to become a Franklin County commissioner. Humphrey, currently serving as
bailiff at the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, is expected to take the oath of office in the coming weeks.
Representatives of environmental organizations and American Electric Power (AEP) of Ohio urged members of the House Public
Utilities Committee to support bipartisan energy efficiency bill HB389 (Leland-Seitz) on Wednesday. Environmental Law and Policy
Center (ELPC) senior attorney Robert Kelter thanked House Majority Floor Leader Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati), Rep. David Leland
(D-Columbus) and House Public Utilities Committee Chair Jim Hoops (R-Napoleon) for their efforts in crafting the legislation.
The "Telehealth Expansion Act" drew support from wide-ranging medical associations during Wednesday's Senate Health Committee.
HB122 (Fraizer-Holmes) seeks to codify requirements for telehealth services, which exploded in number during the COVID-19
pandemic. The bill, which passed the House floor unanimously in April, garnered over 20 written submissions of proponent testimony
with another seven individuals testifying in support of the bill in person. From cancer care to behavioral health to dietetics, the bill was
supported by medical professionals in a range of different fields.
In other legislative actions, the House Financial Institutions Committee reported out SB115 (Schuring) which revises the Ohio Pooled
Collateral Program; and the Senate Health Committee reported out SB217 (Schaffer) which addresses long-term care background
checks.
GOVERNOR
Dan McCarthy resigned as legislative director for Gov. Mike DeWine, effective Friday, Sept. 24. In his resignation letter submitted
Thursday, McCarthy wrote that several of his predecessors in past administrations advised him to commit to the job for no more than
two years "because of the pace and grind," and that now is the right time for him to step down. He's had the role close to three years,
since the outset of DeWine's term in January 2019. McCarthy, who was president of the Success Group lobbying firm, has come under
scrutiny for connections to a political group implicated in the FirstEnergy nuclear subsidy scandal. But DeWine has consistently
defended him, most recently in the face of calls for McCarthy to resign by legislative Democrats.
Gov. Mike DeWine on Wednesday signed HB92 (Abrams-Loychik), emergency legislation that originally focused on addressing child
abuse and neglect in military families, but was amended by the Senate Veterans and Public Safety Committee to require the Ohio
Redistricting Commission to create a public website that will allow members of the public to share congressional district plans and to
clarify that funding provided in the state budget for "law-related education" on judicial candidates applies to all candidates who have
filed to run for judicial office in the state. The bill took effective immediately with the governor's signature.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
A study released recently on state vaccination rates -- including but not limited to COVID-19 -- by personal finance site WalletHub
found Ohio was 33rd nationally and fourth among its neighbors. The study used 17 metrics and had three subrankings, with Ohio
28th in adult and elderly vaccination rates, 33rd in "immunization uptake disparities and influencing factors" and 41st in children and
teenager immunization rates. Neighboring states ranked as follows: Pennsylvania, 13th; West Virginia, 21st; Kentucky, 28th; Michigan,
34th; and Indiana, 38th. The top five were Massachusetts, Vermont, Rhode Island, New Hampshire and North Dakota. Those ranked
lowest included Nevada, Arizona, Texas, Georgia and Mississippi.
HIGHER EDUCATION
Youngstown State University (YSU) has wrapped up its "We See Tomorrow" campaign, which raised a record $126 million. The
seven-year fundraising effort was the largest campaign in the university's history, attracting 32,581 gifts, including 40 gifts of at least
$1 million and 57 out-of-town gifts of at least $100,000, the university said.
Kent State University made Campus Pride's list of its "2021 Best of the Best LGBTQ-Friendly Colleges and Universities." This is the
second time in two years Kent State has been on the list. Campus Pride is a national educational organization for LGBTQ and ally
college students and campus groups. It provides resources and services to more than 1,400 campuses annually. The 2021 list is based
on several factors, including information provided annually through the Campus Pride Index concerning policies, programs and
practices.
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) and Lt. Gov. Jon Husted announced Tuesday that the "Ohio College2Careers"
program has been expanded to Wilberforce University and Central State University (CSU), which represent linked institutions. The
program better ensures students with disabilities have the support needed to complete a degree and/or credential, earn higher
wages and meet the coming labor market demands. As a result of the latest state budget, it will provide a full-time, dedicated
vocational rehabilitation counselor in the disability services offices at the two universities.
The Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) announced Thursday the state has been selected to receive federal funding under
the Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP) grant. The grant, from the U.S. Department of
Education, is designed to help low-income and first-generation college students prepare for college and receive needed support.
Ohio will receive $4 million annually for seven years to reduce barriers to college access and completion by the following:
- Increasing the academic performance and preparation for postsecondary education of participating students;
- Increasing the rate of high school graduation and participation in colleges and universities;
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- Increasing educational expectations for participating students; and
- Increasing student and family knowledge of postsecondary education options, preparation, and financing.
HOUSING/HOMELESSNESS
The Ohio Department of Development (DOD) and Ohio Association of Community Action Agencies (OACAA) recently reminded
Ohioans facing foreclosure, eviction or utility shut offs that they can receive assistance through state programs. The Home Relief
Grant includes rent, mortgage and utility assistance, and the Home Energy Assistance Summer Crisis program provides funds for
electric utility bills, central air conditioning repairs and air conditioning unit and/or fan purchases. Ohioans should contact local
community action agencies to apply.
JUDICIAL
President Joe Biden nominated the following for seats on the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio: Bridget Meehan
Brennan, who has served as the acting U.S. attorney for the Northern District of Ohio since January 2021; Charles Esque Fleming, who
has served as assistant federal public defender in the Office of the Federal Public Defender for the Northern District of Ohio since
1991; and Magistrate Judge David Augustin Ruiz. The Northern District has court locations in Akron, Cleveland, Toledo and
Youngstown. It serves more than 6 million Ohioans in the 40 most northern counties in Ohio. The nominees must now be confirmed
by the full U.S. Senate.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
While there has been some improvement over the last three years, patients and prospective patients of the Ohio Medical Marijuana
Control Program (MMCP) are continuing to express high levels of dissatisfaction, according to a new study from the Ohio State
University (OSU) Drug Enforcement and Policy Center (DEPC). According to the researchers' patient survey, 55 percent of respondents
reported some level of dissatisfaction with the program, with 25 percent being "extremely dissatisfied" and 30 percent being
"somewhat dissatisfied."
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Gov. Mike DeWine delivered the keynote address at the Ohio Military Hall of Fame Class of 2021 Induction Ceremony on Friday at the
Statehouse. A total of 15 individuals were inducted in the hall of fame, including Medal of Honor recipient PFC Harold G. Epperson of
the U.S. Marines and Army 1st Lt. W. Wallace Stover, the father of Statehouse lobbyist Steve Stover.
NATURAL RESOURCES
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and the Grand Lake Saint Marys Lake Facilities Authority broke ground on the
H2Ohio Burntwood-Langenkamp wetland in Mercer County. This new wetland is the fourth "treatment train" associated with nutrient
reduction efforts at Grand Lake St. Marys. The 89-acre project consists of three wetlands, several acres of planted trees and a large
buffer area of planted grasses that will slow the flow of water and trap, filter and remove excess pollutants before they can run into
the lake.
The muskellunge, or "muskie," is a popular game fish that can grow to immense sizes in Ohio's inland lakes, according to the ODNR
Division of Wildlife. Nine Ohio reservoirs are stocked with muskie by the ODNR Division of Wildlife and one, Pymatuning Lake on the
Pennsylvania state line, is stocked by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission. Staff from Ohio's London and Kincaid state fish
hatcheries stock approximately 20,000 muskies measuring 8-12 inches every fall, ODNR said. Ohio lakes where muskies are stocked
include the following:
- Alum Creek Lake (Delaware County)
- Caesar Creek Lake (Clinton, Greene and Warren counties)
- Clear Fork Reservoir (Morrow and Richland counties)
- East Fork Lake (Clermont County)
- Lake Milton (Mahoning County)
- Leesville Lake (Carroll County)
- Piedmont Lake (Belmont and Harrison counties)
- Pymatuning Lake (Ashtabula County and Pennsylvania)
- Salt Fork Reservoir (Guernsey County)
- West Branch Reservoir (Portage County)
The ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves (DNAP) is taking steps to further improve the conditions necessary for federally
endangered piping plovers to nest. Beginning Monday, Nov. 1, part of the beach at Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve will be
closed to public access to protect the various plant and animal species that call this unique shoreline home, according to ODNR.
PEOPLE
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Ice Miller LLP on Friday announced the addition of partner Sara Gonso Tait to its Public Affairs Group. Gonso Tait most recently served
as executive director of the Indiana Gaming Commission, where she was the chief regulator of Indiana's 13 casinos.
Former Center of Science and Industry (COSI) President and CEO Kathryn Sullivan was named as a member of President Joe Biden's
Council of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) Wednesday, following Obama administration roles including as administrator
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere.
Sullivan is a retired astronaut and oceanographer, and was the first American woman to walk in space during one of her three Space
Shuttle missions. The Biden administration also noted she has held leadership positions in higher education and the private sector.
Noah Johnson recently joined the Ohio Insurance Institute (OII) as manager of strategic public affairs, primarily assisting with the
government affairs program and political outreach. Prior to joining OII, Johnson served as senior legislative aide in the Ohio Senate to
Sen. George Lang (R-West Chester).
Sen. Kristina Roegner (R-Hudson)and Rep. Bill Roemer (R-Richfield) were both recently presented with the Outstanding Legislator
Award from the Ohio Society of CPAs for their work to improve Ohio's tax code and business climate.
The Ohio Association of County Behavioral Health Authorities (OACBHA) recently announced the recipients of its 2021 CARES Awards
which are presented annually to frontline workers and leaders throughout the state who have dedicated significant time and expertise
to support and serve Ohioans affected by substance use disorders. This includes health care and behavioral health care workers,
police officers, firefighters, EMTs, children's services workers, and emergency department staff, among others. The following received
the 2021 CARES Champions of Recovery Awards: Kate Siefert, Crawford County health commissioner; Jennifer Cochran, assistant chief
of administration, Delaware County EMS; Chief Deputy Gery Thobe, Mercer County Sheriff's Office; Dr John Gabis, Adena Health
System; Stefani Whitmire, peer support specialist, Townhall II; Lt. Katherine Williams, city of Franklin Division of Fire and EMS; LeeAnn
Price, suicide coalition treasurer, H.O.P.E. facilitator, LOSS team member; and Patrolman Jerome Fatzinger, city of Wooster Police
Department.
PUBLIC SAFETY
Gov. Mike DeWine said this week that the third round of funding for a program to help law enforcement agencies extradite violent
suspects arrested on outstanding warrants is now available. The governor said $200,000 is available through the Ohio Prisoner
Extradition Reimbursement Program. The program is available to local law enforcement agencies that have limited funds or
personnel, and it reimburses the cost of extraditing suspects on warrants for Tier 1 offenses who have been arrested in another state
or jurisdiction.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
The Ohio Supreme Court now has three lawsuits challenging the new maps for the Ohio House and Senate after three Ohio civic
groups and six individuals announced they had filed a challenge with the Court Monday. The Ohio Redistricting Commission adopted
new maps along party lines very early on Thursday, Sept. 16, which would limit the new General Assembly district lines to four years.
However, all three lawsuits are seeking to have the Court order new maps to be drawn. Monday's lawsuit, Ohio Organizing
Collaborative v. Ohio Redistricting Commission, which includes the Ohio Organizing Collaborative, the Ohio Environmental Council,
and the Council on American-Islamic Relations Ohio (CAIR), argues that the new maps violate the prohibition against partisan
gerrymandering and voters' equal protection and associational rights under the Ohio Constitution. The groups are being represented
by the Brennan Center for Justice and attorney Reed Smith. Monday's lawsuit follows ones filed last Thursday by the ACLU of Ohio
and the National Democratic Redistricting Committee in Bennett v. Ohio Redistricting Commission. This latter is the NDRC National
Redistricting Action Fund's (NRAF) first legal challenge to a map drawn as part of the 2021 redistricting process in the U.S. Don
McTigue of McTigue and Colombo LLC is the counsel of record.
House Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima) and Senate President Matt Huffman (R-Lima) Tuesday responded to the three lawsuits brought
against the Ohio Redistricting Commission that challenge recently approved General Assembly maps, saying there "is no plausible
theory upon which [plaintiffs] can prevail in this action based on their own allegations" and that the leaders will be seeking to have the
lawsuits dismissed. The Ohio Supreme Court, which had asked the commission and its members to respond to proposed briefing
schedules by the plaintiffs in the cases by Tuesday, received three separate responses from the commission itself; Attorney General
Dave Yost on behalf of commission members Gov. Mike DeWine, Secretary of State Frank LaRose and Auditor Keith Faber; and from
Cupp and Huffman. The responses argue that the Court should not set a schedule for discovery in the case until a number of legal
questions are first addressed by the Court. Alternatively, the briefs said if the Court moves forward with the discovery, the defendants
suggest a schedule that would have all briefs submitted by mid-December.
However, the Ohio Supreme Court Wednesday set a briefing schedule in all three lawsuits, ordering the parties to file any evidence
they intend to present no later than Friday, Oct. 22, 2021. Additionally, the court said the plaintiffs shall file a brief no later than Friday,
Oct. 29, 2021; respondents shall file a brief no later than Friday, Nov. 5, 2021; and plaintiffs may file a reply brief no later than
Wednesday, Nov. 10, 2021. The Court barred any requests for an extension of time. The Court also scheduled the first lawsuit that was
filed by the League of Women Voters and the ACLU of Ohio for oral arguments on Wednesday, Dec. 8.
The Ohio Citizens Redistricting Commission (OCRC) Friday unveiled its ideal new congressional map based on input from hearings the
group held around Ohio, dividing the state up with seven Democratic-leaning seats and eight-Republican leaning seats. The coalition
made up of academics, Democratic officials, community officials, and others across the state, went through a similar process for the
Ohio General Assembly maps, submitting their proposal to the Ohio Redistricting Commission.
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As expected, the General Assembly did not pass bipartisan legislation creating new congressional districts by the Thursday, Sept. 30
deadline, kicking the process to the Ohio Redistricting Commission. The commission will now have until the end of the October to
attempt to draw its own map with minority support of its members. If it does not, the process reverts back to the General Assembly,
which can draw a map with a simple majority that will last four years. The final deadline for a congressional map is Tuesday, Nov. 30.
During the later stages of this process, maps must adhere to stricter requirements if it fails to receive the support of at least one-third
of the minority members of the General Assembly. These requirements include the following: the plan must not unduly favor or
disfavor a political party or its incumbents; the map shall not unduly split governmental units, giving preference to keeping whole,
counties, townships and cities; and the districts shall be compact. Additionally, the state is losing a district due to national shifts in
population, moving from 16 to 15 congressional districts.
Ahead of the Thursday, Sept. 30 deadline for the General Assembly to adopt a bipartisan congressional map under the Ohio
Constitution, Senate Minority Leader Kenny Yuko (D-Richmond Heights) and Sen. Vern Sykes (D-Akron), a co-chair of the Ohio
Redistricting Commission, introduced SB237, their proposal for a congressional district map.
STATE GOVERNMENT
The Ohio Department of Commerce (DOC) issued a reminder Thursday that the state minimum wage will increase to $9.30 per hour
for non-tipped employees and $4.65 per hour for tipped employees on Jan. 1, 2022. This applies to employees of businesses with
annual gross receipts of over $342,000 per year. The current minimum wage is $8.80 for non-tipped employees and $4.40 for tipped
employees, and it applies to businesses with gross receipts of more than $319,000 per year.
TECHNOLOGY/AEROSPACE
Business and tech leaders held the first "Ohio Tech Day" Friday, working to raise awareness on the role of innovation in the state
economy and promote students' entry into the technology workforce. It was organized by the nonprofit Ohio X, with President Chris
Berry saying he intends it to be an annual event. The day included a virtual forum and in-person events around the state and was
sponsored by Facebook.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
The Unemployment Compensation Modernization and Improvement Council (UCMIC) heard an overview of the auditor of state's
performance audit of the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Thursday, following the release of the full document
on Sept. 23. Tim Keen, senior advisor to Auditor Keith Faber, said the report provides "realistic and actionable recommendations that
can contribute to the ongoing efforts of the DeWine administration, the General Assembly and this committee" on improving the
unemployment compensation (UC) system. He also acknowledged the efforts of ODJFS Director Matt Damschroder and the
cooperation of ODJFS staff.
For the week ending Sept. 25, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 10,135 initial traditional
unemployment claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is lower than the previous week, when the department
reported 12,952 traditional jobless claims. Ohioans filed 108,100 continued traditional unemployment claims last week, which was
51,676 fewer than the previous week, according to a news release from ODJFS. The total number of traditional claims filed from Sept.
19 through Sept. 25 was 118,235.
UTILITIES
The Office of Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) released an email thread between the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO),
American Electric Power (AEP) and London Economics International Wednesday that raises major questions about the independence
and objectivity of the commission's "independent" audits. Last year's third-party review of Ohio Valley Electric Corporation (OVEC)
subsidies was redacted not only by PUCO but also by AEP Ohio's regulatory office, the newly released records show.
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio's (PUCO) office of administrative law judge has set a deadline of Monday, Oct. 4 for public
comments on the post-133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin) audit of FirstEnergy and placed its imprimatur Wednesday on agency efforts to
expand the audit to the utility's naming rights to the Cleveland Browns' stadium. Senior Attorney Examiner/Administrative Law Judge
Gregory Price officially ordered independent auditor Blue Ridge Consulting Services to enlarge its probe of the company's "capital
recovery" charges to determine the source of the $102 million FirstEnergy paid to put its name on the stadium. PUCO signaled the
move Tuesday after Ranking Minority Member Kent Smith (D-Euclid) of the House Public Utilities Committee urged commission
Chairwoman Jenifer French to expand the audit to FirstEnergy's naming rights.
Sens. Mark Romanchuk (R-Mansfield) and Hearcel Craig (D-Columbus) told the Office of Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) Governing
Board Wednesday that SB117's (Romanchuk-Craig) bipartisan repeal of 133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin) coal subsidies to the Ohio Valley
Electric Corporation (OVEC) is hopefully on track for passage, albeit with possible changes to placate Senate holdouts. Introduced in
March, SB117 was last heard by the Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee shortly before the June budget deadline, when
OVEC stakeholders American Electric Power (AEP), Duke Energy and AES Ohio pushed back on repeal.
WORKERS' COMPENSATION
The Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) Board of Directors on Friday approved the expansion of the agency's December
2020 $5 billion dividend to approximately 3,000 employers who did not originally meet eligibility requirements. The expansion was
requested by Gov. Mike DeWine and allows for approximately $30 million to go to the previously ineligible employers who, through
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no fault of their own, could not perform their 2019 "true-up" in the timeframe for the dividend return.
WORKFORCE
Lt. Gov. Jon Husted announced Friday that the state's 11th application period for the TechCred program will run from Friday, Oct. 1 to
Friday, Oct. 29. Since it began in October 2019, it has led to approval of 1,419 Ohio employers and 26,872 tech-focused credentials.
Results of the 10th round, which closed Aug. 30, will be announced in the coming weeks.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB89

REVISE CONCEALED HANDGUN LAW

(WIGGAM S)

To modify the requirement that a concealed handgun licensee must notify a law enforcement officer that the licensee is authorized to
carry a concealed handgun and is carrying a concealed handgun when stopped.

CURRENT STATUS
3/9/2021 - REPORTED OUT, House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB227

REGARDING CONCEALED WEAPONS

(BRINKMAN T, JORDAN K)

To rename a concealed handgun license as a concealed weapons license, to allow a concealed weapons licensee to carry concealed all
deadly weapons not otherwise prohibited by law, to expand state preemption of firearms regulation to include all deadly weapons, to
repeal a notice requirement for licensees stopped for law enforcement purposes, to authorize expungement of related convictions,
and to allow a person age 21 or older to carry a concealed deadly weapon without a license.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - House Government Oversight, (Third Hearing)
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HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - House Health, (Sixth Hearing)

HB253

REGARDS PROOF OF COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

(CUTRONA A)

Regarding proof of COVID-19 vaccinations.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (First Hearing)

HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)
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To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HB388

REGARDING VACCINE REFUSAL

(JORDAN K)

To prohibit taking certain actions against an individual because the individual refuses to be vaccinated against a disease.

CURRENT STATUS
8/12/2021 - Introduced

HB400

BAN MASK MANDATES AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

(LOYCHIK M, SCHMIDT J)

To prohibit public schools from requiring students to wear a mask or other facial covering on school premises or a school bus and to
declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HB401

EMPLOYER-MANDATED COVID VACCINATION INJURY

(EDWARDS J)

To exempt an injury or disability caused by an employer-mandated COVID-19 vaccination from the Workers' Compensation Law and
to allow the employee to sue the employer for damages.
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CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HB415

IN-STATE TUITION ELIGIBILITY FOR VETERANS

(MILLER A, JARRELLS D)

Regarding in-state tuition eligibility for veterans, their spouses, and dependents at state institutions of higher education.

CURRENT STATUS
9/8/2021 - Introduced

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)

To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35
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SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)

SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB111

VACCINATIONS, CORONAVIRUS RECOVERY INCLUDING TOWNSHIPS

(BLESSING III L,

BRENNER A)
To prohibit certain mandatory vaccinations and other activities related to an individual's vaccination status and to make an
appropriation related to coronavirus local fiscal recovery.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 62-34

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)
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To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)

To prohibit mandatory vaccinations against the coronavirus, to prohibit requiring proof of vaccinations generally, and to declare an
emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Health, (First Hearing)

SB176

LEGALIZE SPORTS BETTING

(ANTANI N, MANNING N)

To legalize and regulate sports gaming in this state, to levy a tax on businesses that provide sports gaming, and to make other
changes to the Gambling Law.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Finance

SB187

COLLEGE ATHLETES-EARN COMPENSATION

(ANTANI N)

To allow intercollegiate athletes to earn compensation from their name, image, or likeness and to declare an emergency.
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refund from the ride COVID has taken us on, but in this case there was written policy not followed," Yost said. According to the AG's
office, Ohio, nine other states and the District of Columbia initiated a coordinated investigation after receiving numerous complaints
from consumers that StubHub was violating its own policy under the "FanProtect Guarantee."
Ohio Attorney General (AG) Dave Yost Thursday announced the completion of an $808 million settlement with the three largest
distributors of opioids. Under the agreement, Ohio cities and counties could begin receiving the funds as early as November, and the
money is guaranteed even if the national agreement doesn't come to fruition. Ohio would have gone to trial on Monday, Sept. 20 had
a deal not been reached. The distributors, Cardinal Health, McKesson and AmerisourceBergen, will be required to pay a continuous
annual flow of settlement money over 18 years. While the companies can pay extra in a given year or "pre-pay," any additional money
would come off the back end so there is no disruption in payments. The distributors have also agreed to pay the state's attorney's
fees on top of the settlement, meaning the settlement amount will not be reduced by legal fees. The OneOhio plan, first announced
last March has been incorporated into the settlement, Yost said, with 85 percent of the settlement money going to local distribution:
30 percent of the money is earmarked for local community recovery programs and the majority, 55 percent, will go to a foundation
created to disburse the money and fund programs that help those affected by the opioid epidemic or prevent addiction. The
remaining 15 percent goes to the state of Ohio.
BUSINESS/CORPORATE
Ohio responses in the U.S. Census Bureau's "Small Business Pulse Survey" updated Thursday largely followed national responses on
how they have been affected overall by the pandemic. From Sept. 6-12, 68.9 percent of Ohio small businesses said they were
negatively affected at either a "large" or "moderate" level, compared with 67.2 percent nationally. Around 22 percent of Ohio small
businesses and 24 percent of national ones saw "little or no effect," while positive effects were reported by 9 percent for Ohio and 8.6
percent for the country. The state and national data on whether businesses had a change in the number of employees ran even closer
together, with around 80.6 reporting no change, 11.7 reporting a decrease and 7.6 an increase.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
State leaders can take numerous, cost-effective steps to prevent stresses and traumas that can affect children's wellbeing in the long
term, according to a recent policy brief from the Health Policy Institute of Ohio (HPIO). HPIO has been releasing a series of reports on
the effects of adverse childhood experiences, or ACEs, and in the latest, "Adverse Childhood Experiences: A strategic approach to
prevent ACES in Ohio," it reviews a dozen prevention strategies.
Kindergartners from low-income families spent more than six hours a day in front of screens during two early months of the
COVID-19 pandemic, a study out of Ohio State University (OSU) suggests. That figure is nearly double the screen time found before
the pandemic in similar children, according to other research. Caregivers from low-income households may have faced more
difficulties than those from more advantaged families in managing the time their children spent watching TV and using computers,
phones and tablets when child care was shut down, according to the researchers.
CIVIL RIGHTS
Leaders of the Ohio Conference of the NAACP and its regional affiliates around the state Friday strongly opposed legislative
proposals to curtail early voting and criticized the draft maps now before the Ohio Redistricting Commission as unfair and out of line
with voters who backed redistricting reform. "The NAACP has been on the forefront to fight voter suppression. Here we thought
HB294 was a bad bill ... and lo and behold some legislators introduced HB387, which is a draconian bill that takes us back to where
we've been fighting all these years to not be. We will oppose that legislation, we will testify against it," said Tom Roberts, a former
state senator from Dayton who now serves as president of the Ohio NAACP, during a press conference held as part of its two-day
state convention in Columbus.
CORONAVIRUS
Although Ohio's trend of rising daily COVID-19 cases showed no sign of stopping Friday, Gov. Mike DeWine, though a vocal
supporter of vaccination, said he's not on board with President Joe Biden's proposal to use Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) regulations to mandate vaccinations at larger businesses.
Dozens of House members signed on to a letter urging Attorney General Dave Yost to pursue "every legal recourse" to block the
Biden administration's plan to use OSHA authority to require vaccination or regular COVID testing at larger businesses. On social
media, Rep. Kyle Koehler (R-Springfield) said his office delivered the letter Friday to Yost with 50 representatives' signatures. They
include GOP caucus leaders such as Speaker Pro Tem Tim Ginter (R-Salem), Majority Floor Leader Bill Seitz (R-Cincinnati), Assistant
Majority Floor Leader Rick Carfagna (R-Westerville), Majority Whip Don Jones (R-Freeport) and Assistant Whip Cindy Abrams
(R-Harrison). Koehler's post on Facebook said additional House members indicated they were writing their own letters.
Ohio's six children's hospitals and many of the state's adult hospitals are overwhelmed with COVID-19 patients, and that's largely
because roughly half of Ohio's school districts aren't requiring masks, Gov. Mike DeWine and leaders from the Ohio Children's
Hospital Association (OCHA) said Tuesday. "The data are now clear that there is a higher level of COVID-19 in school districts where
masks are not required," DeWine said during the Zoom press conference. "If we want our schools to stay open, the best way to do
that is for those 12 and over to get vaccinated. But because those under 12 are still too young to be vaccinated, we need students
who come in to school to wear a mask until we get through this." DeWine was joined by OCHA President and CEO Nick Lashutka,
Dayton Children's Hospital President and CEO Debbie Feldman, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Chief of Staff Dr. Patty Manning,
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Nationwide Children's Hospital Chief Medical Officer Dr. Rustin Morse and ProMedica Russell J. Ebeid Children's Hospital Chief
Nursing Officer Paula Grieb.
In his latest briefing with hospital officials on Thursday, Sept. 16, Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Director Bruce Vanderhoff warned
that the state is becoming "worrisomely close" to making decisions on prioritizing care, a task they never want to have to perform.
"Hospitals are being stretched toward capacity," he said, adding that is both because of "high numbers" of COVID-19 hospitalizations
and staffing challenges. "... Hospitals are having to make difficult decisions and implement plans that alleviate that pressure on their
systems and their staff." Vanderhoff said those plans have included rescheduling elective procedures, diverting patients to other
hospitals and implementing patient visitation policies. Some hospitals have even temporarily reached full capacity.
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
Ohio's current sentencing structure, created by 121-SB2 (Greenwood) and several other bills tinkering with the law in the years since
its implementation, needs comprehensive reform to improve confidence in the criminal justice system, judges said during an Ohio
Criminal Sentencing Commission (OCSC) meeting on Thursday. Ohio Eighth District Court of Appeals Judge John Gallagher said the
General Assembly should "immediately repeal SB2," adding that he doesn't doubt the law was passed with good intentions, but
lamenting that it has "failed miserably."
DEATH PENALTY
Gov. Mike DeWine issued a fourth reprieve Friday to condemned inmate Warren K. Henness for a lack of available drugs to carry out
Ohio's lethal injection procedure, while also delaying the execution of the following three other Death Row inmates:
- Stanley T. Adams, scheduled to die Feb. 16, 2022, now has an execution date of Feb. 19, 2025.
- John E. Drummond, scheduled to die April 21, 2022, now has an execution date of April 16, 2025.
- James G. Hannah, scheduled to die May 18, 2022, now has an execution date of May 14, 2025.
EDUCATION
The State Board of Education (SBOE) was mostly within its rights to order reviews and training related to racism and implicit bias but
lacks authority to extend that to all contractors working for the Ohio Department of Education (ODE), Attorney General Dave Yost's
office wrote in a formal opinion to the board Tuesday. He cautioned that those reviews and the content of the training could end up
getting the board in trouble.
ODE announced recently that 68 schools will be honored with the Purple Star Award this school year. The award recognizes a school's
commitment to serving and supporting students and families connected to the U.S. armed forces and Ohio National Guard. A full list
of honorees can be found at https://tinyurl.com/tkxmprk3.
Half of lower income or Hispanic parents and 39 percent of all parents reported at least one of their children fell behind academically
as a result of the pandemic, with online learning associated with even greater issues, according to recent results from the Kaiser
Family Foundation (KFF) Vaccine Monitor poll. More than a third of parents said a child fell behind in social-emotional development,
and 29 percent reported mental health or behavioral problems in their child.
ELECTIONS 2021
Secretary of State Frank LaRose Monday broke a tie vote by the Hamilton County Board of Elections that will allow Rep. Tom
Brinkman (R-Cincinnati) to appear on the November ballot for Cincinnati City Council, along with a Democrat, despite a missing date
on their candidate petitions. In both cases, Brinkman and Te'Airea Powell failed to provide a date on the Statement of the Circulator
section of their petitions. Earlier this month, the Hamilton County Board of Elections split, with Democrats voting against certification
of the petitions for council and Republicans voting in favor.
A 34-year-old nonprofit executive and the president of Cleveland City Council were the top vote earners in a primary held Tuesday for
Cleveland mayor; they will face off in November. According to unofficial results, Justin Bibb, the youngest candidate among the seven
in the primary, earned 27.14 percent of the vote, while second-place finisher Kevin Kelley, the president of Cleveland City Council,
earned 19.39 percent of the vote. Former Cleveland Mayor and Congressman Dennis Kucinich was third with 16.54 percent, while Sen.
Sandra Williams (D-Cleveland) came in sixth with 11.43 percent.
In other races on Cleveland's primary ballot, Rep. Stephanie Howse (D-Cleveland) finished first in an 11-person primary for Cleveland
Council Ward 7, getting 28.68 percent of the vote and will face second-place finisher, T.J. Dow, who earned 25.11 percent. Both Howse
and Dow formerly held the seat, with Dow having defeated Howse for the seat in 2008.
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- Ohio Right to Life PAC and National Right to Life endorsed Mike Carey for Congress.
- The League of Conservation Voters (LCV) Action Fund endorsed Allison Russo and Shontel Brown for Congress.
ELECTIONS 2022
Mothers from across Ohio detailed how schools' responses to the COVID-19 pandemic continues to wreak havoc on their lives and
the lives of their children at a virtual roundtable Monday hosted by Dayton Mayor and Democratic candidate for governor Nan
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Whaley. Whaley said keeping schools open and students learning in-person should be a priority and that the mounting number of
schools that are temporarily closing or moving to remote learning in recent weeks due to the spread of COVID-19 is evidence that
Gov. Mike DeWine should issue a statewide school mask mandate.
Four of Ohio's big city mayors endorsed their Dayton counterpart, Democrat Nan Whaley, for governor Thursday. The announcement
gives Whaley support from "the four largest cities that are, sort of, in play for an endorsement in this race" as Toledo Mayor Wade
Kapszukiewicz put it -- a reference to Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley, also a Democratic candidate for governor. Kapszukiewicz was
joined by Akron Mayor Dan Horrigan, Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther and Cleveland Mayor Frank Jackson in an online press
conference to announce the endorsements. They cited Whaley's leadership of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, her role in founding the
Ohio Mayors Alliance and the experience she's had working with others to achieve results.
Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley, also a Democratic candidate for governor, traveled to Cuyahoga County for an endorsement event
this week with Highland Hills Mayor Michael Booker, Woodmere Mayor Ben Holbert and Warrensville Heights Mayor Brad Sellers.
Ohio Supreme Court Justice Jennifer Brunner Tuesday outlined her platform for chief justice, saying she would look to build upon
many of the initiatives of current Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor as well as to increasing access to justice and identifying systemic
racism in the criminal justice system. The only Democrat so far to announce a campaign to become chief justice after O'Connor is
forced to retire due to age limits, Brunner will likely face fellow Justice Sharon Kennedy, who has the endorsement of the Ohio
Republican Party, on next year's ballot.
Republican gubernatorial candidate Joe Blystone announced on social media that his campaign manager Joanna Swallen is leaving
the campaign for unnamed personal reasons.
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The gubernatorial campaign of Nan Whaley announced the endorsement of the Dayton Building & Construction Trades Council.
- The U.S. Senate campaign of J.D. Vance announced the endorsement of U.S. Sen. Josh Hawley (R-MO).
ENERGY
Former Michigan governor and now U.S. Department of Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm rolled out the Biden administration's
Local Energy Action Program (LEAP) Wednesday to help coal-rich Appalachia and other low-income communities embrace renewable
generation and "environmental justice" as pathways to social equity. Granholm said "Communities LEAP" will work to transition the
U.S. to a carbon-free economy, reduce air pollution, increase energy resilience, lower "energy burdens" and utility costs and create
good-paying jobs for underprivileged Americans.
ENVIRONMENT
The Ohio Air Quality Development Authority (OAQDA) has announced a new "Green Bonds" program to meet the environmental and
economic needs of Ohio businesses and communities. "The new initiative is anticipated to diversify and expand the pool of national
and local investors for development projects focused on sustainability in the state of Ohio," OAQDA said. Green Bonds issued by
OAQDA will conform to the agency's recently-released "Green Bonds Framework," which is aligned with internationally-recognized
financial market standards, OAQDA said. The bonds can finance projects that address renewable energy, energy efficiency, electric
vehicle or alternative fuel infrastructure, recycling or waste disposal and/or mitigation of harmful air pollution.
FEDERAL
U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) continued his push for the passage of the bipartisan infrastructure bill he helped craft while speaking
with reporters Tuesday. The U.S. Senate passed the Infrastructure Investment & Jobs Act early last month in a 69-30 vote that included
19 Republican senators. Portman, who played a lead role in crafting the legislation, has been championing the bill since.
GAMING/GAMBLING
Ohio's gambling entities continued to post strong revenues in August, with casinos, racinos and the Ohio Lottery reporting
year-over-year increases in August 2021. The state's four casinos made $82.5 million in August 2021, higher than August 2020's total
of $77.4 million, according to the Ohio Casino Control Commission (OCCC). Ohio's seven racinos raked in $111 9 million from video
lottery terminals (VLTs) in August 2021, up from $94.8 million in August 2020, according to the Ohio Lottery Commission (OLC). Total
traditional tickets sales for the Ohio Lottery were $349.1 million, compared to $330.7 million in August 2020.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
The Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee reported out both SR175 (Romanchuk) and SR176 (Schaffer) during their first
hearings on Tuesday. SR175 urges the PJM Interconnection and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to preserve the
Minimum Offer Price Rule (MOPR) for the 13-state grid covered by PJM. SR176 urges Congress to avoid implementing
"disproportionate" tax increases for the oil and natural gas industry. Committee Chair Sen. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon) said it was
important to move these resolutions as soon as possible because federal action on these issues is expected in the coming days for
SR175, and in the coming weeks for SR176. The resolutions went on to be adopted by the full Senate along party lines on Wednesday.
The upper chamber has once again passed a version of Sen. Theresa Gavarone's (R-Bowling Green) "Relapse Reduction Act," but this
time the legislation was supported by Senate Democrats because of significant changes made to SB25 (Gavarone) in committee. The
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bill passed 29-1 on Wednesday, with Sen. Niraj Antani (R-Miamisburg) casting the lone "no" vote. Previous versions of the bill,
133-SB55 (Gavarone) and 132-HB296 (Gavarone), both failed to pass both chambers. The House will now consider SB25.
In other action, the Senate Ways and Means Committee reported out SB47 (Brenner-Peterson) which addresses overtime pay.
GREAT LAKES
The statewide Harmful Algal Bloom Research Initiative (HABRI) is improving information-sharing and priority-setting among Ohio
universities and state agencies, helping to better prevent and manage future water quality crises, according to Ohio Sea Grant. Ohio
Sea Grant -- on behalf of Ohio State University, the University of Toledo and the Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) -- on
Monday released the 2021 HABRI research findings report.
HIGHER EDUCATION
The U.S. Department of Education has awarded a total of $1,864,297 in grants to four Ohio educational institutions and organizations
as part of the Educational Opportunity Centers (EOC) program. The EOC program aims to increase the number of adults who pursue
postsecondary education by providing counseling, support services, information on college admissions and postsecondary education
options as well as student financial assistance. The four awards announced in Ohio are the following:
- $750,750 to Educational Partners Inc. in Dayton
- $272,634 to Eastern Gateway Community College in Youngstown
- $446,708 to Shawnee State University in Portsmouth
- $394,205 to Cuyahoga Community College District in Cleveland
Ohio State University (OSU) has introduced a new autonomous food delivery service that allows students, faculty and staff to order
and receive food from campus cafes and restaurants. The program, which went live last month, uses more than 50 picnic-cooler-sized
rovers that roll across campus to deliver food and drinks to the community.
Central State University (CSU) is one of five historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) selected to participate in a new
scholarship program from Tiffany & Co. in collaboration with Beyonce and Jay-Z. Last month the jewelry company launched the
"About Love" campaign starring the two performers, and now Tiffany & Co., in collaboration with BeyGOOD and the Shawn Carter
Foundation, has announced the "About Love Scholarship" which pledges $2 million for students in arts and creative fields at HBCUs.
The University of Toledo (UT) announced it will honor Cindy McCain, widow of former U.S. Sen. John McCain, at its 18th Annual
International Human Trafficking and Social Justice Conference for her work in the fight against human trafficking. McCain is a member
of the Human Trafficking Council at the McCain Institute for International Leadership at Arizona State University and serves as
chairwoman of the Hensley Beverage Company.
IMMIGRATION
Gov. Mike DeWine announced on Thursday the state has been notified by the federal government that it is receiving 855 Afghan
evacuees through the U.S. Department of State's Afghan Placement and Assistance (APA) Program. The first group of Afghan
evacuees totals 37,000 individuals nationwide. The federal government has told Ohio that the placements will be to eight local
resettlement agencies located mainly in Northeast and Central Ohio, the governor's office said.
INSURANCE
In connection with the 2022 Medicare open enrollment period, the Ohio Department of Insurance (ODI) is conducting virtual and
in-person events through its Ohio Senior Health Insurance Information Program (OSHIIP). Monday webinars will be held from Sept. 20
to Nov. 30, offering information on Medicare basics, coverage options and financial assistance programs. The on-site events are set
for some counties but are subject to change, with more information available at www.insurance.ohio.gov. The Medicare enrollment
period runs from Friday, Oct. 15 to Tuesday, Dec. 7; 2022 plan information will be released Friday, Oct. 1 at www.medicare.gov.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
As the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program (MMCP) continues to add patients and the Ohio Board of Pharmacy (OBP) prepares
to more than double the number of dispensaries in the state, the Ohio Department of Commerce (DOC) announced Wednesday that
it will allow cultivators to significantly expand their growing operations. The expansion would allow level one facilities to increase their
cultivation areas from 25,000 square feet to 50,000 square feet and would enable level two facilities to increase their growing areas
from 3,000 square feet to 6,000 square feet, according to DOC and agency spokesperson Jennifer Jarrell.
MENTAL HEALTH
The DeWine administration is considering using American Rescue Plan (ARP) dollars to help expand the state's mental health crisis
response system, Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) Director Lori Criss said during the Ohio
Criminal Sentencing Commission (OCSC) meeting Thursday. Criss said one of her department's most important new goals is to
expand the crisis response system so there is less reliance on jails and emergency departments for mental health or addiction crises.
NATURAL RESOURCES
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The Ohio Environmental Council (OEC) has filed a lawsuit intended to prevent the federal government's implementation of the "Sunny
Oaks" clear-cut logging project in Wayne National Forest. The case, Ohio Environmental Council v. U.S. Forest Service, is being
considered in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio Eastern Division.
NEWS MEDIA
Alan Miller will retire at the end of the year as executive editor of the Columbus Dispatch after a 37-year career at the paper that saw
him in several reporting and editing roles, the Dispatch reported. Miller also serves as Ohio regional editor for the 21 USA Today
Network papers in Ohio.
OHIO HISTORY
Gov. Mike DeWine Friday ordered all U.S. and Ohio flags be flown at half-staff upon all public buildings and grounds throughout the
state on Patriot Day to honor those killed in the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. Meanwhile, a number of officials issued statements
in remembrance of the 9/11 attacks including U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown and U.S. Rep. Joyce Beatty.
PEOPLE
The Ohio Academy of Family Physicians (OAFP) recently swore in Dr. Teresa W. Zryd as its 2021-22 president during its virtual Annual
Membership Meeting. Also honored at this year's annual meeting were the following: Dr. Gary LeRoy of Dayton received the OAFP
Torchlight Leadership Award; Mike J. Appleman received the OAFP 2021 Friend of Family Medicine Award; Dr. Andrea Rosado of
Cincinnati received the Resident Leadership Award; Dr. William D. Smucker was honored posthumously with the OAFP Family
Medicine Educator of the Year Award; Dr. Richard Mizer received the OAFP 2021 Family Physician of the Year Award; and Dr. Jeffrey
Bachtel of Tallmadge received the 2021 Philanthropist of the Year Award from the OAFP Foundation.
The Cincinnati Field Office of the FBI, which is involved in the investigation of former Speaker Larry Householder (R-Glenford), has a
new special agent in charge. The FBI said Monday that Director Christopher Wray has named J. William Rivers to run the office. He
most recently was a section chief and director of the Terrorist Explosive Device Analytical Center in Huntsville, AL.
POLITICS
The Ohio Republican Party (ORP) State Central Committee (SCC) on Friday unanimously voted to endorse Justices Pat DeWine and Pat
Fischer for re-election to the Ohio Supreme Court, and Justice Sharon Kennedy for chief justice.
The SCC meeting, however, disintegrated to rowdy behavior as party Chair Bob Paduchik was interrupted a number of times by
meeting attendees, several of whom wore shirts and held signs that said, "malcontent." Paduchik threatened to remove audience
members several times, but ultimately did not publicly ask security to escort anybody out of the facility.
POLLS/STUDIES
A new poll from Quinnipiac University released this week shows President Joe Biden's job approval rating in negative territory for the
first time since he took office. The survey found 42 percent of respondents approving of Biden's job performance and 50 percent
disapproving. Quinnipiac Poll's last survey in August had Biden at 46 approval and 43 percent disapproval. Biden received approval of
88 percent of Democrats, but Republicans disapprove 91 percent to 7 percent and independent voters disapprove 52 percent to 34
percent. His numbers on handling the pandemic have fallen below 50 percent as the Delta variant of COVID-19 continues to have an
impact, with 48 percent approving of Biden's handling of the pandemic compared to 49 percent disapproving. In August, 53 percent
approved of his handling of the coronavirus.
POVERTY
Using its "Ohio Poverty Measure (OHPM)," public policy group Scioto Analysis found 9.68 percent of state residents are living in
poverty, including 3.66 percent in "deep poverty." That group has a medium income of $4,918, the group continued in a report.
Nearly one in four Black Ohioans live in poverty, Scioto Analysis continued, while the ratio for White Ohioans is one in 12. The poverty
rate for children is 13.3 percent, and the highest rates are focused in cities and Southeast Ohio.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
On a straight party line vote, the Ohio Redistricting Commission very early Thursday approved new House and Senate maps. Because
no Democrats voted in favor of the maps, they will only last four years, though the issue will likely end up before the Ohio Supreme
Court sometime in the coming weeks. The commission adopted changes Wednesday evening to the working maps that it had
adopted last week over the objections of the two Democrats on the panel -- Sen. Vern Sykes (D-Akron) and House Minority Leader
Rep. Emilia Sykes (D-Akron). The changes had been originally presented as a potential compromise to Democrats Tuesday evening in
closed door deliberations, but both said the proposal was a "nonstarter," with Sen. Sykes arguing it was worse than the current maps
and the commission's working maps. Over the course of Wednesday, the statewide officials on the panel -- Gov. Mike DeWine,
Secretary of State Frank LaRose, and Auditor Keith Faber -- tried to bring the leaders of the legislative caucuses together for a
compromise. However, as he later voted in favor of the new maps, DeWine said that he believed that no matter how much extra time
they took, no deal would be made.
Hours after Republicans on the Ohio Redistricting Commission passed new House and Senate maps along party lines, assuring those
maps would only last four years, Senate President and member of the commission Matt Huffman (R-Lima) defended the transparency
in the process and said he acted in good faith in trying to come up with a bipartisan compromise. Meanwhile, outside groups issued
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statements criticizing the passage of the new maps and saying they are weighing their options for a possible lawsuit. Huffman, who
introduced the maps that were ultimately adopted, told reporters Thursday that those maps were the only ones that were
constitutional under the amendment adopted by voters in 2015. He said under the constitution, a number of items must be achieved,
including items that he said make map drawing harder.
Saying their contest showed that competitive districts could be drawn for the Ohio General Assembly, the Fair Districts Ohio coalition
had earlier announced two winners of its redistricting contest while criticizing proposed new Ohio House and Senate maps introduced
and accepted the day before by the Ohio Redistricting Commission. The coalition, which include the League of Women Voters of Ohio
(LWV) and Common Cause Ohio, said they chose first place winners Geoff Wise of Cincinnati and Pranav Padmanbhan of Columbus
from 30 entries that were submitted. Entries were evaluated on how well they followed the competition rules and complied with the
mapping criteria in the Ohio Constitution. The maps were scored using Dave's Redistricting, a popular website used to draw new
legislative maps.
Ohio Redistricting Commission Co-Chair Sen. Vern Sykes (D-Akron) and House Minority Leader Emilia Sykes (D-Akron) had earlier on
Monday introduced a new redistricting proposal for Ohio House and Senate districts based on the working map adopted by the
commission the previous week, saying their maps were developed in the spirit of compromise and in the spirit of transparency.
Meanwhile, more than 100 witnesses spent hours over two days testifying before the Ohio Redistricting Commission on Sunday and
Monday. Sunday's Dayton-area hearing, which lasted nearly five hours, was the first of three hearings and was attended by all of the
regular commission members -- House Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima), Sen. Sykes, Rep. Sykes, Gov. Mike DeWine, Auditor Keith Faber,
and Secretary of State Frank LaRose, with Sen. Niraj Antani (R-Miamisburg) filling in for Huffman. Monday's Cleveland hearing saw all
of the regular commission members including Huffman attend. Tuesday's hearing in Columbus wrapped up testimony on proposed
maps drawn by legislative Republicans with more than 90 witnesses submitting remarks to the panel.
STATE GOVERNMENT
The Ohio Department of Development (DOD) and TourismOhio announced Monday the launch of a new Ohio.org webpage
promoting Ohio-made products, as part of Small Business Week. The site, at https://ohio.org/wps/portal/gov/tourism/home/madein-ohio, includes nearly 800 companies in three main categories of food and drink; apparel and accessories; and home and recreation,
as well as 18 subcategories. Listings go directly to business websites to allow direct purchases. The page also offers ideas for travel
around Ohio.
The Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS) announced Monday that the state's Office of Fleet Management had been
named among the "Top 50 Green Fleets" in the public and private sectors by the National Association of Fleet Administrators.
TECHNOLOGY/AEROSPACE
Describing it as an important achievement in both development of smart mobility technology and overall driver safety, state and local
officials and business leaders opened the 33 Smart Mobility Corridor with a ribbon cutting at the Transportation Research Center
(TRC) Wednesday. The corridor runs from the eastern part of Dublin to the TRC gates and passes through Marysville. Lt. Gov. Jon
Husted said this section of U.S. Route 33 now represents the "longest connected corridor" in the country at 35 miles. It includes "432
strands of available fiber, 63 roadside units and 45 connected intersections" and incorporates "diverse geographical and
meteorological scenarios."
The InnovateOhio Executive Committee's meeting Wednesday focused on efforts at the Transportation Research Center (TRC) in East
Liberty. Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, who serves as director of InnovateOhio, noted the role of TRC as the largest independent vehicle test
facility and proving grounds in the country. He highlighted the role of former Gov. Jim Rhodes in creating the TRC as an example of
how actions today can provide benefits for decades to come as well. Husted also talked about the economic development
opportunities the center generates.
Members of the Ohio Aerospace and Aviation Technology Committee (OAATC) discussed draft legislation Tuesday updating state law
to reflect changes in Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) regulation on tall structures and airspace issues, including how advanced
air mobility (AAM) may be involved in the future. Stacey Heaton, executive director of the Ohio Aviation Association, offered a
detailed explanation of the issue, including how the FAA change took effect around the end of 2011. She said it was important for
Ohio law to have a "parallel review process" and discussed the needs of aircraft as they land. The FAA does not take economic impact
into consideration, Heaton continued, and it is important for the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) to take local
considerations into account in its process while also being able to apply the same criteria as the FAA.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Director Matt Damschroder Wednesday shared the department's progress and
timeline to reduce the backlog of appeals caused by the historic number of unemployment claims filed during the course of the
pandemic. Damschroder noted that the department is tracking progress and conducting bi-weekly forecasting to help manage efforts
to reduce the number of pending appeals. Based on current volume of appeals, rate of processing, projected staffing and overtime
levels, and other factors, the department is currently forecasting that most redeterminations will be issued by early December.
For the week ending Sept. 11, ODJFS reported 8,834 initial traditional unemployment claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL).
That number is lower than last week, when the department reported 13,509 traditional jobless claims.

PRR22-03-08-297 000138

Former Attorney General Marc Dann, now a consumer protection attorney with DannLaw and Advocate Attorneys LLP, on Thursday
again asked Gov. Mike DeWine to reconsider his decision to end the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC)
program early. Dann and his team are currently suing the state over the administration's decision to stop the $300 federal
unemployment payments months ahead of their expiration.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB89

REVISE CONCEALED HANDGUN LAW

(WIGGAM S)

To modify the requirement that a concealed handgun licensee must notify a law enforcement officer that the licensee is authorized to
carry a concealed handgun and is carrying a concealed handgun when stopped.

CURRENT STATUS
3/9/2021 - REPORTED OUT, House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB227

REGARDING CONCEALED WEAPONS

(BRINKMAN T, JORDAN K)

To rename a concealed handgun license as a concealed weapons license, to allow a concealed weapons licensee to carry concealed all
deadly weapons not otherwise prohibited by law, to expand state preemption of firearms regulation to include all deadly weapons, to
repeal a notice requirement for licensees stopped for law enforcement purposes, to authorize expungement of related convictions,
and to allow a person age 21 or older to carry a concealed deadly weapon without a license.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - House Government Oversight, (Third Hearing)
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HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - House Health, (Sixth Hearing)

HB253

REGARDS PROOF OF COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

(CUTRONA A)

Regarding proof of COVID-19 vaccinations.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (First Hearing)

HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)
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To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HB388

REGARDING VACCINE REFUSAL

(JORDAN K)

To prohibit taking certain actions against an individual because the individual refuses to be vaccinated against a disease.

CURRENT STATUS
8/12/2021 - Introduced

HB400

BAN MASK MANDATES AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

(LOYCHIK M, SCHMIDT J)

To prohibit public schools from requiring students to wear a mask or other facial covering on school premises or a school bus and to
declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HB401

EMPLOYER-MANDATED COVID VACCINATION INJURY

(EDWARDS J)

To exempt an injury or disability caused by an employer-mandated COVID-19 vaccination from the Workers' Compensation Law and
to allow the employee to sue the employer for damages.
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CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)

To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21
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SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)

SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB111

VACCINATIONS, CORONAVIRUS RECOVERY INCLUDING TOWNSHIPS

(BLESSING III L,

BRENNER A)
To prohibit certain mandatory vaccinations and other activities related to an individual's vaccination status and to make an
appropriation related to coronavirus local fiscal recovery.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 62-34

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)
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Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)

To prohibit mandatory vaccinations against the coronavirus, to prohibit requiring proof of vaccinations generally, and to declare an
emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Health, (First Hearing)

SB176

LEGALIZE SPORTS BETTING

(ANTANI N, MANNING N)

To legalize and regulate sports gaming in this state, to levy a tax on businesses that provide sports gaming, and to make other
changes to the Gambling Law.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Finance

SB187

COLLEGE ATHLETES-EARN COMPENSATION

(ANTANI N)

To allow intercollegiate athletes to earn compensation from their name, image, or likeness and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 58-36; Emergency Clause Failed 44-50

SB209

MASK MANDATES

(BRENNER A)

With regard to mask mandates and facial covering requirements for public schools, state institutions of higher education, and
businesses.
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ATTORNEY GENERAL
The Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation (BCII) celebrated its 100th birthday Wednesday with the help of Ohio Attorney
General Dave Yost, whose office houses the agency. The state Legislature created the Bureau of Criminal Identification in 1921 as a
record-keeping office at the former Ohio Penitentiary as part of the former Department of Public Welfare. Technological
advancements and the need for centralized law enforcement support spurred its growth into the state's crime lab and special
investigations office. In 1963, the 105th General Assembly moved the renamed bureau under the AG's supervision, where it is
identified as BCII in the Ohio Revised Code.
BALLOT ISSUES
A group seeking to amend the Ohio Constitution to allow civil lawsuits against government jurisdictions for deprivation of
constitutional rights failed to get enough valid voter signatures for the proposal to advance to the next part of the ballot issue
process, Attorney General Dave Yost said Wednesday. Last month, attorney Chandni Patel filed a petition summary on behalf of a
committee seeking a statewide vote on a "Civil Action for Deprivation of Constitutional Rights Amendment" to the Ohio Constitution.
The committee members are listed as Cynthia Brown of Canal Winchester, Sabrina Jordan of Dayton, Kevin Kahn of Cincinnati, Alicia
Kirkman of Cleveland and Marcella Bailey of Columbus.
FY22-23 BUDGET
Gov. Mike DeWine's law enforcement priorities are moving ahead in the new biennium thanks to the Legislature's adoption of
executive budget requests in HB110 (Oelslager) including Crime Gun Intelligence Centers and police body cameras under the Ohio
Department of Public Safety (DPS); the Organized Crime Commission and Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) under the Ohio
Attorney General's Office; and the governor's largest law enforcement funding request -- local or regional drug interdiction task
forces under the Ohio Narcotics Intelligence Center (ONIC). In addition to more than $15 million earmarked for the FY22 Law
Enforcement Reimbursement Training Pilot Program inserted by the House and $1 million for officer recruitment emphasizing women
and minorities, the biennial budget appropriates tens of millions of dollars for a wide range policing and public safety. Most were
outlined by the governor in February and survived a difficult budget process intact.
BUSINESS/CORPORATE
Lordstown Motors Corporation announced Daniel Ninivaggi was appointed as CEO Thursday, Aug. 26, effective immediately. The
company had been under the leadership of Angela Strand as interim executive chairwoman, following the resignation of former CEO
Steve Burns. Ninivaggi is the former CEO of diversified holding company Icahn Enterprises L.P.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
Gov. Mike DeWine announced Wednesday that victim service agencies supporting victims of crime during COVID-19 can apply for
supplemental funding from the 2021 Family Violence Prevention and Services Act/American Rescue Plan Act (FVPSA/ARP), effective
immediately.
CIVIL RIGHTS
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 does not apply to discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity,
according to Attorney General Dave Yost. Yost and 17 other state attorneys general have filed a lawsuit in federal court challenging
the Biden administration's policy seeking to protect LGBTQ+ individuals from discrimination in education. The lawsuit is being led by
Tennessee Attorney General Herbert Slatery, and was filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Tennessee Knoxville
Division. The complaint challenges recent administrative actions by the U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) and the U.S. Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC).
CORONAVIRUS
Around one in eight hospital patients and one in five intensive care unit (ICU) patients statewide currently have COVID-19, Ohio
Department of Health (ODH) Director Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff announced Thursday. These ratios are even more severe in rural hospitals,
Vanderhoff continued during a press briefing, with around one in four hospital patients and one in three ICU patients there due to
COVID-19. The daily update of 7,087 new cases was the highest number since the winter surge, with the exception of the Wednesday
total of 7,102 that included more than 1,000 cases from an Aug. 15-25 backlog. ODH also said there were 240 hospitalizations and 29
ICU admissions reported in the last 24 hours. The 21-day averages are now 3,929 cases, 154 hospitalizations and 15 ICU admissions.
Vanderhoff said that hospitalizations had been "relatively stable" in early July -- when only a few hundred cases were being reported
per day -- but that has now "grown dramatically" to approximately 10 times as much. More than 2,500 Ohioans are currently
hospitalized with COVID-19, around 750 are in the ICU and 450 are on ventilators, he continued. Hospitals are only admitting those
"seriously ill" with COVID, he added.
The Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS) and Ohio Department of Health (ODH) said Friday that they are in the process
of distributing surplus personal protective equipment (PPE) to schools, groceries, libraries, social service agencies and other entities.
After Gov. Mike DeWine shared plans Wednesday to try out a new testing protocol with 10 school districts in Warren County that
could avoid the need for unmasked and unvaccinated children to quarantine after exposure to COVID-19, Melissa Cropper, the head
of the Ohio Federation of Teachers (OFT), said DeWine would be better off ordering a statewide mask mandate.
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The Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA) voiced its support late Wednesday for a joint statement by the American Medical
Association (AMA), American Pharmacists Association and American Society of Health-System Pharmacists in opposition to the
ordering, prescribing or dispensing of ivermectin as a means of preventing or treating COVID-19 outside of clinical trials.
DEATH PENALTY
Ohio's lethal injection calendar once again eclipsed the four-year mark Tuesday with an execution date of Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025 set
for Timothy Coleman of Springfield. He is on Death Row for the 1996 shooting death of Melinda Stevens, a confidential informant of
Springfield police who had made controlled drug purchases from suspected dealers including Coleman. The state's next execution is
set for Warren Henness on Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2022.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Ohio Department of Development (DOD) detailed Wednesday how certain equal opportunity programs are now fully within its
Minority Business Development Division due to changes made in the state budget. Management of these programs had previously
been shared with the Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS). DOD Director Lydia Mihalik previously discussed these
changes -- effective at the start of the fiscal year on July 1 -- in an interview with Hannah News.
EDUCATION
Gov. Mike DeWine asked the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Tuesday to look into Bishop Sycamore, identified as a school in
Columbus, that lost 58-0 against Florida-based IMG Academy in a nationally televised game at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in
Canton over the weekend. The game, however, raised questions about Bishop Sycamore's operations and status. ODE records list it
among "non-chartered, non-tax" (NCNT) schools. Those ODE records provide a post office box as the school's mailing address and list
a physical address that matches the Resolute Athletic Complex, an indoor sports facility near Easton in Columbus. ODE later agreed
with DeWine's assessment that the Bishop Sycamore saga merits scrutiny but is exploring what authority it has over it, given its status
as a NCNT organization.
The Finance Committee of the Broadcast Educational Media Commission discussed guiding principles Monday for formulating its
upcoming capital appropriations budget request to the DeWine administration and lawmakers. Geoffrey Phillips, executive director of
the commission, said the organization recently has been provided about $1.5 million in capital budgets for its own operations. The
commission is in the midst of updating its capital plan for the next three to five years, he said.
State Reps. Adam Miller (D-Columbus) and Sarah Fowler Arthur (R-Rock Creek) Monday introduced HB403 which is meant to close a
loophole in the reporting process for teachers who leave schools while under investigation. The bill would require schools to file a
report with ODE regarding teachers who retire under threat of investigation for misconduct. Under current law, schools are only
required to report when a teacher resigns under threat of termination or nonrenewal of a contract while under investigation. Teachers
may use this loophole to retire while under investigation for misconduct and then apply to work for another school or school district
with nothing in their record. Under HB403, a teacher who resigned under the same circumstances would be reported to ODE so that
schools and districts would be on notice.
ELECTIONS
Secretary of State Frank LaRose traveled to the Franklin County Board of Elections Wednesday to promote an audit of the special
congressional election that took place Tuesday, Aug. 3, for the 15th Congressional District, saying it will help to prove that elections in
Ohio are secure and accurate. LaRose said he viewed the audit as an opportunity to do some civics education and highlight the audits
that are required after elections to show that the ballots were counted accurately.
Meanwhile, LaRose's office announced Wednesday that it has begun the supplemental process of removing recently inactive voter
registrations from the system, citing the need to keep elections secure as well as following the requirements under current law.
LaRose directed the 88 county boards of elections to begin a four-year process to identify registrations that have been inactive for at
least two years, as well as registrations that appear in the National Change of Address (NCOA) database. Each of the identified
registrations must be sent a confirmation notice informing the voter that activity must take place at some point over the next four
years in order to remain active.
ELECTIONS 2021
The following endorsement was made over the week:
- The congressional campaign of Republican Mike Carey announced the endorsement of the National Federation of Independent
Business (NFIB).
ELECTIONS 2022
Ohio Supreme Court Justice Pat DeWine Tuesday announced he would run for re-election to his current seat on the Court rather than
seeking the position of chief justice, a campaign he had been exploring over the past year. His decision leaves Justice Sharon Kennedy
as the top Republican candidate to succeed Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor, who cannot run for re-election due to age limits. Justice
Jennifer Brunner announced earlier this year that she would run for the Democratic nomination for the seat.
Jim Renacci, the former congressman who is challenging Gov. Mike DeWine in next year's Republican gubernatorial primary, sent a
letter to Attorney General Dave Yost and Secretary of State Frank LaRose asking for them to investigate the governor and his
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involvement in the scandal surrounding nuclear bailout bill 133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin). An FBI investigation has led to charges
against numerous individuals including former House Speaker Larry Householder. DeWine has denied knowing of the behind the
scenes maneuvering to get the bill passed by Householder and former leaders of FirstEnergy. Renacci said he contacted Yost and
LaRose because their offices are responsible for the overview of nonprofit organizations and political finance violations.
The following endorsement was made over the week:
- The U.S. Senate campaign of J.D. Vance announced the endorsement of former U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer.
GAMING/GAMBLING
With September's designation as National Suicide Prevention Month, the Problem Gambling Network of Ohio (PGNO) is urging
families to recognize the connection between suicide and gambling addiction. "Disordered gambling has the highest suicide rate
among all addictions, with one in five problem gamblers attempting suicide," PGNO said. Citing the 2017 "Report on Problem
Gambling Services," the group said nearly 10 percent of Ohioans who gamble are currently experiencing or are at-risk of developing a
gambling problem.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
The Senate cancelled the session scheduled for Wednesday, Sept. 8 -- what had been the first session following the summer break -but confirmed a meeting of the Senate Rules and Reference Committee at 11:30 a.m. in the Senate Chambers for that day.
The recently-enacted law that bill sponsor Rep. Bill Roemer (R-Richfield) calls the "good HB6" contains a variety of provisions,
including language prohibiting the COVID-19 vaccine from being administered to a minor without first receiving written consent from
their parent or guardian. The legislation was a reintroduction of 133-HB673 (Roemer), which died in the upper chamber during the
lame duck session of the 133rd General Assembly after being informally passed on the Senate floor three times.
GOVERNOR
Appointments made during the week include the following:
- Keith D. Harris, Jr. of Warrensville Heights (Cuyahoga County) to serve as a student member on the Central State University Board of
Trustees for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending June 30, 2023.
- Natalia S. Harris of Columbus (Franklin County) to the Central State University Board of Trustees for a term beginning Aug. 30, 2021
and ending June 30, 2030.
- Alan Gary Starkoff of Galena (Delaware County) to the Cleveland State University Board of Trustees for a term beginning Aug. 27,
2021 and ending May 1, 2026.
- Haley M. Crews of Wellsville (Columbiana County) to serve as a student member on the Kent State University Board of Trustees for a
term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending May 16, 2023.
- Johnathan M. Holifield of Cleveland Heights (Cuyahoga County) to the Kent State University Board of Trustees for a term beginning
Aug. 27, 2021 and ending May 16, 2027.
- Katrina Lea DeGroff of Wauseon (Fulton County) and Joel A. Miller of Napoleon (Henry County) to the Northwest State Community
College Board of Trustees for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending June 9, 2027.
- Brooke Campbell of Akron (Summit County) to serve as a student member on the University of Akron Board of Trustees for a term
beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending July 1, 2023.
- Christine Marie Amer Mayer of Solon (Cuyahoga County) to the University of Akron Board of Trustees for a term beginning Aug. 27,
2021 and ending July 1, 2028.
- Rupesh Venkatanaga Boddapati of Toledo (Lucas County) and Anjali Atul Phadke of Xenia (Greene County) to serve as student
members on the University of Toledo Board of Trustees for terms beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending July 1, 2022 and July 1, 2023,
respectively.
- Michael R. Miller of Toledo (Lucas County) the University of Toledo Board of Trustees for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending
July 1, 2029.
- Ranjan Kejriwal of Springboro (Warren County) to the Wright State University Board of Trustees for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021
and ending June 30, 2030.
- Matt Damschroder of Columbus (Franklin County) to the Governor's Executive Workforce Board for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021
and continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Jerry N. Hruby of Brecksville (Cuyahoga County) reappointed to the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission for a term
beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending June 30, 2026.
- Megan O'Callaghan of Dublin (Franklin County) reappointed to the State Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and
Surveyors for a term beginning Sept. 25, 2021 and ending Sept. 24, 2026.
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- Matthew John Blair Jr. of Niles (Trumbull County), Matthew A. Szollosi of Columbus (Franklin County) and Martin J. Sweeney of
Cleveland (Cuyahoga County) reappointed to the State Lottery Commission for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending Aug. 1,
2024.
- Charles E. Winburn of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) to the Ohio Civil Rights Commission for a term beginning Sept. 6, 2021 and
ending July 28, 2026.
- Kimberly P. Jordan of Worthington (Franklin County) reappointed to the Children's Trust Fund Board for a term beginning Aug. 27,
2021 and ending July 2, 2024.
- Geraldine B. Warner of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) reappointed to the Ohio Arts Council for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and
ending July 1, 2026.
- Kevin Scott Miller of New Albany (Franklin County) to the Ohio Humanities Council for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending
Oct. 30, 2022.
- Christopher Shaffer of Waverly (Pike County) reappointed to the Ohio Commission on Service and Volunteerism for a term
beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending April 21, 2024.
- Robert C. Smith of Westlake (Cuyahoga County) reappointed as chairperson of the Broadcast Educational Media Commission for a
term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending June 20, 2023.
- Tod J. Grimm of North Royalton (Cuyahoga County) and Jason M. George of Kettering (Montgomery County) to the State Board of
Pharmacy for terms beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending June 30, 2024 and June 30, 2025, respectively.
- Gretchen Blazer Thompson of Dublin (Delaware County) and Shelia Louise Hiddleson of Delaware (Delaware County) to the Rare
Disease Advisory Council for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending April 22, 2023.
- Bernadetta J. King of Canton (Stark County) to the Ohio Statewide Independent Living Council for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021
and ending March 14, 2024.
- John L. Moore of Dublin (Franklin County) appointed and Matthew J. Sauer of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) reappointed to the
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities Council for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending June 1, 2024.
- Trisha R. Cole of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) to the Norwood Financial Planning and Supervision Commission for a term beginning
Aug. 27, 2021 and continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Deborah A. Lieberman of Clayton (Montgomery County) and Robert D. Brokaw of Hilliard (Franklin County) reappointed to the
Housing Trust Fund Advisory Committee for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending March 18, 2025.
- Geoffrey Michael Bishop of Westerville (Delaware County) reappointed to the Ohio Fair Plan Underwriting Association Board of
Governors for a term beginning Sept. 19, 2021 and ending Sept. 18, 2023.
- Marcie E. Kress of Stow (Summit County), Kelly Bensman of Toledo (Lucas County) and Paul F. Wise of Westerville (Delaware County)
reappointed to the Materials Management Advisory Council for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and ending July 1, 2024.
- Kevin L. Baxter of Powell (Delaware County) to the Underground Technical Committee for a term beginning Aug. 27, 2021 and
ending Dec. 31, 2022.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Several Ohio health, human services and anti-hunger organizations are sharing in more than $2 million of an $80 million national
grant award to act as health navigators, helping people to understand and obtain health coverage through the federal marketplace.
The largest grant award of more than $1.9 million went to the Ohio Association of Foodbanks and a consortium including Charitable
Healthcare Network, Community Action Committee of Pike County, Freestore Foodbank, Medworks, Mid-Ohio Food Collective,
Toledo/Lucas County CareNet, Universal Health Care Action Network of Ohio and Washington-Morgan Community Action.
HIGHER EDUCATION
Gov. Mike DeWine announced Monday the state is awarding 27 institutions of higher education a total of $5 million in grants to fund
security enhancements on their campuses. The awards are part of the 2021 Campus Safety Grant Program funded as part of the
capital appropriations bill, 133-SB310 (Dolan), in the last General Assembly. The Ohio School Safety Center reviewed the campus
safety grant applications in consultation with the Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE), and the funds were released by the
Controlling Board.
Following the Food and Drug Administration's (FDA) recent full approval of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, more of Ohio's
colleges and universities have announced vaccine mandates for campus communities. Ohio University (OU) announced Tuesday that
all students, faculty and staff at all campus locations are required to be vaccinated by Monday, Nov. 15. The University of Cincinnati
(UC) and the University of Toledo (UT) also joined a slew of other Ohio education institutions requiring COVID-19 vaccines for
students and faculty.
Dr. Harold L. Paz will be stepping down from his position as executive vice president and chancellor for health affairs at Ohio State
University (OSU) and CEO of the Wexner Medical Center, effective Sunday, Oct. 3.
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JUDICIAL
Chief Justice Maureen O'Connor challenged courts to advance racial fairness and lawmakers to embrace bail reform Thursday during
a State of the Judiciary address emphasizing non-partisanship in Ohio courts. O'Connor returned to the Hilton Easton ballroom for
her penultimate SOJ address with less than two years remaining on the high court. When her final term expires in December 2022, she
will have served two decades on the Supreme Court and 12 years as chief.
The U.S. Supreme Court recently upended the Biden administration's latest eviction moratorium by vacating a stay of a lower court
ruling on the topic. Ohio housing advocates said it's now up to Ohio judges to slow evictions in order to allow rental assistance
funding to get to tenants in need. After expiration of an earlier moratorium, the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) instituted a new one covering counties with substantial or high levels of COVID-19 transmission. The U.S. District Court for the
District of Columbia, however, found the moratorium unlawful in a case brought by the Alabama Association of Realtors and other
plaintiffs, but stayed its ruling at the request of the Biden administration. Justices lifted that stay Thursday, Aug. 26.
The Ohio Supreme Court Tuesday issued a new order allowing Ohio attorneys to receive continuing legal education credit by serving
as poll workers at election sites during the Tuesday, Nov. 2 General Election. It is the third election that the credit will be offered after
the collaboration, known as Lawyers for Liberty, was created with the secretary of state's office. Attorneys also earned credit for
working during the November 2020 General Election and for the May primary election this year. According to the Court, 1,255
attorneys have participated in the program.
Gov. Mike DeWine Wednesday announced the appointment of Jennifer L. Arnold to the Noble County Court and of Robert W. Parrott
to the Marysville Municipal Court in Union County.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
In a short meeting Monday, the Ohio Ballot Board unanimously approved with no discussion a proposed initiated statute that would
legalize marijuana for adult recreational use. Attorney Don McTigue was the lone witness to appear before the panel, saying the
proposed law fits the case law for issues to be certified as a singular measure because all of the provisions in the proposal relate in
one way or another to the authorization, regulation, and control of adult use of cannabis.
Democratic lawmakers as well as industry stakeholders called for changes to the state's medical marijuana licensing process over
concerns that the current lottery system does not equitably distribute the licenses. Reps. Juanita O. Brent (D-Cleveland) and Thomas
West (D-Canton), president of the Ohio Legislative Black Caucus (OLBC), said that only about nine dispensaries in the state are
minority-owned. Earlier this year, the Ohio Pharmacy Board (OPB) proposed to allow 73 more medical marijuana dispensaries to
operate in Ohio to meet growing demand for the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program (MMCP). That would bring the state's total
number of dispensaries to 130. Brent said the application period for the additional licenses is to begin Tuesday, Sept. 14 but
suggested OBP hold off to address the concerns over equity. Cameron McNamee, director of policy and communication for the OBP,
said the Madison County Court of Common Pleas struck down the board's economically disadvantaged group (EDG) provision in 2019
and another court also struck down the EDG provision for the Ohio Department of Commerce, meaning the General Assembly must
address the issue.
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Among the U.S. military service members who died in the attack on the Kabul airport during evacuation efforts in Afghanistan was
Max Soviak, a Navy Fleet Marine Force hospital corpsman from Berlin Heights, a village in Erie County.
NATURAL DISASTERS
Ohio Task Force 1 has moved into the New Orleans area, according to a Monday update, following the aftermath of Hurricane Ida.
The FEMA Type-1 urban search and rescue (USAR) team and three others had staged near Lafayette, LA ahead of the storm making
landfall.
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Individuals can now vote for the American Institute of Architecture (AIA) Ohio's People's Choice Design Award. The institute gives out
annual awards in the following six categories: newly completed buildings; additions, renovations; and restorations, interior
architecture; small projects; unbuilt projects (not built and not intended to be realized); and the 25 Year Award -- which the Ohio
Statehouse is up for. In addition to the six categories, AIA Ohio said it will have two supplemental design awards: the AIA Ohio Impact
Award and the AIA Ohio People's Choice Award, which can be voted on at https://aiaohio.secure-platform.com/a/gallery?roundId=76
. Voting is open to through Friday, Sept. 17. The AIA Ohio People's Choice Award winner will be announced during the AIA Ohio
Virtual Design Awards Program, taking place on Thursday, Sept. 30.
PEOPLE
Former Rep. Doug Green died Wednesday of complications from COVID-19, according to the Cincinnati Enquirer. The 66-year-old
had served in the Ohio House until last year, when term limits prevented his running for re-election. Before he was a state legislator,
he served as Brown County recorder and Brown County auditor. Former Rep. Gary Scherer wrote on Facebook that Green had been
one of his best friends in the Ohio House.
Maria Bruno is the new public policy director for Equality Ohio, the LGBTQ+ advocacy organization announced Thursday, Aug. 26.
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Bruno is joining Equality Ohio after working for several years as a civic engagement coordinator and policy analyst for the Coalition on
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio (COHHIO).
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
The Ohio Redistricting Commission hosted its final two public hearings of the week of Aug. 23 on Friday at the University of Akron
and the Ohio State University (OSU) Mansfield campus. As in previous hearings, the vast majority of witnesses expressed their
frustration with current district lines that split up counties and communities. Saying the state can do better, numerous witnesses asked
the commission members to put partisanship aside and pursue a redistricting process that is fair and transparent, though some also
cast doubt that Republican leadership would follow through on bipartisan district maps.
The Ohio Redistricting Commission Tuesday, Aug. 31 adopted rules that contain procedures for anyone to submit a redistricting plan
for new General Assembly districts to the commission and heard one proposal from the Senate Democratic Caucus.
As expected, the first deadline in the Ohio Constitution of Sept. 1 for the Ohio Redistricting Commission to adopt new district maps
for the Ohio House and Senate passed with no agreement, giving the panel a final deadline in two weeks to come up with new maps.
However, since the commission did not adopt a bipartisan map by Wednesday's deadline, majority Republicans now have the option
of adopting a four-year map by Wednesday, Sept. 15, if they cannot get the support of the two Democrats on the panel.
A group connected to former Republican legislators and policy staffers announced this week that it is launching a public effort "to
review, examine, and score the constitutionality of proposed legislative and congressional maps proposed as part of the state's
redistricting process." Renew Ohio, formed in 2013, said it has launched www.OhioMaps.org, where Ohioans will have the ability to
review maps proposed to and by the Ohio Redistricting Commission. The group's board includes former Sen. Jeff Jacobson; Mike
Dittoe, a former Ohio House chief of staff under Speaker Cliff Rosenberger; and Mike McGuire, a former Republican policy advisor for
the Ohio House.
A public records case filed in the Ohio Supreme Court by the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Ohio against the Ohio House of
Representatives has been settled by the parties, the Court said Thursday in a filing. The lawsuit was filed in July by J. Collin Marozzi, a
policy strategist at the ACLU, who said that he had sent a public records request to Ohio House leadership and staff in February
seeking a number of records related to the Ohio Redistricting Commission. Requested records included those involving potential
appointments to the commission, communications with the U.S. Census Bureau, communications with consultant firms or vendors
regarding redistricting, communications with members of Ohio's congressional delegation related to redistricting, and information
that may be used for redistricting.
The Ohio Citizens Redistricting Commission (OCRC) -- not related to the official commission -- said it has submitted its official
findings to the state body in charge of redistricting for the Ohio General Assembly. The group, made up of academics, political party
officials, and community officials has been holding public meetings around the state, in which it said it was gathering input from Ohio
citizens on what they want to see in new legislative districts. They announced their proposed "unity maps" last month.
STATE GOVERNMENT
The Controlling Board Monday approved two items from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) to extend contracts
with firms that are helping the agency address unemployment compensation claims. The panel also approved new state labor
agreements with two bargaining entities. The first is with about 4,000 employees represented by the Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) District 1199, including nurses, social workers, physicians, and parole officers. The second is with the Unit 2 Association,
representing 530 employees including natural resources and wildlife officers, gaming enforcement agents, tax enforcement agents,
and other law enforcement officers employed by the state.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
The state of Ohio completed the process of paying off the nearly $1.5 billion it borrowed from the federal government to cover
unemployment compensation costs during the pandemic over the week, following an announcement from Gov. Mike DeWine
Wednesday that the process had started. The state used a large chunk of its portion of American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act dollars to fully
pay off the loan, as provided in HB168 (Fraizer). Repayment of the loan began on Monday and required several cooperative steps
between the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) and the Office of Budget and Management (OBM). These included
certifying the debt by OBM and transferring the funds by OBM to the Ohio Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund. The final transfer
from the state of Ohio to the U.S. Department of the Treasury was expected to be completed by Thursday, Sept. 2.
The Ohio Supreme Court decided late Tuesday not to allow lower court proceedings to continue while justices consider a case on
Gov. Mike DeWine's decision to terminate supplemental unemployment payments months ahead of when they were due to expire. In
the meantime, Justice Pat DeWine, son of the governor, bowed out the case earlier this week, citing a need "to avoid any appearance
of impropriety that might result from my father's public involvement in this matter." And former Attorney General Marc Dann, who
initially filed the case, brought two more cases this week on this topic and is contemplating a third. Dann filed the first case in July,
saying state law compels the administration to seek out all advantages available for Ohioans under the unemployment compensation
system, making illegal Gov. DeWine's decision to terminate the extra $300 in payments under the Federal Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation (FPUC) program offered during the pandemic. The governor halted the payments in June, ahead of their official
expiration Sept. 6.
For the week ending Aug. 28, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 13,740 initial traditional
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unemployment claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is higher than last week, when the department reported
8,182 traditional jobless claims. Ohioans filed 134,160 continued traditional unemployment claims last week, which was 2,003 fewer
than the previous week.
UTILITIES
The Office of Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) Governing Board will not get the ad hoc meeting of the Public Utilities Commission of
Ohio (PUCO) Nominating Council it is proposing if the council chairman has his way. Michael Koren, appointed by former Gov. John
Kasich and head of the Nominating Council since 2013, has rebutted OCC Board Chairman Michael Watkin's request in a letter
released Wednesday. Watkins had followed last November's unsuccessful request for a special meeting after former PUCO Chairman
Sam Randazzo's resignation with a second letter in August. The Governing Board chair has questioned "whether or not the
Nominating Council should continue to be led by the representative of the utilities" when proposing candidates to the governor: OCC
has generally called for PUCO appointments to have experience in consumers affairs rather than energy and utilities.
Legislation that would eliminate 133-HB6's (Callender-Wilkin) subsidies for two Ohio Valley Electric Corporation (OVEC) coal-fired
power plants could be amended and reported out of the Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee in the next few weeks, Sen.
Mark Romanchuk (R-Mansfield) said Thursday.
Romanchuk discussed the status of SB117 with co-sponsor Sen. Hearcel Craig (D-Columbus) during a virtual event hosted by the
AARP of Ohio, which supports the legislation. The bill has received three committee hearings, with the most recent occurring in
mid-June.
VETERANS
Active military members and veterans should not hesitate to utilize mental health services provided by local and state agencies, Gov.
Mike DeWine and other Ohio leaders said Monday. "Shortly after we started seeing the images of what was going on in Afghanistan,
the terrible bombing, we started thinking about the men and women who were serving over there, and also started really thinking
about the men and women who have served our country, veterans of Afghanistan and veterans of Iraq," DeWine said during a press
conference at the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame in the Vern Riffe State Office Tower. He was joined by Secretary of State Frank LaRose,
Rep. Haraz Ghanbari (R-Perrysburg), Sen. Frank Hoagland (R-Adena), Adjutant General John Harris, Ohio Department of Veterans
Services (ODVS) Director Deborah Ashenhurst and Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) Director
Lori Criss.
WORKERS' COMPENSATION
The Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) Board of Directors on Friday voted to incorporate the U.S. Department of Labor
(DOL) Occupational Safety and Health Administration's (OSHA) COVID-19 Emergency Temporary Standard (ETS) rules, with notable
exemptions. "The proposed Ohio employment risk reduction standards will exclude federal standards for medical removal protection
benefits, vaccination, and severability, since these standards do not address workplace safety and health conditions," says a BWC
document on the Public Employment Risk Reduction Program (PERRP) rule.
The BWC also issued a press release on Friday announcing that Gov. Mike DeWine has requested that the BWC Board of Directors
expand the agency's December 2020 $5 billion dividend to approximately 3,000 employers who did not originally meet eligibility
requirements. The requested expansion would allow for approximately $30 million to go to the previously ineligible employers who,
through no fault of their own, could not perform their 2019 "true-up" in the timeframe for the dividend return, according to BWC.
Ahead of the Labor Day weekend, BWC Thursday paid tribute to 114 Ohioans who died as a result of a workplace illness or accident.
BWC Chief of Strategy John Logue led the annual Fallen Workers Memorial that also included BWC Board of Directors Chairman Chan
Cochran, board member Michael P. Taylor, board member Peggy Griffith, Ohio AFL-CIO President Tim Burga, Ohio Chamber of
Commerce President Steve Stivers, and Ohio Industrial Commission Executive Director Tim Adams.
WORKFORCE
Lt. Gov. Jon Husted announced the second round of grants for the Industry Sector Partnership (ISP) Thursday during an event at the
Manufacturing Advocacy and Growth Network (MAGNET), a regional partner in Cleveland. The first awards were announced in
January. The program helps bring Ohioans into the workforce pipeline, according to Husted's office, while also meeting the needs of
local businesses. The new application period, which ends on Thursday, Sept. 30 at 3 p.m., will provide slightly more than $2.45 million
for new and existing ISPs as a result of funding in the budget.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - House Health, (Sixth Hearing)
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HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)

To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)
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To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)

PRR22-03-08-297 000162

SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)
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On Thursday, Aug. 19, a day before the Friday, Aug. 20 deadline set by Attorney General Dave Yost for local entities to join a nearly $1
billion proposed settlement agreement with three opioid distributors, his office said nearly all have done so. According to his office,
142 of the 143 litigating political subdivisions in Ohio have signed on to the settlement, known as the OneOhio agreement. The only
litigant which has not signed on is Scioto County. Yost announced the framework of the settlement with the three largest opioid
distributors -- Cardinal Health, McKesson, and AmerisourceBergen -- in July, with a provision requiring at least 95 percent of the
litigating entities in Ohio to join in order for it to move forward. That target had been met earlier in the week.
Franklin County Court of Common Pleas Judge Chris Brown granted the state's motion to freeze former Public Utilities Commission of
Ohio (PUCO) Chair Sam Randazzo's assets as federal prosecutors continue their investigation into the 133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin)
corruption scheme. Brown granted the motion based on alleged criminal conduct and the fact that Randazzo was giving away and
liquidating property, according to Attorney General Dave Yost's office. The order allows for the seizure of up to $8 million in assets
from Randazzo. However, Randazzo answered the judicial hold on personal retirement accounts and Social Security benefits in a
32-page brief in a lower court filing accusing Yost of abandoning his previous agreement to stay the state's 133-HB6 (CallenderWilkin) lawsuit while the U.S. Attorney pursues criminal charges against former House Speaker Larry Householder and others.
FY22-23 BUDGET
Legislative, executive and advocacy leaders unpacked details of the recently adopted state budget Wednesday in a Columbus
Metropolitan Club forum where they debated whether the spending plan meets the moment and properly prioritizes the needs of
Ohioans. The panel included House Minority Leader Emilia Sykes (D-Akron), Senate President Pro Tem Jay Hottinger (R-Newark),
Office of Budget and Management (OBM) Director Kim Murnieks and Executive Director Hannah Halbert of Policy Matters Ohio. Much
of the discussion focused on the familiar debate about whether continued income tax cuts -- a primarily 3 percent across the board in
HB110 (Oelslager), plus elimination of another bracket and an increase to the earnings threshold for paying income tax in the first
place -- boost economic growth or squander revenue needed for public services.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
Advocates say that the expanded Child Tax Credit (CTC) is already benefiting American families and could potentially reduce the
number of children living in poverty in the U.S. by half, but the federal program is not without barriers to access. First enacted in 1997,
the Child Tax Credit allowed eligible parents and caregivers to make a claim when they filed their taxes. The American Rescue Plan
(ARP), signed into law in March 2021, made the CTC available to more children and their families. The ARP did away with an earnings
requirement that extended eligibility to 23 million children who previously did not qualify because their families made too little. The
expanded CTC also boosted the total cash benefit to $3,600 per child for children ages zero to 6 and $3,000 for children ages 6 to 17
-- up from a maximum of $2,000 per child. The CTC is available to families making up to $75,000 per year for single filers, $112,500
per year for heads of household, and $150,000 for married couples filing jointly.
The Children's Defense Fund-Ohio has released the 2021 KIDS COUNT County Profiles featuring 16 indicators of child wellbeing
across five different "domains" -- health care, safety, homes and communities, finance and education. "These profiles offer a
comprehensive snapshot of state, county, and school district level data, and they give unique insight into areas of opportunity where
fiscal recovery funds can be used to address now gaping racial and economic divides and stabilize our communities as we emerge
from the public health crisis," the nonprofit organization said in a press release. At a state level, the data show Ohio had an infant
mortality rate of 6.9 per 1,000 births in 2019, which is unchanged from 2018 numbers. The number of teen births per 1,000 female
ages 15 to 17 decreased minimally from 6.9 in 2019 to 6.8 in 2020."
CORONAVIRUS
Solid organ transplant recipients, people with advanced HIV, some cancer patients and others considered to be severely
immunocompromised are now eligible for a third dose of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines, Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Chief
Medical Officer and Director Bruce Vanderhoff said Friday. "This is a recommendation for a very small group of individuals,"
Vanderhoff said during a Zoom press conference, noting the group is estimated to include less than 3 percent of the Ohio population.
However, by midweek, federal public health officials announced plans to begin COVID-19 booster shots the week of Monday, Sept. 20
for everyone as vaccine effectiveness can wane over time, particularly given the spread of the Delta variant. The plan is pending
approval from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and CDC Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP). Booster
shots of the Moderna or Pfizer vaccines will be available to adults eight months after their second shot, ensuring those prioritized for
shots first have similar booster access. Plans are being developed for those who received a single-shot Johnson & Johnson (J&J)
vaccine, and the FDA and ACIP review could lead to guidance on booster shots for eligible minors.
Gov. Mike DeWine Tuesday implored parents to have their children wear masks to school and called on school officials that have not
instituted a mask mandate to do so at least for the short term, saying that it would otherwise be "very difficult" to keep the Delta
variant of COVID-19 out of classrooms and "impossible" to contain its spread after that point given the example seen in states such as
Florida. The Delta variant represents a potential "perfect storm," he continued, as it is "sweeping" across the state and many who are
unvaccinated have contracted it. The goal of in-person learning and athletic events for the school year is already "clearly at risk" as a
result, DeWine said.
As students across the state return to school, officials with the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) and Ohio High School Athletic
Association (OHSAA) are encouraging schools to implement masking, social distancing and vaccination protocols that protect
children and prevent the need for extensive quarantining. Ohio schools and hospitals can avoid the problems occurring in Florida and
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other states where masks are optional in schools, ODH Director Bruce Vanderhoff said during a press conference Wednesday. The
state's top doctor warned that the Delta variant is continuing to spread throughout the state, mostly among the unvaccinated,
President Joe Biden announced Wednesday that long-term care facilities will be required to ensure all staff are vaccinated in order to
continue receiving Medicare and Medicaid funding, as part of remarks on his administration's plan for COVID-19 booster shots. The
booster shot plan will include direct shipments to long-term care facilities, according to federal public health officials, and is slated to
begin Monday, Sept. 20 pending approval by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and CDC Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP). People would receive a third dose eight months after their second one. Plans for Johnson & Johnson
recipients are being developed.
On Thursday, Aug. 19, according to ODH, 3,446 cases of COVID-19 had been reported in the last 24 hours, which is the highest
number of new cases in months. There have been 170 hospitalizations and 10 intensive care unit admissions in the last 24 hours, ODH
said on its coronavirus website.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Google announced Thursday that it will invest $1 billion in a "substantial" expansion of the data center in New Albany in Central Ohio
and has further acquired 618 acres in Columbus and Lancaster for potential future data center locations. Google also announced
Thursday that it would establish a "Google Cloud" region in Columbus, joining the existing network of seven regions in the U.S. and 27
worldwide. These can provide faster services so that Google Cloud Platform enterprise customers can operate more reliably and at
higher speeds.
EDUCATION
Ohio will name a new state superintendent around year's end if the State Board of Education can meet an expedited timeline
envisioned by its President Laura Kohler, she told Hannah News in an interview. In the shorter term, the board will hold a special
meeting Monday, Aug. 23 to designate a new interim superintendent, after Deputy Superintendent John Richard's decision to leave in
October disrupted the board's action to designate him the temporary successor to Superintendent Paolo DeMaria, who retires in late
September. Kohler said she and Vice President Charlotte McGuire will be recommending the interim appointment of Stephanie
Siddens, who serves as senior executive director of the Center for Student Supports at the Ohio Department of Education (ODE).
Kohler cited Siddens' 15-year tenure with the department, her experience working directly with board members and her thoughtful
manner in responding to questions and concerns from the board as reasons for the recommendation.
ODE is offering free assessments to gauge students' school readiness, via its Restart Readiness Assessment portal at https://ohreset.portal.cambiumast.com/.
The Ohio ODE Task Force on Best Academic Practices Models for Black Students Friday took stock of where it stands and worked on a
template questionnaire for schools to fill out to help determine where they are in areas of best practices. After July's meeting when
State Superintendent Paolo DeMaria introduced six broad areas of best practices, he further refined those areas to four during
Friday's meeting.
A Northwest Ohio school board member was recently selected as the Ohio School Boards Association's (OSBA) 2022 president-elect
nominee. If elected during OSBA's statewide conference in November, Chris Varwig will become OSBA president in 2023 following her
term as president-elect.
ELECTIONS 2022
The campaigns of two Democrats running for governor said they are requiring all staff to be vaccinated against COVID-19: Dayton
Mayor Nan Whaley's campaign announced Thursday that it is requiring the vaccine for current and future campaign staff. Eric Hyers,
the senior strategist for Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley's gubernatorial campaign, told the Cincinnati Enquirer that it will also require
vaccines for the staff because it is the best strategy to prevent COVID-19.
Two Hamilton County Democrats announced their plans for 2022, with both seeking to switch legislative chambers. The Cincinnati
Enquirer reported that Rep. Catherine Ingram (D-Cincinnati) is planning to run for the Ohio Senate next year. She is seeking the seat
currently held by Sen. Cecil Thomas (D-Cincinnati), who is term-limited. Ingram is not term-limited in her current House seat until
2024. By running for the Senate, her House seat will now be an open race. Meanwhile, Thomas plans to run for the House seat
currently held by Rep. Brigid Kelly (D-Cincinnati), who is running for Hamilton County auditor.
Secretary of State Frank LaRose's re-election campaign named a leadership team in each of Ohio's 88 counties that he said will lay the
groundwork for his 2022 campaign.
A second Democrat Wednesday joined the U.S. Senate race, setting up a primary with U.S. Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Niles). Morgan Harper, a
consumer protection attorney and community organizer in Columbus who unsuccessfully ran for Congress in 2020, announced her
run. A progressive candidate who challenged U.S. Rep. Joyce Beatty (D-Columbus) in the Democratic primary in 2020, Harper said she
is running "with an ambitious policy vision and bold, progressive platform that will help her to mobilize the coalition that Ohio
Democrats need to win in the general election and defeat the Trump Republicans that are threatening our democracy." She said she
will fight for workers, the environment, racial justice, universal health care, abortion rights, and an end to gun violence.
Republican gubernatorial candidate Jim Renacci Wednesday launched a new ad in which he highlights his early support for former
President Donald Trump. Renacci argues that Gov. Mike DeWine only backed Trump "out of political expediency."
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Gov. Mike DeWine should require all K-12 school teachers, staff and students in Ohio to wear masks as the Delta variant continues to
spread across the state, Dayton Mayor and Democratic gubernatorial candidate Nan Whaley said Thursday. "One of our top priorities
must be keeping kids in schools, in person. While shutting down schools or going virtual may have been necessary last year to keep
our communities safe, it was a disaster for our kids, especially for those who were already at risk. We cannot go back to that. We must
do everything we can to keep schools open, and our kids in classrooms," Whaley said during a press conference outside the Vern Riffe
State Office Tower.
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The gubernatorial campaign of John Cranley announced the endorsement of the International Association of Fire Fighters Local 48.
- The congressional campaign of Mike Carey announced the endorsement of U.S. Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY).
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
For the week ending Aug. 14, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 9,684 initial unemployment claims to
the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). The number is lower than last week, when the department reported 10,581 jobless claims.
Ohioans filed 142,750 continued traditional unemployment claims last week, which was 1,052 fewer than the previous week, ODJFS
said.
ENVIRONMENT
Two auto body collision repair businesses will receive a total of nearly $300,000 in bond financing and grants to support air quality
enhancements at their facilities, the Ohio Air Quality Development Authority (OAQDA) has announced. Car Pro Auto Sale LLC in
Columbus and Howald's Paint & Body Works LLC in Springfield received combined totals of $259,000 in bond financing and $40,000
in grants, according to OAQDA. The bond financing is being provided through OAQDA's Clean Air Resource Center (CARC), which
aims to make clean air compliance easily accessible and affordable for Ohio small businesses. Each business also was approved for a
$20,000 grant through the CARC program.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) announced Thursday that the Ashtabula River has been removed from the
binational list of the Great Lakes' most environmentally-degraded areas. In the 1980s, the U.S. and Canada identified 43 "Areas of
Concern" (AOCs) on the Great Lakes affected by historical contamination dating back over many decades. The Ashtabula River is the
sixth AOC to be delisted in the U.S., and the first of four in Ohio, according to USEPA.
FEDERAL
The National Park Service (NPS) is now requiring visitors, employees and contractors to wear a mask inside all NPS buildings and in
crowded outdoor spaces, regardless of COVID-19 vaccination status or community transmission levels. According to NPS, the policy
follows the latest science and guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). The following Ohio sites are
managed by the NPS:
- Charles Young Buffalo Soldiers National Monument in Xenia
- Cuyahoga Valley National Park in Cleveland and Akron
- Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park in Dayton
- First Ladies National Historic Site in Canton
- Hopewell Culture National Historic Park in Chillicothe
- James A. Garfield National Historic Site in Mentor
- Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail (multiple states)
- North Country National Scenic Trail (multiple states)
- Perry's Victory & International Peace Memorial in Put-In-Bay
- William Howard Taft National Historic Site in Cincinnati
Ohio Democrats, including two candidates for Congress, called for the passage of the federal infrastructure bill at an event in
Columbus Thursday, and criticized Republicans in the U.S. House of Representatives for their opposition to the bill, which passed the
U.S. Senate with bipartisan support. Ohio Rep. Allison Russo (D-Upper Arlington), who is running in a special election for the 15th
Congressional District, said many Republicans are outright opposing or staying silent on the bill.
GAMING/GAMBLING
Ohio's four casinos and seven racinos reported impressive revenues during the first two months of Summer 2021. Casinos raked in
$84.7 million in June and $90.5 million in July, while racinos pulled in $112.1 million in June and $120.7 million in July, according to
information provided by the Ohio Casino Control Commission (OCCC) and Ohio Lottery Commission (OLC). All of those numbers are
higher than those reported in June and July of both 2020 and 2019.
The General Assembly should not pass sports gambling legalization bill SB176 (Manning-Antani), at least as currently written,
according to a national anti-gambling leader and Ohio's top NAACP official. Stop Predatory Gambling Executive Director Les Bernal

PRR22-03-08-297 000167

and NAACP Ohio Conference President Tom Roberts said the legislation would lead to increased child gambling and worsen wealth
inequality.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
The Controlling Board approved all items on its agenda Monday, with the exception of one deferred by request of the Ohio
Department of Health (ODH). A request from the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) was held by Sen. Bob Hackett
(R-London) and Rep. Scott Oelslager (R-North Canton), while Rep. Shane Wilkin (R-Hillsboro) held six Ohio Department of Public
Safety (ODPS) items. The ODJFS request held by Hackett and Oelslager was to transfer $21 million from its Audit Settlements and
Contingency Fund to a Human Services Project fund. ODJFS Legislative Liaison Bryan Stout discussed the transfer, saying it was not a
request to increase appropriation authority and would ensure they have cash on hand to start certain operations including the Ohio
Sobriety, Treatment and Reducing Trauma (START) program and IT support. It was then approved without objection.
House Minority Leader Emilia Sykes (D-Akron) Thursday announced the process for filling the 26th House District seat that was
vacated when Rep. Erica Crawley (D-Columbus) resigned to take an appointment as Franklin County Commissioner last month. Sykes
said the Democratic Caucus is requesting letters of interest from individuals seeking appointment by the caucus to the open seat.
Applicants should mail and email resumes and cover letters to House Democratic Chief of Staff Samantha Herd by the close of
business on Friday, Sept. 3
The Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board (CSRAB) and Capitol Square Foundation (CSF) announced initial plans to celebrate the
25th anniversary of renovations at the Ohio Statehouse on Wednesday, Nov. 17, with more details coming soon. The event is
scheduled for 4 to 8 p.m. and will include open house invitations to current and former members of the Legislature and previous
administration officials.
The Ohio Aerospace and Aviation Technology Committee (OAATC) held its first official meeting in over a year Thursday, with Rep.
Adam Holmes (R-Nashport) saying the Legislature is working to formalize his return as chair. That position had alternated between
chambers until new language was passed in the budget. During the meeting, Holmes said he had been thinking about the role of the
committee throughout the past year and sees "three specific objectives" of promoting advanced air mobility (AAM); developing an
industrial agency to interact with entities outside of Ohio; and supporting the in-state manufacture of electric vehicle battery
technology. He noted this latter poses "a real opportunity" for long-term economic benefits to the state.
GREAT LAKES
Researchers from eight Ohio universities are leading the latest round of projects supported by the Ohio Department of Higher
Education's (ODHE) ongoing Harmful Algal Bloom Research Initiative (HABRI). These projects will not only focus on state agency
priorities related to harmful algal blooms, but they will also inform ongoing efforts associated with Gov. Mike DeWine's H2Ohio water
quality initiative. Agencies engaged in setting priorities and shaping projects include the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio
EPA), Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg), Ohio Department of Health (ODH), Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and
the Ohio Lake Erie Commission (OLEC).
HIGHER EDUCATION
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) announced it will expand the Second Chance Pell experiment program for the 2022-2023
award year. The program provides education opportunities for justice-involved individuals who have previously been unable to access
federal need-based financial aid. The expansion will allow up to 200 colleges and universities to offer their prison education programs
with support from the Pell Grant program, up from the 131 currently participating. To date, students have earned over 7,000
credentials. The department said the expansion of the experiment is part of its efforts to expand access and equity in higher
education.
The Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU) has announced a $90,000 grant to Ohio University (OU) meant to help
the school explore how public universities can develop and scale partnerships with Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP)
Centers to increase the capacity of small and medium-sized manufacturers (SMMs) to adopt new technologies. The grant is one of
three awards in this area made possible as part of a research grant APLU received from the National Institutes of Standards and
Technology (NIST).
HOUSING/HOMELESSNESS
Housing units across Ohio grew by 2.2 percent in the last decade, according to numbers released by the U.S. Census Bureau, while the
vacancy rate dropped to 8.3 percent. Ohio had 5,242,524 housing units, the 2020 census determined, a growth of 2.2 percent. Ohio's
total population was 11,799,448, a growth of 262,944 persons from the 2010 census, or a 2.3 percent change. Nationally, the census
found the total number of housing units grew by 6.7 percent between 2010 and 2019, approximately half the rate of growth during
the previous decade. The Census Bureau said the slowdown was not unexpected as a housing boom in the mid-2000s contributed to
a rapid expansion of supply, while the housing crash and ensuing recession in 2007-2008 resulted in an increase in the number of
vacant units.
JUDICIAL
A sitting judge and veteran instructor for the Ohio Judicial College and National Judicial College has been sanctioned by the Ohio
Supreme Court for discussing cases affecting a Facebook "friend" and his family off the record and without the knowledge of the
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other parties, their defense counsel, or prosecutors. Presiding Judge Bruce Winters of the Ottawa County Common Pleas Court's
General and Domestic Divisions has decades of experience as a former magistrate, assistant prosecutor, probation officer, private
attorney and member of the Ohio Judiciary first elected in 2008 and reelected in 2014 and 2020. He also is a well-known contributor
to judicial college offerings at the state and national level.
The Ohio Supreme Court denied the Office of Ohio Consumers' Counsel's (OCC) request Wednesday to overturn a 16-year-old
decision the agency says state regulators routinely exploit to dodge rehearing requests that might prove unfavorable to utilities -including through customer refunds ordered by the Court in response to appeals by OCC and other energy stakeholders. The
consumers' counsel turned to the Court in April after waiting 15 months for the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) to rule on
its motion -- one of half dozen stakeholders to make the same request -- that commissioners reconsider their December 2019 order
reviving AES Ohio's (formerly DP&L) original, 2009 electric security plan (ESP) and its "rate stabilization charge" for the third straight
time after rescinding ESPs II and III at AES's request.
A 2012 change in state law describing how to tax commercial property was not intended to consider a leased property as vacant, the
Ohio Supreme Court ruled Wednesday as it rejected an attempt to lower the taxable value of a Lowe's Home Center by nearly $2.7
million. The case is Rancho Cincinnati Rivers LLC v. Warren Cty. Bd. of Revision. A unanimous Supreme Court explained the change to
R.C. 5713.03, which directed that leased property be valued "as if unencumbered," was established to allow tax assessors to consider
appraisals as better evidence than property sales prices. The Court denied a proposed "vacant-at-transfer" rule advanced by Warren
County property owners who challenged the $8.48 million 2016 tax-year value of a Lowe's.
The Ohio Supreme Court announced the adoption Tuesday of a standardized probate form for birth certification changes including
gender. Ohio law on birth certification changes requires application to a probate court.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
The Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol (CRMLA) resubmitted the summary language for its proposed marijuana legalization
law to the Ohio Attorney General's Office on Friday. The initiated statute would legalize and regulate the use of marijuana by adults
ages 21 and older. The initial summary language was rejected by Attorney General Dave Yost earlier this month.
MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM
Buckeye Community Health Plan will remain among Ohio's Medicaid managed care companies, after the Ohio Department of
Medicaid (ODM) announced its addition to the list of contract awardees following the settlement of a lawsuit against parent company
Centene. ODM announced six new managed care vendors in April but put Buckeye's bid on hold pending further review, citing the
then-pending litigation by Attorney General Dave Yost, which alleged Centene's use of subcontractors to misrepresent pharmacy
costs, inflate dispensing fees and file reimbursement requests for money already paid to others. ODM released a statement Friday
saying it had completed its review of Buckeye's bid and awarded the company a contract.
MENTAL HEALTH
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) recently released a report on its crisis services and related
funding strategies, as well as support for local resources. The report's executive summary began by noting Ohioans of all ages and
their families are seeking care in "record numbers" for substance use disorder and mental health concerns, often with "severe"
symptoms being exhibited. Those can include "psychosis, suicidal ideation, agitation [and] aggression" as well as withdrawal or toxic
effects of substance misuse or abuse, the report continued. In many communities, it said, people rely on emergency departments that
can lack necessary behavioral health resources and the ability to respond to psychiatric behavioral health emergencies. This can lead
to arrests and jailing without appropriate care, and the report noted that jail does not help those living with mental illness or the staff.
NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
The Cleveland-based Center for Community Solutions (CCS) recently announced the promotion of Loren Anthes to the role of senior
fellow and of Will Tarter to the role of fellow. Anthes serves as the William C. and Elizabeth M. Treuhaft Chair for Health Planning and
directs community solutions' Center for Medicaid Policy while Tarter leads community solutions' efforts to track and analyze
Cuyahoga County's investments in health and human services. He also provides leadership and support for the Council on Older
Persons. Both appointments were effective Aug. 1.
PENSIONS
Gov. Mike DeWine's chief deputy legal counsel, John Danish, has been named the new general counsel for the Ohio Police & Fire
Pension Fund (OP&F), the retirement system announced. He succeeds Mary Beth Foley, whom the OP&F Board promoted to
executive director following retirement of the prior director, John Gallagher.
PEOPLE
Richard "Dick" Schafrath, a former legislator and standout football player for Ohio State University and the Cleveland Browns, died
Sunday at age 84. Schafrath was elected to the Senate in the 1980s and retired from the chamber mid-term in 2000 to take a position
at the Ohio Department of Health.
Ruth Edmonds has returned to the Center for Christian Virtue (CCV) after a brief run for Congress earlier this year, CCV announced.
Edmonds will serve as the group's director of Christian engagement after previously serving as the church relations director, charged
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with engaging with pastors across the state about the cultural and political challenges facing them. She had left CCV to run in the
Republican primary for the 15th Congressional District but was unsuccessful in a crowded field.
POVERTY
Federal food assistance benefits for Ohioans are set to increase by almost $700 million total starting in October, after the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) released updates Monday to the calculations used to set benefits. Average benefits for families are
estimated to increase about $36 per person, the federal agency said. USDA released changes to the Thrifty Food Plan, as required by
the 2018 Farm Bill and an executive order from President Joe Biden signed in January. It will affect benefits for federal fiscal year 2022,
starting Friday, Oct. 1, 2021. The agency said reevaluation of the plan concluded the cost of a "nutritious, practical, cost-effective" diet
is 21 percent higher than under the prior plan.
The financial advisory website WalletHub recently released a comparison of all 50 states and the District of Columbia to determine
where children are the most disadvantaged. The ranking used 27 relevant metrics under three categories: socio-economic welfare,
measuring factors like the share of children in foster care, the share of children whose parents lack secure employment, and the share
of children living in "extreme" poverty; health, under which factors like a state's infant mortality rate, child food-insecurity rate, and
child death rate are measured; and education, which includes factors like the public high school graduation rate, the quality of public
schools, and the number of young children not enrolled in school.
PUBLIC SAFETY
The Office of Criminal Justice Services (OCJS) announced the addition of Beachwood (Cuyahoga County), Norwalk (Huron County)
and Holland (Lucas County) police Tuesday to law enforcement agencies now on board with state standards for use of force, including
deadly force, and agency recruitment and hiring.
The Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) is urging motorists to drive sober. During the "Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over" campaign,
which runs from Friday, Aug. 20 to Labor Day on Monday, Sept. 6, troopers will focus enforcement efforts on removing impaired
drivers from Ohio's roadways. Motorists can do their part in keeping the roadways safe by following all traffic laws, never driving
impaired and always designating a sober driver, OSHP said. In 2020, there were 13,141 OVI-related crashes, which resulted in 685
deaths and 7,981 injuries, the patrol said.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
The Ohio Redistricting Commission will hold public regional hearings in 10 cities around the state later this month as the process of
redrawing General Assembly lines begins. The co-chairs of the commission, Sen. Vern Sykes (D-Akron) and House Speaker Bob Cupp
(R-Lima), said the hearings will take place from Monday, Aug. 23, through Friday, Aug. 27, and will give Ohioans an opportunity to
contribute ideas for the future of Ohio's state legislative districts by offering public testimony and submitting map proposals.
Hearings will be held in Cleveland and Youngstown on Monday, Aug. 23; Dayton and Cincinnati on Tuesday, Aug. 24; Zanesville and
Rio Grande on Wednesday, Aug. 25; Lima and Toledo on Thursday, Aug. 26; and Akron and Mansfield on Friday, Aug. 27.
With the Ohio Redistricting Commission holding 10 public hearings next week to take testimony on the drawing of new General
Assembly districts, House and Senate Democrats from Toledo and Cincinnati held separate virtual news conferences this week -joined in both cases by representatives of the Equal Districts Coalition -- urging citizens to show up and participate in the public
hearings. In Toledo, Sen. Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) and Reps. Paula Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo), Lisa Sobecki (D-Toledo), and Michael
Sheehy called for fairer maps for the General Assembly and in Congress in this round of redistricting. The legislators noted that their
city is included in the infamous "Snake on the Lake" district under the current congressional map, requiring U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur
(D-Toledo) to represent a district that stretches from Toledo to Cleveland along Lake Erie. In Cincinnati, Desiree Tims, president and
CEO of Innovation Ohio, one of the members of the Equal Districts Coalition, discussed the importance of fair maps for that area,
noting one woman whose home in the current map that she said is split between the 1st and 2nd congressional districts. She said
under a fairer map, Cincinnati should be anchoring its own congressional district, not split apart with nearby counties. She was joined
by Sen. Cecil Thomas (D-Cincinnati) and Reps. Brigid Kelly (D-Cincinnati), Catherine Ingram (D-Cincinnati), Jessica Miranda
(D-Cincinnati) and Sedrick Denson (D-Cincinnati), as well as Katy Shanahan, the state director of All on the Line Ohio, another member
of the Equal Districts Coalition.
STATE GOVERNMENT
Energy Project Managers Patrick Love and Daniel Nigon-Kirgis told members of the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission (OFCC)
about how to reduce the spread of COVID-19 through the use of heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems during the
commission's Thursday meeting. As the virus spreads more easily among people indoors, Love said ventilation and filtration strategies
have been shown to help reduce transmission. OFCC began researching the topic after the Ohio Department of Education (ODE)
asked for guidance last year, and the commission subsequently released a whitepaper with summarized industry guidelines for school
districts.
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE
The Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission continues to work through glitches in its new customer service center software
after its initial deployment, Executive Director Ferzan Ahmed told commission members during Monday's meeting. He said the
vendor, TransCore, sent employees on site again during two weeks in July to help investigate and review ongoing issues, and said the
company is taking an active role in resolving the problems. He also said staff has begun to work on the commission's budget for next
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year, and there are key areas within the organization where they will need to look at future staffing levels to handle the management
of the new toll collection system once it is installed and the consultants are gone. There are also key staff members in these areas near
retirement, though he said leadership is working on a comprehensive succession plan.
UTILITIES
American Electric Power (AEP) has announced a new corporate "sustainability" policy to achieve 80 percent carbon reduction by 2030
and to cease investment in all forms of fossil fuel production or generation going forward. AEP's "Sustainable Finance Framework"
report prioritizes renewable energy as a driver of environmental, social and economic change more than it does the viability or
resilience of its fiscal policy. Dubbing climate change a "defining issue of our time," the company says it plans to "lead the transition
to a clean energy future" both reliable and affordable and one that engineers social and economic change.
The chairman of the Office of Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) Governing Board has issued a second appeal to the head of the Public
Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) Nominating Council for a special meeting "to consider reforms of the council's processes for
evaluating applicants for appointment as PUCO commissioners." Chairman Michael Watkins is a 10-year appointee to the OCC
Governing Board as well as a retired police officer and six-term lodge president for the Fraternal Order of Police (FOP) of Ohio. He had
written PUCO Nominating Council Chairman Michael Koren last November to call for an ad hoc meeting of the panel following former
commission Chairman Sam Randazzo's resignation amid ongoing revelations in the 133-HB6 (Callender-Willkin) scandal.
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) has set public hearings on AES Ohio's proposal to increase customer charges by
$120.7 million annually, a request opposed by agency analysts. PUCO staff are instead recommending the following:
- Reducing the annual revenue increase to a range between $61.1 million and $66.7 million.
- Limiting the fixed customer charge to $9.75 rather than the $15.66 sought by AES.
WORKFORCE
Over 103,400 Ohioans currently work in the clean energy and vehicles sectors, according to a report from Environmental
Entrepreneurs (E2) and the Clean Energy Trust, and legislation being considered at the federal level could add thousands of additional
jobs through increased investment in these sectors. The report found that clean energy businesses were "hit hard" by the pandemic
and resulting economic downturn in 2020, which represented the first year-to-year decline since the two organizations began
tracking the Ohio clean energy industry.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (Fifth Hearing)

PRR22-03-08-297 000175

HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)

To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)

PRR22-03-08-297 000176

To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
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SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)
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name, image and likeness (NIL), high schools are likely to immediately begin feeling the effects of the new NIL policy at the college
level, OHSAA Compliance Director Kristin Ronai said Wednesday at a Columbus Metropolitan Club (CMC) forum.
The state of Ohio is planning to chip in $2 million annually for at least 15 years to help keep Cleveland's Major League Baseball (MLB)
team at Progressive Field, Gov. Mike DeWine announced Thursday. DeWine, Cuyahoga County Executive Armond Budish, Cleveland
Mayor Frank Jackson, Cuyahoga County Council President Pernel Jones and Indians owner Paul Dolan said during a press conference
that the prospective lease agreement would guarantee that the team, soon to be known as the Guardians, would remain in Cleveland
until at least 2036, with the potential for an extension to 2046.
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Attorney General Dave Yost says FirstEnergy Corp.'s fired CEO and head of external affairs and the DeWine administration's onetime
utility chairman, Sam Randazzo, are part of the $61 million "unholy alliance" that returned Larry Householder to the speakership,
secured passage of energy bailout 133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin), and enriched them and their supporters. Yost added Randazzo and
former FirstEnergy executives to his corruption lawsuit Thursday and hinted more could come.
AUDITOR OF STATE
Nearly 80 percent of local governments in Ohio were better off financially at the end of 2020 than they were at the beginning of the
year despite the COVID-19 pandemic, Auditor Keith Faber told reporters Thursday. Faber held a roundtable discussion with
Statehouse reporters in his ceremonial office where he weighed in on everything from his office's overall functions, to the Ohio
Redistricting Commission he is a member of, to the problems with Ohio's unemployment compensation system, which Faber's office
is currently reviewing through two separate audits. On local governments' weathering the pandemic, Faber said most Ohio cities and
counties ended 2020 with more money than they started, with the average of their carry forward balances increasing by 20 percent.
BUSINESS/CORPORATE
Ohio's efforts to distribute federal COVID-19 relief funds continue, with the newly renamed Department of Development (DOD)
reviewing applications for the business grant programs created in SB108 (S. Huffman- Romanchuk) and SB109 (Manning-Rulli). The
state budget -- HB110 (Oelslager) -- doubled the total funding for the four programs from $155 million to $310 million, and DOD has
already received 8,229 applications requesting approximately $135.6 million as of July 28. "I strongly encourage Ohio's small and
medium-sized business owners to apply for these grants," Gov. Mike DeWine said. "Funding is set aside for businesses in all of Ohio's
88 counties and grants range from $10,000 to $30,000 apiece. As we continue our recovery from the pandemic, we want to give our
local businesses this money to help them successfully move forward."
CORONAVIRUS
Ohio is again seeing a surge in the number of COVID-19 cases, registering 895 new cases on Monday, 1,769 new COVID-19 cases on
Tuesday and another 2,167 new COVID-19 cases on Wednesday. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) also
updated its count of Ohio counties at a "high" or "substantial" transmission rate for which indoor masking is recommended, bringing
that to 67 in total on Tuesday. That total included 17 counties at a high level and 50 at a substantial level. The new "high transmission"
list includes Adams, Allen, Ashland, Clinton, Defiance, Fairfield, Fulton, Gallia, Greene, Highland, Lawrence, Miami, Monroe,
Montgomery, Scioto, Shelby and Williams counties.
Meanwhile, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) reported Wednesday another 11,794 individuals had started the vaccination in the
last day, taking the total in the state who have started a vaccine to 5,801,034 or 49.63 percent of Ohio's population.
The Ohio Hospital Association (OHA) announced Tuesday that its Board of Trustees approved a policy statement recommending
hospitals independently adopt policies requiring COVID-19 vaccination for employees and staff, with local factors determining
whether, how and when policies are implemented. The association also "strongly encourages" that all Ohioans, especially those
working in health care, receive the vaccine. Following the OHA announcement, OhioHealth announced that its 35,000 associates,
providers and volunteers -- including both employed and independent physicians, staff in patient-facing and non-patient-facing
roles, students and vendors -- will have to become fully vaccinated by Wednesday, Dec. 1.
EDUCATION
Effective use of mitigation measures can help keep unvaccinated students in school after potential COVID exposure, the Ohio
Department of Health (ODH) said in guidance released Thursday to address when school exposure should or should not spark a
quarantine period. Quarantine is not necessary following in-school exposure if students and staff are masked, physical distancing of at
least three feet between desks is instituted and other documented prevention policies -- improved ventilation, cleaning protocols,
screening for symptoms -- are in place, according to the guidelines. Absent implementation of all those policies in combination,
quarantine still is not required for the fully vaccinated if those exposed wear a mask for two weeks or until a test administered three to
five days post-exposure comes back negative, assuming a lack of symptoms.
Organizers of a coming lawsuit to challenge Ohio's school voucher system say the recently enacted state budget only strengthens
their case with its expansion of the choice program. Bill Phillis of the Coalition for Equity and Adequacy in Education, leader of the
landmark DeRolph litigation, said in a virtual news conference Monday that the Vouchers Hurt Ohio coalition has picked up dozens
more school districts just since the start of this fiscal year and plans to file the lawsuit "very shortly." They will likely file in Franklin
County, anticipating that the state would move for a change of venue to bring the case there if it were filed anywhere else, he said.
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The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) released a "Return to School Roadmap" Monday that offers schools guidance on priorities
of health and safety; supporting students' social, emotional and mental health; and improving academic achievement. At
https://sites.ed.gov/roadmap/, the agency offers a variety of resources on those three priorities.
ELECTIONS 2021
Trump-backed coal lobbyist Mike Carey Tuesday easily won a Republican primary for the 15th Congressional District seat formerly
held by Steve Stivers, outpacing 10 others with about 37 percent of the vote, followed by Rep. Jeff LaRe, former Rep. Ron Hood, and
Sen. Bob Peterson. Carey will face Rep. Allison Russo, who won the Democratic primary.
In the 11th Congressional District special election primary to replace former U.S. Rep. Marcia Fudge, Cuyahoga County Councilwoman
Shontel Brown edged out former Sen. Nina Turner in a crowded 13-candidate field to win the nomination. She will face Republican
Laverne Gore in November.
The following endorsement was made over the week:
- The Ohio Education Association (OEA) and the National Education Association (NEA) recommended Allison Russo in the 15th
Congressional District special election.
ELECTIONS 2022
Gov. Mike DeWine padded his re-election campaign account over the first half of the year, according to new campaign finance
reports filed Friday, while the top Democrat in the race reported raising more than a $1 million. According to the filings, DeWine
reported nearly $3 million in contributions, $150,863 in expenditures, and $6.6 million on hand. The campaign received $394,192 of
in-kind contributions from the Ohio Republican Party. His top Republican opponent, former U.S. Rep. Jim Renacci, reported $21,959 in
contributions, $14,409 in expenditures, and $1 million on hand thanks to a $1 million loan he personally made to his campaign.
Democratic Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley reported $1.6 million in contributions, $479,016 in expenditures, and nearly $1.4 million on
hand. Her campaign also reported a $1,600 in-kind contribution the from Emily's List Federal Fund for research.
Republican U.S. Senate candidate Mike Gibbons announced that his campaign has reserved $9 9 million in broadcast and television
time for the 2022 election cycle. That buy includes $2.9 million for the rest of 2021. Gibbons' campaign began running its first ad on
broadcast, cable and radio on Friday. The ad, titled "We Believe," was produced by The Strategy Group for Media.
The following endorsement was made over the week:
- The gubernatorial campaign of Nan Whaley announced the endorsement of Service Employees International Union (SEIU) District
1199 WV/KY/OH.
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
For the week ending July 31, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 10,740 initial unemployment claims to
the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is slightly higher than the previous week, when the department reported 10,603
jobless claims. Ohioans filed 148,607 continued traditional unemployment claims last week, which was 7,328 fewer than the previous
week, ODJFS said.
ENVIRONMENT
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (USEPA) Great Lakes Program has awarded $7 million to the Northeast Ohio Regional
Sewer District (NEORSD), U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) announced Monday. He noted the funding will be used to restore fish
passage, enhance ecologically-beneficial habitat and stabilize streambanks by removing the concrete flume and applying a
raised-bed approach along the main stem of West Creek. The money will be used to stabilize 3,500 linear feet of West Creek within
the Cuyahoga River Area of Concern, restoring four acres of aquatic and terrestrial habitat.
The Ohio Water Development Authority (OWDA) has awarded $4 9 million in low interest loans to Ohio communities to improve
water infrastructure and water quality. For the month of July, OWDA funded 10 projects that will improve and replace aging
infrastructure. The 10 awarded projects received an interest rate ranging from 0.5 percent to 1.79 percent.
FEDERAL
U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) spoke to reporters during his weekly teleconference on a bipartisan infrastructure bill, saying he
believes it will help finally address the aging Brent Spence Bridge connecting Cincinnati to Kentucky. Portman said he hopes it will
clear the chamber by the end of this week or early next week. He highlighted some of the provisions of the bill, including $110 billion
over five years for new roads and bridges. Under the current formula in the bill, Portman said $11.5 billion of that will come to Ohio.
U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) said Gov. Mike DeWine shares his concerns for getting rental assistance in the bipartisan
infrastructure bill to Ohioans faster at the state and local level. Addressing his Bridge Investment Act as part of newly passed
legislation, the senator added Wednesday that Ohio has 3,200 structures needing urgent repair -- in some cases literally crumbling
around motorists -- which in turn will drive Ohio jobs under the bill's "Buy America" focus.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
Recently appointed Rep. Kevin Miller (R-Newark) told Hannah News that he has found a new challenge to take on every few years and
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moving from legislative liaison for the Ohio State Highway Patrol to the Ohio House is the latest one. Succeeding ousted former
House Speaker Larry Householder (R-Glenford), Miller said he never had thought he would become involved in politics.
Democrats are taking a "carrot" versus "stick" approach in their latest efforts to address what they describe as an unfair wage gap
between men and women. Instead of whistleblower legislation from recent General Assemblies that sought to refer suspect
employers to the Ohio Civil Rights Commission (OCRC), the bill being proposed by Rep. Kent Smith (D-Euclid) and Monique Smith
(D-Fairview Park) would award an Ohio Department of Commerce (DOC) "Fair Paycheck Workplace" designation to employers that
pass a payroll audit.
GOVERNOR
Appointments made during the week include the following:
- Brittany Nicole Sommers of Cleveland (Cuyahoga County) as a student member on the Cleveland State University Board of Trustees
for a term beginning July 30, 2021 and ending May 1, 2023.
- Sanjay Jinka of Rootstown (Portage County) as a student member on the Northeast Ohio Medical University Board of Trustees for a
term beginning July 30, 2021 and ending June 29, 2023.
- Cassidy Lynn Starnes of Patriot (Gallia County) as a student member on the Shawnee State University Board of Trustees for a term
beginning July 30, 2021 and ending June 30, 2023.
- Andrew John Wessel of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) as a student member on the University of Cincinnati Board of Trustees for a
term beginning July 30, 2021 and ending May 13, 2023.
- Rahul Mahavirprasad Shah of Beavercreek (Greene County) as a student member on the Wright State University Board of Trustees
for a term beginning July 30, 2021 and ending June 30, 2023.
- Trina M. Carter of Akron (Summit County) to the University of Akron Board of Trustees for a term beginning July 30, 2021 and
ending July 1, 2030.
- Pedro J. Munoz of Bellbrook (Greene County), Ann Marie Ream of Canton (Stark County) and Scott H. Neely of Westerville (Franklin
County) reappointed to the Ohio Commission on Fatherhood for terms beginning July 31, 2021 and ending July 30, 2023.
- Laura Swanson of Columbus (Franklin County), Thomas Matthew Carroll of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) and Bill Faith of Columbus
(Franklin County) reappointed to the Housing Trust Fund Advisory Committee for terms beginning July 30, 2021 and ending March
18, 2025.
- Vladimir Kogan of Columbus (Franklin County) to the Ohio Humanities Council for a term beginning July 30, 2021 and ending Oct.
30, 2022.
- Kevin R. Flynn of Cincinnati (Hamilton County), Davin Marcum of Gahanna (Franklin County), Renee Wood of Toledo (Lucas County),
Gina E. Wilt of Hilliard (Franklin County), Rajai M. Saleh of Gahanna (Franklin County), Mirta Reyes-Chapman of Youngstown
(Mahoning County), Kyle Corbin of Huber Heights (Montgomery County), Paul A. Jarvis of Powell (Franklin County) and Paul B. Glock
Jr. of Dublin (Franklin County) reappointed to the Ohio Statewide Independent Living Council for terms beginning July 30, 2021 and
ending March 14, 2024.
- Karis Lynn Spence of Delaware (Delaware County) and Lisa N. Hickman of Westerville (Franklin County) reappointed to the
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities Council for a term beginning July 30, 2021 and ending June 1, 2024.
- David M. Bass of Copley (Summit County) to the Ohio Advisory Council for Aging for a term beginning July 30, 2021 and ending
Nov. 21, 2023.
- Edward J. Dadosky of Blue Ash (Hamilton County) to the State Emergency Response Commission for a term beginning July 30, 2021
and ending Jan. 13, 2022.
- Marian K. Schuda of Worthington (Franklin County) appointed and William W. Harding of Dover (Tuscarawas County) reappointed to
the Medical Quality Foundation Board for terms beginning July 30, 2021 and ending July 20, 2024.
- Brian K. Hathaway of Greenville (Darke County) appointed and Karen L. Beavers of Sidney (Shelby County) reappointed to the State
Board of Emergency Medical, Fire and Transportation Services for terms beginning July 30, 2021 and ending Nov. 12, 2023.
HIGHER EDUCATION
Ohio State University (OSU) President Kristina M. Johnson updated the school's COVID-19 safety policies on Monday to now mandate
that, effective immediately, students, faculty, staff and visitors to all Ohio State campuses and medical facilities are required to wear
masks indoors, regardless of their vaccination status. Masks continue to be required outdoors for unvaccinated individuals when they
cannot maintain physical distancing. Vaccinated people are not required to mask outdoors. More than 73 percent of the Ohio State
community is completely vaccinated, Johnson said.
Student-athletes in all 36 of Ohio State University's (OSU) varsity sports will soon have the ability to profit off of their name, image
and likeness (NIL) -- such as through official jersey sales -- as part of a new group licensing program. The OSU Office of Trademark
and Licensing Services and OSU Department of Athletics have entered into an agreement with the Brandr Group (TBG), the university
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announced Tuesday.
HOUSING/HOMELESSNESS
Bill Faith, executive director of the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio (COHHIO), Wednesday applauded action taken
Tuesday by the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to reinstitute an eviction moratorium in selected areas of the
nation and state for 60 days or until Sunday, Oct. 3. The previous moratorium expired July 31. According to COHHIO, the CDC's new
order applies to counties with substantial and high levels of community transmission of COVID-19, "which currently applies to 70 of
Ohio's 88 counties," according to the CDC data tracking tool.
HUMAN SERVICES
Gov. Mike DeWine signed two executive orders Monday that award Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program
funding, following recommendations and review by the Governor's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.
JUDICIAL
The Supreme Court of Ohio announced Tuesday afternoon that it is now requiring all staff and visitors to wear masks while inside the
Thomas J. Moyer Ohio Judicial Center regardless of vaccination status.
The ACLU of Ohio and Ohio Justice & Policy Center (OJPC) are appealing dismissal of a lawsuit they filed earlier this year to challenge
the state's decision to garnish prison inmates' COVID stimulus payments. The groups filed Friday with the 10th District Court of
Appeals to challenge Franklin County Common Pleas Judge Dan Hawkins' decision in June to dismiss the case at the state's request.
The lawsuit was filed on behalf of Kenneth Woodson, an inmate at Grafton Correctional Institution, and Leonard Evans, an inmate at
Marion Correctional Institution.
Gov. Mike DeWine Thursday announced the appointment of Dana S. Preisse to the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas, Domestic
and Juvenile Division. Preisse, of Dublin, will assume office on Monday, Aug. 16, taking the seat formerly held by Judge Terri Jamison,
who has been elected to a different bench. While Preisse's appointed term will expire on Jan. 4, 2025, she must run to retain the seat
in 2022. She previously was on the bench for 24 years.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Local governments and organizations can now apply for $250 million in American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds to address water
infrastructure needs, Gov. Mike DeWine announced Friday. The Ohio Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Grant Program is open to
public and non-public entities that operate water systems across the state, with an emphasis placed on addressing the needs of
economically-disadvantaged communities, according to the governor's office.
Former Councilman Kenneth Johnson has ended four decades at Cleveland City Hall with a 15-count conviction and possible 10-year
prison sentence and will not need to wait for a final ruling from the Ohio Supreme Court on his suspension from office. That is now a
certainty, as Johnson was found guilty of all charges Friday, including six counts of theft from a federal program, five counts of
preparing false tax returns, two counts of conspiracy to commit federal program theft, one count of tampering with witnesses, and
one count of falsification of records.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
Reps. Casey Weinstein (D-Hudson) and Terrence Upchurch (D-Cleveland) have officially filed legislation that would legalize the use of
marijuana for adults age 21 and older. It is HB382.
Charlie Trefny is the new government affairs director of the Ohio Medical Cannabis Industry Association (OMCIA), the organization
has announced. Before joining OMCIA, Trefny led Grow Ohio's government and regulatory efforts in dealing with the Ohio Medical
Marijuana Control Program (MMCP). Before that, Trefny served as a senior legislative aide for Rep. Tom Patton (R-Strongsville).
Attorney General Dave Yost on Thursday rejected the summary for a proposed law that would legalize and regulate the use of
marijuana by adults ages 21 and older. The Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol (CRMLA) had filed the initiated statute with
the Ohio Attorney General's Office on July 27. The AG's office said the petition was not a "fair and truthful representation of the
proposed statute," citing seven defects with the summary.
MENTAL HEALTH
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (Ohio MHAS) announced that it is partnering with Gov. Mike DeWine's
Office of Children's Initiatives and the Ohio Department of Medicaid to award eight grants totaling just over $1.7 million to expand
mobile crisis services for children and families to 18 additional counties.
MILITARY AFFAIRS
The Ohio Adjutant General's Office announced Monday that officials from the U.S. Air Force (USAF) and National Guard Bureau were
slated to evaluate Mansfield-Lahm Airport's potential as the site of the Air National Guard's first cyberspace wing on Tuesday. The
airport, home of the 179th Airlift Wing, is one of two locations under consideration; the other is Minneapolis-St. Paul International
Airport in Minnesota.
NATURAL RESOURCES
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The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) and the Nature Conservancy in Ohio (TNC) are partnering to acquire and
conserve 404 acres of forest land in Southern Ohio. The project will lead to 2,585 acres' being acquired as part of the Forest Legacy
Program. A corridor of conserved lands will allow plants and wildlife to move and adapt over time, maintain working forests that
contribute to the local economy, provide recreation opportunities and help fortify one of the most biologically diverse forests in the
Midwest, according to ODNR.
ODNR welcomed 42 students as new members of the Conservation Teen Advisory Council (ConTAC) for the upcoming school year.
ConTAC members are chosen to help ODNR expand its reach, impact and conservation efforts across the state, according to the
department.
OHIO HISTORY
Five women were inducted into the Ohio Women's Hall on Sunday during the Women's Suffrage Centennial Commission's (WSCC)
Family Day Festival held at the Statehouse. The event was part of the commission's efforts to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the 1920 adoption of the 19th Amendment allowing women to vote. The inductees included Amanda Wicker (1894-1987), Sophia M.
Mitchell (1888-1978), Mary Eliza Church Terrell (1863-1954), Lucy Stone (1818-1893) and Col. Jean Fontella Hixson (1922-1984).
The Ohio History Center announced plans to reopen on Wednesday, Sept. 8. All visitors, including Ohio History Connection members,
will need timed tickets to visit. The History Center said tickets will be available in two-week blocks. Admission is $13 for adults and free
to Ohio History Connection members. According to initial information, masks will not be required for fully vaccinated individuals but
are recommended for unvaccinated visitors, although the guidelines are subject to change.
POLLS/STUDIES
While a majority of those surveyed in a new Quinnipiac University Poll approved of the job President Joe Biden is doing on the
pandemic, the percent of those approving dropped by double digits. Respondents gave Biden a positive grade on his response to
COVID-19 by a margin of 53 percent to 40 percent, though that was down from a 65 percent approval in May. Overall, respondents
give Biden a 46 percent to 43 percent positive job approval rating, though that was also down from a 49 percent to 41 percent spread
in May.
Among other findings of the latest poll are the following:
- Respondents support a proposed spending bill to improve the nation's roads, bridges, broadband, and other infrastructure projects
by a margin of 65 percent to 28 percent. Democrats support the measure 93 percent to 4 percent, while Independent voters support it
64 percent to 29 percent. Republicans oppose it 54 percent to 41 percent.
- A majority of respondents (57 percent) say that the storming of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6 was an attack on democracy that should
never be forgotten, while 38 percent say too much is being made of the storming of the U.S. Capitol and it is time to move on.
- Almost half, 49 percent to 39 percent, said they think Donald Trump will run for president in 2024, with another 12 percent not
offering an opinion. A majority of Americans (60 percent) think it would be bad for the country if Donald Trump ran for president in
2024, while 32 percent think it would be good for the country.
- A majority of respondents, 54 percent to 33 percent, say they think Joe Biden will not run for president in 2024, with another 13
percent not offering an opinion. Just under half of Americans (48 percent) say they think it would be bad for the country if Joe Biden
ran for president in 2024, while 37 percent think it would be good for the country.
- A majority of respondents, 58 percent, say they are concerned about the Delta variant of the COVID-19 virus and a majority of
respondents also say they support vaccine requirements for people in some professions. The survey found six in 10 respondents
supported requiring health care workers to receive the COVID-19 vaccine while 35 percent opposed it.
PUBLIC SAFETY
The DeWine administration opened the budget-driven 2021 Law Enforcement Recruitment (LER) Fund Monday with a half million
dollars in potential awards and with an emphasis on more women and minorities in policing. The LER grant supports law enforcement
agencies that collaborate with communities, create programming, or improve other internal processes to develop a "diverse network"
of qualified applicants, according to the governor's office.
The Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS) said Monday that a new Multi-Agency Radio Communication System (MARCS)
tower is planned for the village of Fredericksburg in Wayne County, addressing communication issues for first responders there.
The Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) announced Sunday that Trooper Ian Lowry of Wintersville was honored with the Texas
Department of Public Safety's (TDPS) Director's Award for actions "in helping save the life of a female migrant" who had fallen from a
train on July 26. Gov. Mike DeWine announced in early July that 14 OSHP troopers and supervisors were being sent to assist local law
enforcement in Texas.
OSHP placed second in a "best looking cruiser" competition organized by the American Association of State Troopers (AAST), trailing
the Kentucky State Police (KSP) but outpacing all other entrants in the online vote. The OSHP image, which included lighting from an
OSHP helicopter, received 65,529 votes to KSP's 77,944. The Georgia State Patrol had 19,030 votes at third place, followed by the
Texas Highway Patrol, 17,474; and the Nebraska State Patrol, 16,933. The top 13 winning images will be displayed in an AAST
calendar, with Kentucky shown on the cover. To see the pictures of the winning entries, go to AAST Facebook page at
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https://www.facebook.com/StateTroopers/.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
Gov. Mike DeWine Monday officially set Friday, Aug. 6 as the first meeting of the Ohio Redistricting Commission as mapmakers begin
a condensed timeline to draw new Ohio General Assembly and congressional districts under new processes adopted by voters over
the past few years. Under the Ohio Constitution, the commission replaces the former Apportionment Board and is made up of the
governor,
auditor, secretary of state, and four persons appointed by the majority and minority leaders in the General Assembly. The Senate
appointments to the commission include Senate President Matt Huffman (R-Lima) and Sen. Vern Sykes (D-Akron), who worked with
Huffman on the redistricting commission reforms. In the House, Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima) and Minority Leader Emilia Sykes
(D-Akron) both appointed themselves to the body.
All members of the new Ohio Redistricting Commission will need to work together in good faith to create congressional and state
legislative districts that best represent the will of voters, Secretary of State Frank LaRose said Tuesday.
Leaders of the Fair Districts Ohio coalition, led by groups including the League of Women Voters of Ohio and Common Cause Ohio,
said Thursday state officials have not been transparent about key details of the process in the runup to Friday's initial meeting of the
Ohio Redistricting Commission. This year's redrawing of maps will be extraordinary in two ways: it will be the first cycle governed by
new rules enshrined in the Ohio Constitution via two statewide votes; and it will happen under a time crunch, as COVID-19 related
delays in getting Census Bureau data will push state leaders up against constitutional deadlines for completing maps.
However, the Census Bureau announced Thursday that it plans to beat its initial projection of a Monday, Aug. 16 release of population
data to states, setting a new release date of Thursday, Aug. 12. The Census Bureau had agreed to release the data no later than Aug.
16 in a legal settlement with Attorney General Dave Yost.
STATE GOVERNMENT
In the opening months of this General Assembly, lawmakers authorized the state to join six professional licensure compacts in health
care fields, with goals of expanded opportunities for a variety of clinicians and increased access to care for their patients. Generally,
the new laws will enable Ohio-licensed professionals to get authorization to practice in other compact states, and similarly allow
licensees elsewhere to practice here. The compacts Ohio is joining have different timelines, criteria and methods of licensure.
The Controlling Board Monday signed off on three new contracts for state employees that were recently collectively bargained,
covering employees in the attorney general's office as well 450 educators spread over five other agencies. In other action, the
Controlling Board approved a request from the attorney general's office authorizing special counsel contracts for state agencies.
TECHNOLOGY/AEROSPACE
Gov. Mike DeWine signed an executive order Friday to allow the Ohio Department of Development to adopt rules on an emergency
basis for administration of a broadband expansion program. Lawmakers created a program to boost broadband access across Ohio in
HB2 (Carfagna-Stewart) and funded it with $250 million in the biennial budget, HB110 (Oelslager).
The Broadband Expansion Program Authority's members approved the scoring criteria and a timeline for grant applications in their
first meeting Wednesday, with Rep. Rick Carfagna (R-Westerville) saying the two legislative appointments should be announced in
"very short order." The current members are Department of Development (DOD) Director Lydia Mihalik as chair, Lt. Gov. Jon Husted in
his role as director of InnovateOhio and governor's appointee Gregory Sample, who previously worked in the Internet service
industry. The authority was created under HB2 (Carfagna-Stewart) and it will distribute the $250 million to close the funding gap
between a project's actual cost and what it needs to turn a profit, assisting with infrastructure expenses. Husted said in opening
comments that it is meant to make it economically possible for nonprofits, local governments and private businesses to provide
Internet service in unserved and underserved areas.
TREASURER OF STATE
Ohio Treasurer Robert Sprague announced Thursday that the University of Cincinnati (UC) had been selected as independent
evaluator for the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio's (FAO) iSee project. This project is the first to be conducted as part of the office's
ResultsOHIO pay for success initiative.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
The Unemployment Compensation Modernization and Improvement Council (UCMIC) approved its initial report unanimously
Thursday, following discussion of a draft version during the previous meeting. Co-chair Rep. Mark Fraizer (R-Newark) commented that
the state auditor's office had not completed some of its work, which will be included in a later version of the UCMIC report. Sen.
Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) and Rep. Jeffrey Crossman (D-Parma), who filled in for Rep. Lisa Sobecki (D-Toledo), had requested that the
day's report be specified as either preliminary or an initial document. Fraizer agreed to call it the initial report, but said they had a
statutory deadline of Aug. 11 and so the next report may be released on either Sept. 30 or Nov. 4. The council is not subject to a
sunsetting after the August date, he noted, nor is it restricted from providing further reports. Fraizer also said there could be
additional council meetings after Nov. 4 as needed.
UNIONS
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Ohio leaders joined President Joe Biden in paying tribute to Ohio AFL-CIO President Robert Trumka who died suddenly Thursday of a
heart attack. He was 72.
UTILITIES
An advocate for the elderly has joined the Office of Ohio Consumers' Counsel (OCC) and Ohio Poverty Law Center (OPLC) in pressing
state regulators to immediately halt American Electric Power (AEP) of Ohio's customer disconnections and to suspend all electric and
gas shutoffs this winter while the DeWine administration investigates AEP's consumer notice and debt collection practices and the
disproportionate impact of all utility disconnections on minorities, the working poor and other at-risk Ohioans. OCC, OPLC, Pro
Seniors, Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, and Legal Aid Society of Southwest Ohio filed a joint motion with the Public Utilities
Commission of Ohio (PUCO) for an immediate moratorium on AEP's "alarming number" of service cutoffs, which reached two to 14
times more than any other electric utility in the state during the worst of the COVID-19 recession, or four times more than the average
disconnection rate of FirstEnergy, Duke Energy and AES Ohio for the year ending May 2021.
FirstEnergy will have to forfeit more than $17 million in capital costs that do not comply with Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) accounting standards, if the PUCO adopts independent audit recommendations, and will refund over one quarter of its vendor
payments from the last 10 years, which the auditor says were improperly charged to utility customers. They are among Blue Ridge
Consulting Services' findings from one of three FirstEnergy audits PUCO ordered in the wake of 133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin), along
with a separate commission probe into the company's "political and charitable spending." In addition to Blue Ridge's review of the
utility's delivery capital recovery (DCR) rider, Daymark Energy Advisors is handling FirstEnergy's corporate separation and distribution
modernization rider (DMR) audits.
In other developments, former PUCO Chairman Sam Randazzo's lucrative consulting agreement, which OCC secured through
document discovery, was obtained by members of the media.
WORKERS' COMPENSATION
The Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) FY21 net portfolio return was 14.4 percent, BWC Investment Committee Chair
Mark Palmer said Friday. BWC Board of Directors Chair Chan Cochran praised BWC's investment team for achieving the "spectacular"
results in FY21.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (Fifth Hearing)
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HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)

To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)
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To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)

PRR22-03-08-297 000192

SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)
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bill with a number of provisions purportedly unrelated to the budget.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
The Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Office of Child Support will receive $2 million in federal grant funding to
expand a program that educates teenagers about the emotional, financial and legal realities of parenthood, according to a release
from the department. Program activities are designed to reduce unplanned pregnancies, promote economic mobility, build healthy
relationship skills, teach parenting skills, prevent relationship violence and enhance life skills. More information about the program is
available at https://tinyurl.com/3tb8ubfp.
Speaking at Wexner Medical Center Thursday, First Lady Fran DeWine discussed how hospitals can help parents enroll their newborns
in the Ohio Governor's Imagination Library (OGIL) and receive a free book by mail each month for children from birth to age 5. Forty
percent of eligible Ohio children are currently enrolled, and DeWine said she believes that could reach 50 percent by the end of 2021.
CITIES
A recent study out of Ohio State University (OSU) is the first to calculate how much shaded areas in cities help lower the temperature
and reduce the “urban heat island” effect. Researchers created a 3D digital model of a section of Columbus and determined what
effect the shade of the buildings and trees in the area had on land surface temperatures over the course of one hour on one summer
day. “We can use the information from our model to formulate guidelines for community greening and tree planting efforts, and even
where to locate buildings to maximize shading on other buildings and roadways," said Jean-Michel Guldmann, co-author of the study
and professor emeritus of city and regional planning at OSU.
CIVIL RIGHTS
The Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission (Ohio MLK Commission) recently announced that it is now accepting
nominations for the awards to be presented at the January 2022 Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Celebration. Further
details on the event itself will be released in the coming months.
CORONAVIRUS
While a reinstatement of the statewide mask mandate is not being considered as Ohio continues to see more COVID-19 cases and
hospitalizations, schools should plan for “strong guidance” from the administration as children prepare to return next month, Gov.
Mike DeWine said Friday. “There's one way out of this, and that is that more people get vaccinated,” DeWine told reporters following
his remarks celebrating Breeze Airways' inaugural flight from the John Glenn International Airport in Columbus.
With COVID-19 cases again on the rise in Ohio and across the nation, the Ohio Department of Health's (ODH) Chief Medical Officer
Bruce Vanderhoff held a press conference Wednesday with two fellow doctors to address vaccine hesitancy and stress the safety and
efficacy of the vaccines. Driven by the spread of the more contagious Delta variant of the COVID-19 virus, Ohio is seeing a steady
increase in
infections after a long period of decline. The two-week average of cases per 100,000 residents has more than doubled, Vanderhoff
said. Daily case totals have risen sharply recently, reaching 785 on Wednesday. Hospitalizations are also on the rise, though ICU
admissions and deaths remain low.
While Gov. Mike DeWine signed lawmakers' prohibition on public school and university COVID vaccine mandates, students, faculty
and staff will be returning to classes and campuses several weeks before the new law takes effect. Under HB244 (Lampton-White),
public schools and higher education institutions cannot require anyone to take a vaccine not yet fully approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA); COVID vaccines now widely in use are being administered under emergency use authorization. DeWine,
who's been an emphatic proponent of the vaccines, said via a spokesman he hopes forthcoming full approval from the FDA will
render the new law moot. The FDA granted Friday a request for priority review of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.
Over the weekend, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) issued a news release urging caution at residential camps following reports
of COVID-19 outbreaks linked to two camps in the western part of the state. ODH has released updated residential camp guidance to
advise campers and camp operators of best prevention practices which can be found online at https://tinyurl.com/34tebchm. The
guidance recommends implementing layered prevention approaches at camps attended by any campers who are not fully vaccinated
against COVID-19. This involves use of multiple strategies that the department says have been shown to be effective at controlling
spread of the disease, including masking, social distancing, hand washing and frequent cleaning and sanitation.
CORRECTIONS
Ten security staff of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (DRC) are under internal investigation or have resigned
and could face criminal prosecution for the death of a newly admitted, 56-year-old obese inmate who was thrown to the ground at
least four times and fell another 12 times before dying from apparent heart failure. Inmate Michael McDaniel had been at the
Correctional Reception Center (CRC) for roughly two weeks, DRC Director Annette Chambers-Smith said, when he became involved in
a verbal confrontation with two female guards while locked in his cell on Feb. 6, 2021. Although their accounts of how the argument
started contradict available video and other inmate testimony, department investigators found after guards had removed him from
the cell in handcuffs, their initial use of force (UOF) in taking McDaniels to the ground was justified. Democratic member of the
Correctional Institution Inspection Committee (CIIC), including Sens. Hearcel Craig (D-Columbus) and Sandra Williams (D-Cleveland),
Rep. Adam Miller (D-Columbus) and Vice Chair Sedrick Denson (D-Cincinnati), are calling for a “full investigation and accounting” of
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the death of McDaniel while in the care of DRC.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Ohio could see over 15,000 new jobs, $13 billion in economic activity and $2.5 billion in tax revenue in the next 25 years if it takes
certain steps to promote Advanced Air Mobility (AAM), according to a recent study by Crown Consulting and other partners. The
findings were discussed during the recent “Ohio Air Mobility Symposium” organized by Ohio State University (OSU) students and
featuring panelists that included DriveOhio Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) Center Director Fred Judson.
ECONOMY
A recent report by Scioto Analysis found that White male workers in Ohio out-earned other groups in 2019, citing data from the U.S.
Census Bureau's American Community Survey. On average, White male workers made $58,779; non-White males made $47,214;
White women made $39,588 and non-White women made $35,948, Scioto Analysis said. The earnings gap between White men and
other workers was $560 million in 2019, though it previously fell to $470 million in 2011. From 2011 to 2015, the gap increased to 21
percent as a result of higher earnings for White male workers, and it has been between $560 million and $570 million since then.
EDUCATION
Friday's meeting of the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) Task Force on Best Academic Practice Models for Black Students had
members continuing discussions about how to best provide education to Black students. State Superintendent Paolo DeMaria said
that since the last meeting of the task force, he heard about best practices in six broad areas: leadership, staff involvement and
development, classroom practices and academic supports, student supports and empowerment, community and family supports and
data analysis and utilization.
A federal judge set a hearing for December to consider both an injunction request and merits of the case in Hamilton County resident
Daniel Regenold's lawsuit alleging the State Board of Education abridged his free speech rights with limits on public testimony about
race-related topics. Earlier this month, Judge James Graham of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Ohio granted a
motion from the state to dismiss claims against the State Board of Education itself, but allowed claims against individual board
members, including President Laura Kohler, to proceed. Regenold filed the lawsuit in April after being denied the ability to speak in
person at the April board meeting under Kohler's policy of taking testimony on race-related topics in writing only. She instituted that
policy after months' worth of testimony responding to the board's July 2020 resolution on racism and equity, as well as the Ohio
Department of Education's citation of the 1619 Project, a New York Times essay collection, in a newsletter for social studies teachers.
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) is inviting states to apply to receive the second and larger installment of money provided
in the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act to assist children experiencing homelessness.The second round of funding constitutes
$600 million of the $800 million provided in the ARP for the Homeless Children and Youth (HCY) Fund, and USDOE said states and
schools should be able to access the money before the start of the academic year. The money is meant to be used to identify
homeless children and youth, provide wraparound services to address effects of the pandemic, and provide assistance to enable the
children and youth to attend school and participate fully in activities, according to the federal agency.
The Ohio Department of Commerce's (DOC) Division of Financial Institutions announced Wednesday that four organizations would
receive funding for financial literacy education efforts directed toward children and young adults in 20 rural Ohio counties. The grant
totals $75,930 and will be divided among DoverPhila Federal Credit Union, Denison University, JuniorAchievement of Mahoning Valley
and Junior Achievement of Northwest Ohio.
The state financial oversight panel for Niles City Schools this week recommended Auditor of State Keith Faber release the district from
fiscal emergency status. Niles is the only school district in fiscal emergency.
ELECTIONS 2021
Former President Donald Trump Tuesday made it clear that only Mike Carey has his endorsement for the 15th Congressional District,
calling him a “great friend,” and someone the voters “will cherish for the rest of your lives.” In remarks lasting about five minutes on a
teleconference call with Carey, Trump encouraged supporters to get out and vote for Carey in the special election primary to replace
former U.S. Rep. Steve Stivers, now the head of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce.
ELECTIONS 2022
U.S. Rep. Anthony Gonzalez (R-Canton) outraised Republican challenger Max Miller in the second quarter of the year, even with
Miller's appearing with former President Donald Trump at a rally in Lorain County last month. Trump is backing Miller, a former aide,
against Gonzalez after the second-term congressman voted to impeach Trump, citing Trump's conduct before and during a riot at the
U.S. Capitol involving Trump supporters in January. In reports filed last week with the Federal Elections Commission (FEC), Gonzalez
reported $591,016 in net contributions, and spent about $110,279, leaving $1.5 million on hand. Miller reported $337,340 in net
contributions, but spent $310,351, and has $533,153 on hand. A third Republican, Jonah Schulz, reported $11,565 in net contributions,
$6,206 in spending and $7,539 on hand. Democrat Matthew Diemer reported $2,575 in contributions, $2,277 in spending and $2,497
on hand.
Republican businessman Mike Gibbons has the most cash among all of the candidates seeking to succeed U.S. Sen. Rob Portman
(R-OH) in next year's Senate race thanks to loaning his committee $5 9 million, while Republican businessman Bernie Moreno and U.S.
Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Niles) showed the most prowess in raising cash for their campaigns. In total, Ohio candidates for the seat raised

PRR22-03-08-297 000196

nearly $11 million combined over the quarter.
The owner of a Newark funeral home announced Monday that he will be seeking the Republican nomination for the Ohio Senate's
31st Senate District in 2022, when the current seat holder, Sen. Jay Hottinger (R-Newark), is unable to run for reelection due to term
limits. Chute, who said this will be his first run for public office, is a licensed funeral director with Vensil & Chute Funeral Homes. He is
a graduate of Newark High School and returned to the area after attending Ohio University and the
Cincinnati College of Mortuary Science.
Republican U.S. Senate candidate Bernie Moreno announced this week that Lana Marks, a former ambassador to South Africa in the
Trump administration, is joining his campaign's steering committee.
Moreno said his campaign's steering committee was instrumental in helping him to outraise all competitors in his first fundraising
quarter.
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
For the week ending July 17, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 12,619 initial traditional
unemployment claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). The number of initial traditional unemployment claims increased by
2,666 since last week, when ODJFS reported 9,953 initial claims.
ENERGY/UTILITIES
Increasing calls for greater regulatory oversight of electric transmission “gold-plating” have prompted the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (FERC) and Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) to launch separate investigations into how transmission infrastructure
connecting power generators to local utilities is planned and built on a regional and national level and whether average consumers
are being overcharged. FERC and OPSB both opened new case dockets last week to examine utility transmission planning and billing,
the latter an additional requirement of 133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin) repeal legislation HB128 (Hoops-Stein).
New “fracking” rules proposed by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) would for the first time allow simultaneous
drilling and production of oil and gas within close proximity, subject to strict precautions against explosions and well blow-outs.
Announced Friday, ODNR's Division of Oil and Gas Resource Management (DOGRM) rule package seeks to protect surrounding
communities and ecosystems while allowing the industry to extract profits more quickly.
Though he has not been officially indicted as part of an ongoing federal investigation surrounding the passage of nuclear bailout bill
133-HB6 (Callender-Wilkin), new court filings made Thursday allege former Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) Chairman Sam
Randazzo took $4.3 million from FirstEnergy Corp. to further the utility's interests before the commission. Randazzo was appointed
chairman of the commission by Gov. Mike DeWine in February 2019, but resigned more than a year and a half later after federal
agents executed a search warrant on Randazzo's Columbus home. DeWine, facing criticism over that pick in light of the new court
filing, issued a statement later in the day defending his pick of Randazzo and adding that if the allegations against the former
chairman are true, “his motives were not known by me or my staff.” Just a day later than the one-year anniversary of the arrest of
former House Speaker Larry Householder on federal corruption charges stemming from the passage of 133-HB6, federal authorities
Thursday announced they were charging FirstEnergy with conspiracy in the case. They also announced they had reached an
agreement with the utility to defer that prosecution as long as FirstEnergy Corp. continues to cooperate with their investigation.
ENVIRONMENT
The Ohio Air Quality Development Authority (OAQDA) board recently approved two new projects with bond financing totaling up to
$2.85 million to support 130 West 2nd Street, LLC in Dayton as it implements energy efficiency upgrades.The financing is provided
through OAQDA's Clean Air Improvement Program (CAIP), which supports clean air facility improvements statewide through its bond
financing and related tax benefits.
FEDERAL
U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) opened his call with reporters Tuesday by discussing ongoing bipartisan negotiations on infrastructure
legislation, saying “if we get it right, it's going to be great for the country.” He noted that 43 percent of public roadways nationally are
in “poor or mediocre” condition and that over 46,000 bridges are considered “structurally deficient,” adding that Ohio faces these
problems as well.
U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) used his weekly tele-press conference to urge passage of federal legislation that he said would make
it easier for workers to organize and collectively bargain and punish companies that use unfair tactics to stopworkers from joining a
union. Brown said unions have made and continue to make the hard work of Ohioans pay off, leading to better benefits and better
wages. He said the bill would begin to level the playing field between workers and corporations after years of polices that
he argued are corporate centered, from trade to taxation to organizing rules.
President Joe Biden traveled to Cincinnati Wednesday evening to hold a town hall broadcast on CNN, addressing issues ranging from
the pandemic to a pending infrastructure bill in Congress. He expressed hope that a bipartisan deal will come together on
infrastructure, despite Republicans' voting against a procedural vote on the measure this week. The president noted the importance
of fixing bridges and roads across the country and also highlighted the jobs the endeavor would create.
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
The Statehouse has been experiencing high temperatures this week after a water pipe burst on Sunday and caused damage to the
HVAC system, as well as the elevator in the north light court. Capitol Square Review and Advisory Board (CSRAB) spokesman Mike
Rupert said in an email air conditioning repairs are expected to be done by the end of the week. CSRAB said in a statement earlier this
week the damage to the elevator was “extensive” and is expected to take a few months to repair.
GOVERNOR
Gov. Mike DeWine said Friday he's appointing Natasha R. Kennedy to the Logan County Court of Common Pleas, Family Court, to
replace retired Judge Dan Bratka. Kennedy will need to run for election in November 2022 to keep the seat. Kennedy, of Bellefontaine,
has been a magistrate for the family court division since August 2019. Previously, she was a magistrate in the court's general division
and an assistant county prosecutor.
The Governor's Office of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives (OFBCI) Advisory Board highlighted Thursday the upcoming release
of its “Compassion Map” app, which will provide a map of faith- and community-based organizations across the state for use by
government, nonprofit leaders and clients. Board Director Michele Reynolds explained that the office will soon launch its “get on the
map” initiative to encourage faith and community-based groups to undergo the process to be listed on the Compassion Map app.
Also included on the map will be relevant contact information for the organizations listed.
Appointments made during the week include the following:
- Kimberly Wallis of Broadview Heights (Cuyahoga County), Amista Naylor Lipot of Beverly (Washington County), Andrea E. Hoffman
of Marion (Marion County), Kelly Maynard of Dublin (Franklin County) and Randi Clites of Ravenna (Portage County) to the Rare
Disease Advisory Council for terms beginning July 21, 2021 and ending April 22, 2023.
- Bradley G. Beach of North Canton (Stark County) to the Holocaust and Genocide Memorial and Education Commission for a term
beginning July 21, 2021 and ending July 20, 2024.
- Kristi Burre of Pickerington (Fairfield County) to the Early Childhood Advisory Council for a term beginning July 20, 2021 and
continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Ward J. Timken, Jr. of Canton (Stark County) to the Northeast Ohio Medical University Board of Trustees for a term beginning Sept.
22, 2021 and ending Sept. 21, 2030.
- William C. Wappner of Mansfield (Richland County) reappointed to the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors for a term
beginning July 26, 2021 and ending June 30, 2026.
- John M. Hoopingarner of Dover (Tuscarawas County) reappointed to the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission for a term
beginning July 21, 2021 and ending June 29, 2027.
- Holly Christmann of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) to the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission for a term beginning July
21, 2021 and ending June 29, 2026.
- Gordon M. Gough of Dublin (Franklin County) to the Governor's Executive Workforce Board for a term beginning July 21, 2021 and
continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Gregory P. Sample of Dayton (Montgomery County) to the Broadband Expansion Program Authority for a term beginning July 21,
2021 and ending July 20, 2025.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Recently enacted law on clinicians', institutions' and insurers' ability to decline to perform or pay for health care services contrary to
their beliefs and principles drew the objection from a group representing family doctors. The language in HB110 (Oelslager), added in
the Senate, states those entities can decline to perform or pay for a service that “violates the practitioner's, institution's or payer's
conscience as informed by the moral, ethical or religious beliefs or principles held by the practitioner, institution or payer.” The Ohio
Association of Family Physicians (OAFP) said in a statement the new law upsets the balance between providers' rights and patient
care.
The Commission on Infant Mortality heard from software company RiskLD at its Wednesday meeting, with Founder R.K. Khosla
explaining that use of the app in Cleveland's University Hospitals saw massively reduced “serious safety events” with expecting
mothers and similarly reduced litigation costs. Khosla explained that the company's app is designed to reduce medical errors in labor
and delivery units, noting such errors are driven by lack of situational awareness and failure to adhere to best practices.
HIGHER EDUCATION
Now at the University of Toronto, Dexter Voisin will join Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) as the next dean of the Jack, Joseph
and Morton Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences in January. He succeeds former Dean Cleve Gilmore who held the position for
more than 20 years.
HOUSING/HOMELESSNESS
A new report from the National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) titled “Out of Reach: the High Cost of Housing” states that the
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average price of rent for a two-bedroom apartment in Ohio outpaces the average wage for renters seeking to spend 30 percent or
less of their total income on housing and utilities. According to the report, the average wage of renters in Ohio is $14.84 per hour,
while the two-bedroom apartment “housing wage” required to rent such an apartment without spending more than 30 percent of
one's income on rent and utilities is $16.64 per hour. Approximately 34 percent of Ohioans are renters, comprising 1.59 million
households.
JUDICIAL
One Ohio judge faces a one-year suspension from the bench without pay for “gross abuse” of contempt powers, while another is
headed for a stayed suspension and sexual harassment awareness training if the Ohio Supreme Court upholds recent
recommendations from the Board of Professional Conduct. The Hon. Mark Repp, Tiffin-Fostoria Municipal Court's presiding judge,
had led the jurisdiction for most of two decades in 2020 when he violated multiple Rules of Judicial Conduct and Professional
Conduct in a single day, though evidence suggests it was not the first time Repp, a former Chicago/Cook County state's attorney, had
skirted Supreme Court rules. In the second case, Judge Theodore Newton Berry of the Hamilton County Municipal Court is accused of
sending Facebook messages and texts with “offensive and sexually explicit content” to a court reporter who had just been hired.
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
The Ohio Restaurant Association (ORA) announced Lt. Gov. Jon Husted as the recipient of one of two “Outstanding Public Official of
the Year” awards at its recent virtual 2021 Industry Awards Celebration, which spotlights top leaders and professionals within Ohio's
restaurant, food service and hospitality industry. “This award honors public officials who fight for the best interest of restaurant
community businesses -- their owners, operators and employees. And this past year, Lt. Governor Husted certainly was a large
support to Ohio's restaurant industry,” said John Barker, ORA president and CEO.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Cuyahoga County's attempt to create a chartered police force with authority over all municipalities in its boundaries was struck down
by the Ohio Supreme Court years ago as a constitutional and statutory overreach. Its efforts to form an electric utility to compete with
Cleveland Public Power may fare no better. The Ohio Attorney General's Office says an electric utility operating within a county -even a chartered one like Cuyahoga -- appears equally problematic and a likely violation of Article X, Section 3 of the Ohio
Constitution.
MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM
A Franklin County Common Pleas judge declined Paramount Advantage's request to freeze implementation of new Medicaid
managed care contracts amid its legal challenge to the award process.
Judge Julie Lynch of Franklin County Common Pleas Court also referred the case to Magistrate Jennifer Hunt. A combined hearing on
Paramount's request for a temporary injunction and trial on the merits is scheduled for 9 a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 12.
Ohio has not yet defined the services and other purposes it plans to spend extra funding in the federal American Rescue Plan (ARP)
set aside for home- and community-based services (HCBS), but recently filed a plan that spells out how it will engage stakeholders to
determine the best uses for the money.
Maureen Corcoran, director of the Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM), told Hannah News the submission recently filed with the
federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is “a plan to plan,” given that ODM was focused heavily on state budget
deliberations until now.
MENTAL HEALTH
The Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (OhioMHAS) announced that Ohio will receive a funding boost from
the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to help address mental illness and addiction in the
state. Ohio will receive over $86 million in one-time funding to supplement Ohio's Community Mental Health and Substance Abuse
Prevention and Treatment Block Grant subsidies as a part of a national $2.5 billion COVID-19 relief package. The Community Mental
Health Service Block Grant aims to provide community mental health services, for which Ohio will receive $25.8 million, and the
Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant seeks to establish and maximize addiction treatment infrastructure, for which
Ohio will receive $60.5 million.
NATURAL RESOURCES
A new accessible kayak launch will give people of all abilities a chance to better enjoy the water, according to the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources (ODNR). The new accessible kayak launch was installed at the park's existing boat ramp on Pine Lake, near the
public beach. Kayaks, canoes and paddleboats can be rented from the general store at the park.
ODNR dedicated two new H2Ohio wetlands in Northwest Ohio. The Fruth Wetland Nature Preserve restoration project in Seneca
County and the Redhorse Bend Wetland Restoration in Sandusky County were completed as part of Gov. Mike DeWine's H2Ohio
initiative to help reduce sediment and nutrients going to the Western Lake Erie Basin.
Indian Lake is experiencing significant aquatic vegetation growth this summer, according to ODNR, which notes that there are many
factors contributing to this growth, “many of which are natural and good indicators of good water quality.” ODNR's Division of Parks
and Watercraft has deployed two weed harvesters to ensure that the lake's main channels remainnavigable for boats. Additionally,
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limited chemical spraying is being done, “but with extreme caution so additionalphosphorus and nitrogen are not released into Indian
Lake.”
More boaters can now enjoy time on the water at Buckeye Lake State Park, thanks to 25 new docks and 50 slips added by ODNR. The
new docks, which are 24 ft. long and 7 ft. wide, replace old docks removed in 2014. They were installed at Fairfield Beach, near
Lakeshore Drive. They are currently rented for the 2021 season and can accommodate any type of boat, including personal watercraft.
The new docks are rented through a lottery system offered by the park.
Alum Creek State Park recently moved its park operations to the newly renovated park office at 3615 S. Old State Rd. in Delaware,
according to ODNR. The new office is open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for watercraft registrations, boat
inspections and general park visitor information. The park's new office location actually served as Alum Creek's park headquarters
until 2015.
The ODNR Division of Wildlife, in partnership with the Stream + Wetlands Foundation and Ultium Cells LLC, recently announced the
construction of a 172-acre habitat restoration project at Mosquito Creek Wildlife Refuge in Trumbull County. The project includes
more than 130-acres of restored wetlands on a site that was previously farmed to control woody invasive plants before the project
was initiated.
OHIO HISTORY
The hundredth anniversary of the birth of Ohio native John Glenn, the first American to orbit the Earth in space and one of the state's
U.S. senators for more than 20 years, was celebrated throughout the week in Cambridge and nearby New Concord. In addition, OSU's
Glenn College updated its displays reflecting Glenn's life, legacy and relationship to the college.
PENSIONS
The Ohio Public Employees Retirement System (OPERS) announced that while it still looks to institute a temporary freeze on cost-ofliving adjustments (COLAs) for retiree benefits, that can't happen next year as planned given that it would have required a statutory
change. Next year's increases will be 3 percent for those who retired before Jan. 7, 2013; those who retired since then will see COLAs
matched to the increase in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) but no higher than 3 percent. OPERS and other state pension funds use a
so-called simple COLA, meaning the adjustments do not compound and are always calculated based ona retiree's original benefit.
Past COLAs already built into retirees' benefit payments would not be affected by the freeze plan. The system wanted a two-year
freeze starting with the 2022 COLAs to help address unfunded liabilities and shore up the long-term financial outlook. Paired with that
was a plan to have new retirees' COLAs start two years into retirement instead of one. The system said the plan would have reduced
unfunded liabilities by about $3 billion or 15 percent.
An independent review of the State Teachers Retirement System (STRS) commissioned by the Ohio Retired Teachers Association
(ORTA) says the pension fund overpays financial firms to the detriment of beneficiaries, is secretive and lacks proper legislative
oversight. The system responded with a report saying its 10-year performance exceeds that of most peer funds and noted it provided
tens of thousands of pages' worth of material to ORTA's investigator, among other arguments. ORTA hired Edward Siedle of
Benchmark Financial Services Inc. to do an independent review of STRS. He later sued STRS, represented by former Attorney General
Marc Dann, to demand release of records for the investigation, alleging STRS and vendor CEM Benchmarking misused a trade secrets
exemption to withhold documents that should be made public.
PEOPLE
Former U.S. Rep. Dennis Kucinich, a current candidate for Cleveland mayor who was also the city's youngest mayor when he was
elected in 1977, released a book in June discussing the privatization of municipal utilities and his efforts to fight the privatization of
Cleveland's electric utility Muni Light. In The Division of Light and Power, Kucinich writes about how the city had been threatened by
one of America's largestbanks unless he agreed to sell Muni Light to the bank's business partner.
POLITICS
Members of the House Democratic Caucus will meet with Ohioans at town hall meetings across the state this summer, House Minority
Leader Emilia Sykes (D-Akron) has announced. The “Ohio Promise: Opportunity Agenda Tour” will feature discussions on issues like
jobs, economic development, the state budget, health care, voting rights and the 2021 redistricting process, according to House
Democrats.
PUBLIC SAFETY
Police veterans had one thing in common at the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services' (OCJS) Monday panel discussion on future
law enforcement recruitment. They were all women, and they all believed the male-dominated profession had much to gain as well as
much to offer from an increased focus on female peace officers. Housed within the Ohio Department of Public Safety (DPS), OCJS's
Office of Law Enforcement Recruitment (LER) led by Director Sarah Shendy hosted the forum, joined by Ohio State University (OSU)
Police Chief Kimberly Spears McNatt, Hocking College Police Chief Tiffany Tims, Kent State University police Ofc. Diane Dudziak and
former Cleveland police Sgt. Charmin Leon of the Center for Policing Equity (CPE) in Los Angeles.
The Ohio State Highway Patrol (OSHP) has begun an initiative with neighboring state law enforcement agencies to focus on enforcing
“move over” laws. The effort began at 12:01 a.m. Sunday and continues until 11:59 a.m. Saturday, July 24. Participants include the state
police in Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. From 2016 to 2020, the release said, OSHP cruisers were
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involved in 56 “'move over' related” crashes, and the patrol has recorded more than 25,000 citations for that offense.
The Ohio State Highway Patrol announced the promotion of two of its troopers on Tuesday. Chuck A. Jones has been promoted to
the rank of lieutenant colonel and is transferring from his current assignment as the commander of the patrol's Office of Training,
Recruitment and Diversity to serve in the Office of the Superintendent. Jones' current assignment will be filled by John C. Altman, who
was promoted to the rank of major. With the promotion, Altman has transferred from his current assignment as commander of the
Findlay District headquarters to serve as commander in the patrol's Office of Training, Recruitment and Diversity.
TAXATION
Tax Commissioner Jeff McClain has put himself in the unusual position of asking the Ohio Supreme Court to remand complaints filed
by an air delivery company for tax periods dating to 2007 that he had previously urged the state Board of Tax Appeals to dismiss. The
Court granted his request Thursday, finding “tolled” or extended filing deadlines in COVID-19 omnibus 133-HB197 (Powell-Merrin)
apply to administrative proceedings -- including tax appeals -- as well as civil and criminal and civil cases.
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE
During his prepared remarks at Concourse C, where passengers were awaiting a flight to New Orleans, Gov. Mike DeWine welcomed
Breeze Airways to Columbus, noting the company also recently started serving the Akron-Canton area. “Right before the pandemic
began, I talked with the leadership at JobsOhio and said that we really have to start emphasizing more flights out of Ohio, more
flights into Ohio and more direct flights when we can get those,” DeWine said. “Breeze coming into Ohio is the first really great
success, and we hope we see many, many more successes.”
The Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission received updates on its toll collection system and customer service center projects
during Monday's meeting. Executive Director Ferzan Ahmed reported that the customer service center implementation will be
completed in two phases. The first phase is to implement the new system to work with the existing toll collection system, while the
second phase will be to integrate the new customer service center with the new toll collection system.
Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Director Jack Marchbanks travelled to Zanesville Tuesday to kick off the $88 million
reconstruction of Interstate 70 through that city. The project includes the resurfacing of the freeway from U.S. Route 40 to State Route
93 and affects 16 bridges, including the bridges over the Licking and Muskingum rivers, ODOT said. It is one of a number of projects
the agency has been highlighting as part of the 2021 road construction season.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
Both jobs and the unemployment rate increased in June, according to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services. The
unemployment rate increased from 5 percent in May to 5.2 percent in June, while nonagricultural wage and salary employment
increased by 31,300, from 5,289,500 to 5,320,800. The number of workers unemployed in Ohio in June was 291,000, up from 278,000
in May. The number of unemployed has decreased by 297,000 in the past 12 months from 588,000. The June unemployment rate for
Ohio decreased from 10.3 percent in June 2020. The U.S. unemployment rate for June was 5.9 percent, up from 5.8 percent in May,
and down from 11.1 percent in June 2020.
Former Ohio Attorney General Marc Dann announced his firm and Andrew Engel of Advocate Attorneys had refiled a lawsuit to
rescind the state's terminated participation in the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA), Federal Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation (FPUC) and Pandemic Emergency Unemployment Compensation (PEUC) programs in Franklin County.
WORKERS' COMPENSATION
The Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) and its Ohio On-Site Consultation Program have joined forces with the
OhioAgribusiness Association and the four state area offices of the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) to
raise awareness and develop agribusiness industry-specific safety education and training, according to BWC.
The Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) announced recently that it had again extended a deadline for long-term care
facilities to seek reimbursement for investments in indoor air quality (IAQ) regarding COVID-19. Facilities now have until Friday, Dec.
31 to apply.The initial deadline had been Dec. 30, 2020, though that was previously extended to March 31, 2021 after federal
legislation passed. The BWC's COVID-19 IAQ Assistance Program provides health care related businesses with financial
reimbursement to help cover improvement costs due to the pandemic. Eligible entities include nursing homes, assisted living facilities,
hospices, senior centers and substance use disorder residential treatment providers.
The Bureau of Workers' Compensation (BWC) has begun accepting applications for its Workplace Wellness Grant Program (WWGP),
which assists employers in creating and implementing these programs.
BWC said they consist of a health-risk appraisal, a biometric assessment and programs that address those risk factors. Employers can
receive $300 per participating employee over a four-year period, up to a maximum amount of $15,000 per policy. The grants are open
to businesses that do not have an existing wellness plan and which meet other eligibility requirements.
WORKFORCE
Lt. Gov. Jon Husted announced Tuesday that the 10th application period for the state's TechCred program will open Sunday, Aug. 1 at
www.TechCred.Ohio.gov and close on Tuesday, Aug. 31. The first eight rounds have led to approval of 1,310 businesses and 23,723
credentials. The ninth round was held in June, and its results will be released in the coming weeks.

PRR22-03-08-297 000201

A new report from Policy Matters Ohio (PMO) and Essential Ohio found that while 30 percent of Ohioans work in jobs deemed
essential during the pandemic, their median pay is 12.9 percent less than workers holding non-essential positions. PMO also noted
essential workers face “far greater” risk of contracting COVID-19 and bringing it home to their families as a result of working these
jobs.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (Fifth Hearing)
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HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)

To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)
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To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
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SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)
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people died of a drug overdose in the U.S. last year, an over 29 percent increase from 2019.
AGRICULTURE
The Ohio Grape Industries Committee (OGIC) will soon unveil its new documentary highlighting the state's grape growing industry,
according to the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg). The short film shows how the Vineyard Expansion Assistance Program
(VEAP) is working to expand new and existing vineyards throughout the state, ODAg said in a news release. The goal is to create
conversation around Ohio wineries and vineyards, and to celebrate the long history of grape growing, which dates back to the 1850s.
The public is invited to attend screenings at the following locations on Saturday, July 17:
- Buccia Vineyard Winery and B&B, 518 Gore Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030 at 5 p.m.
- Folck Winery, 6843 N. Urbana-Lisbon Rd., Mechanicsburg, OH 43044 at 2 p.m.
- Gideon Owen Wine Company, 3845 E. Wine Cellar Rd., Port Clinton, OH 43452 at 1 p.m.
- Hanover Winery, 2165 Morman Rd., Hamilton, OH 45013 at 5 p.m.
- Vinoklet Winery, 11069 Colerain Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45252 at 9 p.m.
The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) is planning to use $120 million over the next two years to help farmers reduce the
agricultural pollution that leads to harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie. The biennial budget, HB110 (Oelslager), is sending $49.3 million
per fiscal year to fund ODAg's H2Ohio initiatives. "The department ... is investing an additional $20 million from their General Revenue
Fund into the H2Ohio program," ODAg spokesperson Shelby Croft told Hannah News.
Individuals in Toledo, Cleveland and Columbus will soon see billboards urging Ohio to "ban factory farms," environmental
organization Lake Erie Advocates (LEA) announced Wednesday. The rotating ads feature a hand holding a glass of green water and
messages such as, "Lake Erie is not a toilet" and "Toledo's green water starts here." The ads will appear more than 100,000 times on
electronic billboards and social media platforms through early October, according to a news release from LEA.
ARTS, SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Arts nonprofit Ohio Humanities is currently accepting grant applications from nonprofits with a public humanities mission that have
been affected by the pandemic. It will award a total of $1.3 million through the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, under the
National Endowment for the Humanities' (NEH) Sustaining the Humanities through ARP (SHARP) program.
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost says 2022's law enforcement training pilot program could be a $15 million harbinger of permanent
annual support for peace officers' continuing education if the General Assembly and the study commission established by budget bill
HB110 (Oelslager) follow through with a solution to what has become a recurrent and increasingly contentious funding problem.
Introduced by the House, next year's pilot will comprise all of Ohio's broad-based support for police, sheriff and state trooper
preparation and reimburse up to 50 percent of law enforcement salaries for officers receiving training. The attorney general's office
will keep only $25,000 of the $15 million to administer the pilot program.
Attorney General Dave Yost is encouraging the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) not to reinstate California's waiver
under the Clean Air Act to enforce its own greenhouse gas emissions standards. Yost and the attorneys general from 15 other states
recently sent a letter to USEPA Administrator Michael Regan, urging the agency to continue the policy under the Safer Affordable
Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule. The letter argues that the Constitution recognizes the states as equals, and does not give California
"special rights" denied to every other state. The Trump administration created national standards for vehicle carbon emissions for
model years 2021 through 2026, and applied them to all states without exception.
BALLOT ISSUES
The "Nursing Facility Patients' Bill of Rights" was certified as a single issue by a unanimous Ohio Ballot Board vote on Monday,
meaning supporters can begin collecting signatures to place the measure on the ballot. Advocates will have to collect 442,958 valid
signatures to put the constitutional amendment before voters.
BUSINESS/CORPORATE
Following a letter from U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) on his concerns about the company's ability to follow through on its
promises, Lordstown Motors Corp. (LMC) Executive Chairwoman Angela Strand said LMC remains committed to lowering high
unemployment in the Mahoning Valley by transforming it into an "electric vehicle epicenter," according to a Youngstown Business
Journal report.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
With distribution of expanded Child Tax Credit (CTC) payments beginning Thursday, U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown and other Democratic
members of Congress held a virtual press conference Wednesday to raise awareness and push for them to be made permanent.
CORONAVIRUS
Ohio will soon have a new statewide vaccine incentive program, Gov. Mike DeWine told press Tuesday, with more information coming
in "a week or so." The comment came during a gaggle after the opening of the I-70 Fulton Street ramp in response to a question on
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Columbus Public Health's (CPH) offering $100 gift cards to those who are receiving a first dose.
Public schools, colleges and universities will not be allowed to require students to get the COVID-19 vaccine, at least for now, under
legislation signed Wednesday by Gov. Mike DeWine. Under HB244 (Lampton-White), originally written to address education for
children from military families, public schools and higher education institutions cannot require students to get vaccines that lack full
approval from the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA), a category that covers COVID-19 vaccinations now being
administered under emergency use authorization from the FDA. Asked why he chose to sign HB244 given how much time and effort
he's spent promoting vaccination uptake in recent months, DeWine's office said the focus of the prohibition on vaccines without full
approval should make the effect short-lived. Spokesman Dan Tierney also said the governor supports the original core of the bill.
A combination of unvaccinated people attending July 4 weekend events and the rise of the highly contagious Delta variant has likely
led to the recent spike in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations across the state, Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Chief Medical
Officer Bruce Vanderhoff said Wednesday.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Columbus Partnership will see a leadership transition at the end of 2021, with President and CEO Alex Fischer stepping down into
an advisor role. He will be replaced effective Jan. 1, 2022 by Kenny McDonald, current president and CEO of One Columbus.
Ohio was ranked 10th in a CNBC "Top States for Business in 2021" report released Tuesday, retaining its position from 2019. The news
site did not rank states in 2020 due to the effects of the pandemic.
EDUCATION
The State Board of Education (SBOE) reviewed recently enacted school funding and policy changes in the biennial budget and other
legislation Monday. The biennial budget, HB110 (Oelslager), included the Fair School Funding Plan developed by a workgroup of
superintendents and treasurers convened by House Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima) and former Rep. John Patterson. Lawmakers also
reached a compromise on report card reforms proposed in HB200 (Jones-Robinson) and SB145 (Brenner) via an amendment to HB82
(Jones-Cross), a testing bill. Ohio Department of Education (ODE) legislative director Marjorie Yano and budget chief Aaron Rausch
walked the board through a high-level overview of the new school funding formula, other education policy provisions in the budget
and the report card reforms in HB82; Shelby Robertson, a department accountability official, joined in the report card presentation.
The U.S. Department of Education recently released its list of high school seniors included in the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program,
which included three Ohio students. Ohio's scholars were Maple Buescher of Cleveland Heights High School, Aidan Finn of Saint
Xavier High School, and Kasey Shao of Walnut Hills High School, with Shao receiving an award for achievement in the arts.
The State Board of Education asked Attorney General Dave Yost Tuesday to review the legality of its July 2020 resolution on racism
and equity. The board also voted to name John Richard, deputy superintendent of the Ohio Department of Education (ODE), as
interim superintendent of public instruction, effective Saturday, Sept. 25. Superintendent Paolo DeMaria will retire Sept. 24.
A recent report authored by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) and sponsored and
commissioned by the Carnegie Corporation, has called for states and localities to develop "STEM opportunity maps" to determine
which areas don't have enough science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education programs to meet the demand.
In the report released Tuesday, "Call to Action for Science Education," the authoring committee additionally recommends that the
states implement accountability measures based not on a single end-of-year test focusing on rote memorization, but instead
"multiple and varied assessments designed to check for conceptual understanding and proficiency with science practices."
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) said Thursday it is approving Ohio's plan to use billions of dollars in COVID-19 relief
funding for schools and releasing the remaining installment of $1.4 billion. The plan addresses state efforts to help schools safely
resume in-person instruction in the fall, among other topics. Ohio is getting more than $4.4 billion in Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding via the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act.
ELECTIONS
Emphasizing that voter fraud is "exceedingly rare," Secretary of State Frank LaRose announced Monday that 13 non-citizens who cast
a ballot in the 2020 election have been referred to Attorney General Dave Yost for investigation and potential prosecution. Another
104 non-citizens who illegally registered to vote were also referred to Yost's office, LaRose said during a press conference at the
Statehouse.
Brandy Duncan is the new campaign finance director for Ohio Senate Democrats. "Originally from Alabama, I began my career as
deputy finance director of the Doug Jones for Senate race in 2017.I have spent years working on local, statewide and federal races in
Alabama, North Carolina and Florida," Duncan said in an email introducing herself.
ELECTIONS 2021
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The congressional campaign of Ron Hood has announced the endorsement of U.S. Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY).
- The congressional campaign of Mike Carey has announced the endorsements of Ohio Veterans United and SEAL PAC.
- The congressional campaign of Allison Russo has announced the endorsements of U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and Athens
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Mayor Steve Patterson.
ELECTIONS 2022
Sen. Matt Dolan (R-Chagrin Falls) on Monday launched a statewide listening tour as he considers joining the field of candidates
seeking to replace U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH).
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The U.S. Senate campaign of Josh Mandel has announced the endorsement of conservative talk show host Mark Levin.
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
Unemployment claimants with non-fraud overpayments that they received through no fault of their own can now request waivers
that, if approved, would absolve the claimant from repaying those funds to the state. Money will be returned to claimants who qualify
for a waiver but who previously repaid the overpayment. "Federal changes in unemployment rules, criteria and claims volume resulted
in widespread overpayments of benefits across the nation," Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Director Matt
Damschroder said. "We know that created a tremendous amount of stress for those already struggling, and these waivers will offer
relief to individuals with valid unemployment claims whose overpayments were not their fault."
For the week ending July 10, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 9,953 initial unemployment claims to
the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is lower than last week when the department reported 10,900 jobless claims.
ENERGY/UTILITIES
Gov. Mike DeWine signed Monday an overhaul of power siting decisions for renewable energy projects that gives local officials more
say in whether projects go forward. Lawmakers finalized the legislation, SB52 (Reineke-McColley), in the waning days of session
before summer break. Among other provisions, the bill allows county commissioners to designate areas in which construction of
utility facilities for wind and solar energy would be prohibited.
The solar energy forum scheduled for the state capital Wednesday gave way to an "all-of-the-above" discussion on electric
generation and the merits of photovoltaic technology versus wind turbines, gas and even coal. Sen. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon)
championed SB52 (Reineke-McColley) limits on renewable projects, while Executive Director Jason Rafeld of the Utility Scale Solar
Energy Coalition (USSEC) -- "neutral" on SB52's final language -- advocated for large solar arrays in Ohio's heartland. The Columbus
Metropolitan Club hosted the "Sun Is Shining on Ohio Solar" panel presentation, also featuring a third speaker, Madison County
Administrator Rob Slane. Executive Director Kate Bartter of Ohio State University's Sustainability Institute moderated.
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) Wednesday rejected all of the Ohio Manufacturers' Association (OMA) objections to a
staff negotiation that fixes 133-HB6's (Callender-Wilkin) monthly solar subsidy at $1 per kilowatt hour (kWh) for all commercial and
industrial users and 10 cents per residential customer. Commissioners set the annual billing rider for the entire $20 million allowed by
HB6 and repeal legislation.
FEDERAL
President Joe Biden Thursday named Gov. Mike DeWine as a co-chair of the president's Council of Governors, one of nine governors
appointed to the council for two-year terms. According to the White House, the bipartisan Council of Governors serves as "the lead
forum to strengthen partnerships between the federal government and state governments to better protect our nation from threats
to our homeland security and all types of hazards. The council focuses on matters of homeland security; homeland defense; civil
support; synchronization and integration of state and federal military activities in the United States; and other matters of mutual
interest, including those involving the National Guard. Federal-state cooperation is critical to protecting communities given the
evolving challenges and threats facing our country, which range from extreme weather to domestic and international terrorism to a
global pandemic. The Council of Governors will closely coordinate with the Biden-Harris administration to bolster preparedness,
resilience and response on behalf of all Americans in times of need."
During her first event as president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) on Tuesday, Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley announced that
her organization supports the bipartisan infrastructure framework recently proposed by President Joe Biden and a group of U.S.
Senate Republicans and Democrats. Whaley -- who is scheduled to meet with Biden to discuss the infrastructure package and other
priorities on Wednesday, July 14 -- said 369 mayors from all 50 states have sent a letter to congressional leaders urging them to pass
an infrastructure bill as soon as possible.
President Joe Biden is scheduled to participate in a CNN town hall in Cincinnati next week, according to media reports. CNN anchor
Don Lemon will moderate the live event at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, July 21. Biden is expected to discuss a wide range of issues,
including COVID-19 and the economy.
GOVERNOR
Calling it a "dramatic change in Ohio law," Gov. Mike DeWine on Friday, July 9 vetoed SB113 (Rulli-Johnson), which would have made
changes to Ohio's fireworks laws, making it legal to discharge fireworks on certain days of the year. He also signed HB191, which
names a bridge on Rt. 164 in honor of the late Rep. Don Manning.
Appointments made during the week include the following:
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- Tyler Wilcox of Marietta (Washington County) to the Washington State Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending Feb. 16, 2027.
- Robert M. Connelly of Dayton (Montgomery County) appointed to the Sinclair Community College Board of Trustees for a term
beginning July 8, 2021 and ending Oct. 12, 2022.
- Tanner Hunt of Columbus (Franklin County) to serve as a student member on the Ohio State University Board of Trustees for a term
beginning July 6, 2021 and ending May 13, 2023.
- Teresa J. Tanner of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) to the Unemployment Compensation Modernization and Improvement Council for
a term beginning July 8, 2021 and ending July 7, 2023.
- Kenneth James of Chagrin Falls (Geauga County) to the East Cleveland Financial Planning and Supervision Commission for a term
beginning July 8, 2021 and continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Guy T. Wesselkamper of Montgomery (Hamilton County) reappointed to the Real Estate Appraiser Board for a term beginning July 8,
2021 and ending June 30, 2024.
- Donna L. Hanly of Galena (Delaware County) to the Board of Nursing for a term beginning July 8, 2021 and ending Dec. 31, 2024.
- Bryan D. Royer of Toledo (Lucas County) to the Chiropractic Loan Repayment Advisory Board for a term beginning July 8, 2021 and
ending Feb. 20, 2023.
- Etta Marie Reed of Hamilton (Butler County) reappointed to the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending June 30, 2025.
- Senena Joy Esty of Utica (Licking County) reappointed to the Ohio Standardbred Development Commission for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending June 30, 2025.
- Bill W. Dingus of South Point (Lawrence County) reappointed to the Transportation Review Advisory Council for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending June 29, 2026.
GUNS
The bicameral Gun Violence Prevention Caucus, co-chaired by Rep. Jessica Miranda (D-Cincinnati) and Sen. Cecil Thomas
(D-Cincinnati), held its second meeting virtually Monday, hearing from Hamilton County Sheriff Charmaine McGuffey regarding her
views on what is needed to reduce gun violence in the state.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Ohio is getting a new, state-of-the art psychiatric hospital despite COVID-19's challenge to skilled labor. Workers joined the DeWine
administration Tuesday for a "topping off" ceremony at Twin Valley Behavioral Healthcare's (TVBH) existing site in the state capital,
where participants signed an I-beam and watched a mammoth construction crane drop the two-ton structure into place.
HIGHER EDUCATION
Xavier University (XU) has a completed a four-year capital campaign that brought in $257 million, surpassing the initial $250 million
goal.
Ohio State University (OSU) announced Monday it is working with community partners to bring on a full-time social worker dedicated
to helping housing-vulnerable people in the off-campus area. The hiring is one of several university initiatives meant to support the
neighborhoods and residents surrounding Ohio State's campus. Beginning this summer, a social worker from Southeast Healthcare
will work in the off-campus area, with a special emphasis on North High Street, to provide outreach and offer resources and support
to people who are homeless, housing insecure or in need of other assistance.
New research from Bowling Green State University (BGSU) shows the effect, at least among college students, of insufficient or
poor-quality sleep on a person's stress level and diet. Mary-Jon Ludy, as well as her collaborators Wan Shen and HeeSoon Lee, all
professors in the College of Health and Human Services, were part of a worldwide team examining how the three factors are
connected. BGSU said the project had been in the works for a while, but researchers needed to pivot and factor in the effect of
COVID-19, both on the research methodology and on how students fared during the pandemic.
Starting fall 2021, most West Virginia residents will qualify for in-state tuition for courses taken on Ohio University (OU) campuses, the
school announced Wednesday. "This state reciprocity agreement is wonderful news for Ohio University and prospective students in
our region," OU President Hugh Sherman said. "While this partnership will certainly help expand enrollment at OU, more importantly
it will help meet the region's workforce needs and bring additional financial resources to the state of Ohio."
Ohio University (OU) announced this week it has suspended the Beta Chapter of the Delta Tau Delta fraternity for four years, citing
multiple student code of conduct violations. Through OU's internal investigation process, the group was found responsible for nine
violations, including a hazing violation of coerced consumption. Additionally, the fraternity was found to have provided false
information to university officials; sold, distributed or furnished alcohol; furnished alcohol to intoxicated persons; and engaged in
disruptive conduct, among other violations.
JUDICIAL
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The Ohio Supreme Court is accepting public comment until Thursday, Aug. 26 on amendments that would add "Child Welfare Law" to
the fields of law subject to specialization designation in Ohio. The amendments, which can be found online at https://tinyurl.com
/6u546tcy, would define "Child Welfare Law" as the practice of law representing children, parents or the government in all child
protection proceedings.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
The Ohio Board of Pharmacy has awarded a medical marijuana dispensary certificate of operation to Strawberry Fields, located at
2950 E. Main St. in Columbus. There are now 54 dispensaries operating under the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program.
Legislation completely legalizing the cultivation, distribution, sale and use of marijuana for adults age 21 and older will be introduced
in the coming days, Rep. Casey Weinstein (D-Hudson) told Hannah News on Thursday. The primary cosponsors of the bill are
Weinstein and Rep. Terrence Upchurch (D-Cleveland). "This is full-on legalization. ... It's comprehensive," Weinstein said. "The reason
I'm doing it is because we are at an inflection point."
MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM
Paramount Advantage, the Toledo-based Medicaid managed care organization that lost out on a new state contract in the latest
round of bidding, sued Tuesday in Franklin County Common Pleas Court to overturn the Ohio Department of Medicaid's (ODM)
decision. Paramount was one of two incumbent plans left out of the latest awards. Buckeye Community Health Plan's bid for a new
contract was left in limbo, as ODM deferred a decision based on state litigation against parent company Centene, though that was
recently settled. ODM said Tuesday nothing has changed about the status of Buckeye's case.
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Major General and former U.S. congressman Steve Stivers joined Lt. Gov. Jon Husted and Ohio Department of Veterans Services
(ODVS) Director Deborah Ashenhurst Friday to call on employers to adopt and maintain workplace policies supporting members of
the military reserve and Ohio National Guard. Stivers, Maj. Gen. Ashenhurst and Husted, who serves as deputy commander-in-chief of
state forces under the Ohio Constitution, gathered with members of Ohio ESGR (Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve) in the
state capital to promote employment practices that accommodate and honor Ohioans' commitment to their state and country.
NATURAL RESOURCES
With an unidentified ailment causing songbirds to suffer and die across the state, officials with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) and Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) are urging Ohioans to take steps to protect wild birds and poultry.
Blue jays, common grackles, American robins, European starlings and house sparrows are the most common species being reported
with the illness, ODNR communications specialist Jamey Emmert told Hannah News in an interview.
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) is giving organizations more time to apply for $50,000 in Recreational Trails
Program grants to build new Storybook Trails throughout Ohio. The new deadline to apply for the funding is Friday, Aug. 13,
according to a news release from ODNR.
Gov. Mike DeWine and Lt. Gov. Jon Husted highlighted the importance of protecting Lake Erie and its fishery during the 41st
Governor's Fish Ohio Day. DeWine and Husted were joined by Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Director Mary Mertz
and other leaders from the conservation community to commemorate the annual event, according to a news release from the
governor's office.
Lake Erie advocate Dave Spangler has been posthumously inducted into the Ohio Natural Resources Hall of Fame by Gov. Mike
DeWine and Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Director Mary Mertz. The presentation of the state's highest conservation
honor was made during the Governor's Fish Ohio Day celebration at the Lake Erie Shores & Islands Welcome Center in Port Clinton,
according to a news release from ODNR.
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources' (ODNR) efforts to improve the visitor experience at state parks has earned national
recognition. The Ohio State Parks system was named a 2021 National Gold Medal Award finalist by the American Academy for Park
and Recreation Administration (AAPRA) and the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), according to a news release from
ODNR. The award honors park systems across the country that demonstrate excellence, innovation and a strong sense of community.
The Seventh Annual Ohio Women's Outdoor Adventures (OWOA) weekend will kick off on Friday, Sept. 17 and run through Sunday,
Sept. 19 at Salt Fork State Park, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR). The event combines boating, fishing
and outdoor skills with other activities focused on nature and conservation activities, ODNR said in a news release.
The DeWine administration has announced the state's intent to designate portions of Paint Creek and its tributaries as Ohio's 16th
state scenic river. "We are proud that Ohio has the first and oldest scenic rivers program in the nation, and the addition of the Paint
Creek and some of its tributaries as the state's 16th scenic river system only strengthens our commitment to that program," Gov. Mike
DeWine said in a news release. "The Paint Creek system will provide excellent opportunities for people of all ages to enjoy one of
Ohio's most natural river corridors."
PEOPLE
The former executive director of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association (OPAA), John Murphy, died Thursday, July 8. He was 80.
Murphy, a graduate of the Capital University Law School in 1972, began his legal career in the Franklin County Prosecuting Attorney's
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Office. He then spent 37 years with OPAA, retiring in 2017.
Leo Almeida has joined the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) as the Ohio government relations director,
the organization announced Tuesday.
PUBLIC SAFETY
The Ohio State Highway Patrol announced Rev. Philip A. Hurlbert has been appointed as state chaplain by Patrol Superintendent Col.
Richard S. Fambro. In his role, Hurlbert will oversee the chaplaincy program.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
The Equal Districts Coalition, a group of more than 20 Ohio advocacy organizations engaged in the 2021 redistricting process, has
launched a new video series to document the effects of gerrymandering in Ohio. The first video in the series of "Real Gerrymandering
Stories" features Cincinnati resident Mindy Nagel, whose house is split in half by two different congressional districts, according to a
news release from the coalition. The east side of Nagel's property is in the 1st Congressional District, while the west side is in the 2nd
Congressional District.
A legal dispute over redistricting records is heading to mediation, according to the Ohio Supreme Court. American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) of Ohio policy strategist Collin Marozzi recently sued the Ohio House, alleging lawmakers failed to timely fulfill his
public records requests relating to the Ohio Redistricting Commission.
STATE GOVERNMENT
Sixteen items were deferred in Monday's Controlling Board hearing, while the remaining 119 were approved. Those included one
request by the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) that was approved after a hold by Rep. Scott Oelslager (R-North Canton). ODE
had requested approval to waive competitive selection in an amount up to $850,000 in both FY22 and FY23, as part of renewing a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) regarding the English Language
Proficiency Assessment for the 21st Century.
TAXATION
Lower income Black majority neighborhoods are regularly overvalued for property tax assessments while higher income White
majority neighborhoods are regularly undervalued, according to a recently released report commissioned by Franklin County Auditor
and former state Rep. Michael Stinziano. In spring of last year, Stinziano reached out to the Kirwin Institute for the Study of Race and
Ethnicity at Ohio State University (OSU) to review the county's appraisal system and to make recommendations to address the
county's appraisal system and to make recommendations to address the negative effects of historical policies, such as redlining, and
any current policies that marginalize communities of color.
TECHNOLOGY/AEROSPACE
The "Ohio Personal Privacy Act" (OPPA) would give Ohioans a new set of rights in regard to information collected by certain
businesses, sponsoring Reps. Rick Carfagna (R-Westerville) and Thomas Hall (R-Middletown) said during a Tuesday press conference.
The bill was introduced Monday as HB376. The legislators were joined at the announcement by Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, InnovateOhio
Deputy Director Carrie Kuruc and CyberOhio Advisory Board Chair Kirk Herath. It follows around a year of work, including six months
of interested party meetings, and has eight co-sponsors so far. Hall said he thought there could be widespread and bipartisan
consensus on the bill during the legislative process as well.
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE
Gov. Mike DeWine, Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther and Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Director Jack Marchbanks
announced the forthcoming opening of a new Fulton Street ramp to I-70 East in downtown Columbus Tuesday. The development was
recognized for improving traffic, better connecting the Southern part of the city to downtown and increasing access to Nationwide
Children's Hospital (NCH).
WORKFORCE
Businesses can now provide feedback on the state's In-Demand Jobs List, as the Governor's Office of Workforce Transformation
(OWT), InnovateOhio and Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) collaborated on a survey that is live at
topjobs.ohio.gov/survey. The survey offers a "simple user experience," according to a release, so businesses of all sizes can offer input
on the current and future in-demand jobs in a matter of minutes.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (Fifth Hearing)
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HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)

To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Second Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)
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To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
2/17/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Second Hearing)
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SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
6/9/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Second Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)
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people died of a drug overdose in the U.S. last year, an over 29 percent increase from 2019.
AGRICULTURE
The Ohio Grape Industries Committee (OGIC) will soon unveil its new documentary highlighting the state's grape growing industry,
according to the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg). The short film shows how the Vineyard Expansion Assistance Program
(VEAP) is working to expand new and existing vineyards throughout the state, ODAg said in a news release. The goal is to create
conversation around Ohio wineries and vineyards, and to celebrate the long history of grape growing, which dates back to the 1850s.
The public is invited to attend screenings at the following locations on Saturday, July 17:
- Buccia Vineyard Winery and B&B, 518 Gore Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030 at 5 p.m.
- Folck Winery, 6843 N. Urbana-Lisbon Rd., Mechanicsburg, OH 43044 at 2 p.m.
- Gideon Owen Wine Company, 3845 E. Wine Cellar Rd., Port Clinton, OH 43452 at 1 p.m.
- Hanover Winery, 2165 Morman Rd., Hamilton, OH 45013 at 5 p.m.
- Vinoklet Winery, 11069 Colerain Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45252 at 9 p.m.
The Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) is planning to use $120 million over the next two years to help farmers reduce the
agricultural pollution that leads to harmful algal blooms in Lake Erie. The biennial budget, HB110 (Oelslager), is sending $49.3 million
per fiscal year to fund ODAg's H2Ohio initiatives. "The department ... is investing an additional $20 million from their General Revenue
Fund into the H2Ohio program," ODAg spokesperson Shelby Croft told Hannah News.
Individuals in Toledo, Cleveland and Columbus will soon see billboards urging Ohio to "ban factory farms," environmental
organization Lake Erie Advocates (LEA) announced Wednesday. The rotating ads feature a hand holding a glass of green water and
messages such as, "Lake Erie is not a toilet" and "Toledo's green water starts here." The ads will appear more than 100,000 times on
electronic billboards and social media platforms through early October, according to a news release from LEA.
ARTS, SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT
Arts nonprofit Ohio Humanities is currently accepting grant applications from nonprofits with a public humanities mission that have
been affected by the pandemic. It will award a total of $1.3 million through the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, under the
National Endowment for the Humanities' (NEH) Sustaining the Humanities through ARP (SHARP) program.
ATTORNEY GENERAL
Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost says 2022's law enforcement training pilot program could be a $15 million harbinger of permanent
annual support for peace officers' continuing education if the General Assembly and the study commission established by budget bill
HB110 (Oelslager) follow through with a solution to what has become a recurrent and increasingly contentious funding problem.
Introduced by the House, next year's pilot will comprise all of Ohio's broad-based support for police, sheriff and state trooper
preparation and reimburse up to 50 percent of law enforcement salaries for officers receiving training. The attorney general's office
will keep only $25,000 of the $15 million to administer the pilot program.
Attorney General Dave Yost is encouraging the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) not to reinstate California's waiver
under the Clean Air Act to enforce its own greenhouse gas emissions standards. Yost and the attorneys general from 15 other states
recently sent a letter to USEPA Administrator Michael Regan, urging the agency to continue the policy under the Safer Affordable
Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule. The letter argues that the Constitution recognizes the states as equals, and does not give California
"special rights" denied to every other state. The Trump administration created national standards for vehicle carbon emissions for
model years 2021 through 2026, and applied them to all states without exception.
BALLOT ISSUES
The "Nursing Facility Patients' Bill of Rights" was certified as a single issue by a unanimous Ohio Ballot Board vote on Monday,
meaning supporters can begin collecting signatures to place the measure on the ballot. Advocates will have to collect 442,958 valid
signatures to put the constitutional amendment before voters.
BUSINESS/CORPORATE
Following a letter from U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) on his concerns about the company's ability to follow through on its
promises, Lordstown Motors Corp. (LMC) Executive Chairwoman Angela Strand said LMC remains committed to lowering high
unemployment in the Mahoning Valley by transforming it into an "electric vehicle epicenter," according to a Youngstown Business
Journal report.
CHILDREN/FAMILIES
With distribution of expanded Child Tax Credit (CTC) payments beginning Thursday, U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown and other Democratic
members of Congress held a virtual press conference Wednesday to raise awareness and push for them to be made permanent.
CORONAVIRUS
Ohio will soon have a new statewide vaccine incentive program, Gov. Mike DeWine told press Tuesday, with more information coming
in "a week or so." The comment came during a gaggle after the opening of the I-70 Fulton Street ramp in response to a question on
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Columbus Public Health's (CPH) offering $100 gift cards to those who are receiving a first dose.
Public schools, colleges and universities will not be allowed to require students to get the COVID-19 vaccine, at least for now, under
legislation signed Wednesday by Gov. Mike DeWine. Under HB244 (Lampton-White), originally written to address education for
children from military families, public schools and higher education institutions cannot require students to get vaccines that lack full
approval from the federal Food and Drug Administration (FDA), a category that covers COVID-19 vaccinations now being
administered under emergency use authorization from the FDA. Asked why he chose to sign HB244 given how much time and effort
he's spent promoting vaccination uptake in recent months, DeWine's office said the focus of the prohibition on vaccines without full
approval should make the effect short-lived. Spokesman Dan Tierney also said the governor supports the original core of the bill.
A combination of unvaccinated people attending July 4 weekend events and the rise of the highly contagious Delta variant has likely
led to the recent spike in COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations across the state, Ohio Department of Health (ODH) Chief Medical
Officer Bruce Vanderhoff said Wednesday.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Columbus Partnership will see a leadership transition at the end of 2021, with President and CEO Alex Fischer stepping down into
an advisor role. He will be replaced effective Jan. 1, 2022 by Kenny McDonald, current president and CEO of One Columbus.
Ohio was ranked 10th in a CNBC "Top States for Business in 2021" report released Tuesday, retaining its position from 2019. The news
site did not rank states in 2020 due to the effects of the pandemic.
EDUCATION
The State Board of Education (SBOE) reviewed recently enacted school funding and policy changes in the biennial budget and other
legislation Monday. The biennial budget, HB110 (Oelslager), included the Fair School Funding Plan developed by a workgroup of
superintendents and treasurers convened by House Speaker Bob Cupp (R-Lima) and former Rep. John Patterson. Lawmakers also
reached a compromise on report card reforms proposed in HB200 (Jones-Robinson) and SB145 (Brenner) via an amendment to HB82
(Jones-Cross), a testing bill. Ohio Department of Education (ODE) legislative director Marjorie Yano and budget chief Aaron Rausch
walked the board through a high-level overview of the new school funding formula, other education policy provisions in the budget
and the report card reforms in HB82; Shelby Robertson, a department accountability official, joined in the report card presentation.
The U.S. Department of Education recently released its list of high school seniors included in the U.S. Presidential Scholars Program,
which included three Ohio students. Ohio's scholars were Maple Buescher of Cleveland Heights High School, Aidan Finn of Saint
Xavier High School, and Kasey Shao of Walnut Hills High School, with Shao receiving an award for achievement in the arts.
The State Board of Education asked Attorney General Dave Yost Tuesday to review the legality of its July 2020 resolution on racism
and equity. The board also voted to name John Richard, deputy superintendent of the Ohio Department of Education (ODE), as
interim superintendent of public instruction, effective Saturday, Sept. 25. Superintendent Paolo DeMaria will retire Sept. 24.
A recent report authored by the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) and sponsored and
commissioned by the Carnegie Corporation, has called for states and localities to develop "STEM opportunity maps" to determine
which areas don't have enough science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education programs to meet the demand.
In the report released Tuesday, "Call to Action for Science Education," the authoring committee additionally recommends that the
states implement accountability measures based not on a single end-of-year test focusing on rote memorization, but instead
"multiple and varied assessments designed to check for conceptual understanding and proficiency with science practices."
The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) said Thursday it is approving Ohio's plan to use billions of dollars in COVID-19 relief
funding for schools and releasing the remaining installment of $1.4 billion. The plan addresses state efforts to help schools safely
resume in-person instruction in the fall, among other topics. Ohio is getting more than $4.4 billion in Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief (ESSER) funding via the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act.
ELECTIONS
Emphasizing that voter fraud is "exceedingly rare," Secretary of State Frank LaRose announced Monday that 13 non-citizens who cast
a ballot in the 2020 election have been referred to Attorney General Dave Yost for investigation and potential prosecution. Another
104 non-citizens who illegally registered to vote were also referred to Yost's office, LaRose said during a press conference at the
Statehouse.
Brandy Duncan is the new campaign finance director for Ohio Senate Democrats. "Originally from Alabama, I began my career as
deputy finance director of the Doug Jones for Senate race in 2017.I have spent years working on local, statewide and federal races in
Alabama, North Carolina and Florida," Duncan said in an email introducing herself.
ELECTIONS 2021
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The congressional campaign of Ron Hood has announced the endorsement of U.S. Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY).
- The congressional campaign of Mike Carey has announced the endorsements of Ohio Veterans United and SEAL PAC.
- The congressional campaign of Allison Russo has announced the endorsements of U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) and Athens
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Mayor Steve Patterson.
ELECTIONS 2022
Sen. Matt Dolan (R-Chagrin Falls) on Monday launched a statewide listening tour as he considers joining the field of candidates
seeking to replace U.S. Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH).
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The U.S. Senate campaign of Josh Mandel has announced the endorsement of conservative talk show host Mark Levin.
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
Unemployment claimants with non-fraud overpayments that they received through no fault of their own can now request waivers
that, if approved, would absolve the claimant from repaying those funds to the state. Money will be returned to claimants who qualify
for a waiver but who previously repaid the overpayment. "Federal changes in unemployment rules, criteria and claims volume resulted
in widespread overpayments of benefits across the nation," Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Director Matt
Damschroder said. "We know that created a tremendous amount of stress for those already struggling, and these waivers will offer
relief to individuals with valid unemployment claims whose overpayments were not their fault."
For the week ending July 10, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 9,953 initial unemployment claims to
the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is lower than last week when the department reported 10,900 jobless claims.
ENERGY/UTILITIES
Gov. Mike DeWine signed Monday an overhaul of power siting decisions for renewable energy projects that gives local officials more
say in whether projects go forward. Lawmakers finalized the legislation, SB52 (Reineke-McColley), in the waning days of session
before summer break. Among other provisions, the bill allows county commissioners to designate areas in which construction of
utility facilities for wind and solar energy would be prohibited.
The solar energy forum scheduled for the state capital Wednesday gave way to an "all-of-the-above" discussion on electric
generation and the merits of photovoltaic technology versus wind turbines, gas and even coal. Sen. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon)
championed SB52 (Reineke-McColley) limits on renewable projects, while Executive Director Jason Rafeld of the Utility Scale Solar
Energy Coalition (USSEC) -- "neutral" on SB52's final language -- advocated for large solar arrays in Ohio's heartland. The Columbus
Metropolitan Club hosted the "Sun Is Shining on Ohio Solar" panel presentation, also featuring a third speaker, Madison County
Administrator Rob Slane. Executive Director Kate Bartter of Ohio State University's Sustainability Institute moderated.
The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) Wednesday rejected all of the Ohio Manufacturers' Association (OMA) objections to a
staff negotiation that fixes 133-HB6's (Callender-Wilkin) monthly solar subsidy at $1 per kilowatt hour (kWh) for all commercial and
industrial users and 10 cents per residential customer. Commissioners set the annual billing rider for the entire $20 million allowed by
HB6 and repeal legislation.
FEDERAL
President Joe Biden Thursday named Gov. Mike DeWine as a co-chair of the president's Council of Governors, one of nine governors
appointed to the council for two-year terms. According to the White House, the bipartisan Council of Governors serves as "the lead
forum to strengthen partnerships between the federal government and state governments to better protect our nation from threats
to our homeland security and all types of hazards. The council focuses on matters of homeland security; homeland defense; civil
support; synchronization and integration of state and federal military activities in the United States; and other matters of mutual
interest, including those involving the National Guard. Federal-state cooperation is critical to protecting communities given the
evolving challenges and threats facing our country, which range from extreme weather to domestic and international terrorism to a
global pandemic. The Council of Governors will closely coordinate with the Biden-Harris administration to bolster preparedness,
resilience and response on behalf of all Americans in times of need."
During her first event as president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM) on Tuesday, Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley announced that
her organization supports the bipartisan infrastructure framework recently proposed by President Joe Biden and a group of U.S.
Senate Republicans and Democrats. Whaley -- who is scheduled to meet with Biden to discuss the infrastructure package and other
priorities on Wednesday, July 14 -- said 369 mayors from all 50 states have sent a letter to congressional leaders urging them to pass
an infrastructure bill as soon as possible.
President Joe Biden is scheduled to participate in a CNN town hall in Cincinnati next week, according to media reports. CNN anchor
Don Lemon will moderate the live event at 8 p.m. on Wednesday, July 21. Biden is expected to discuss a wide range of issues,
including COVID-19 and the economy.
GOVERNOR
Calling it a "dramatic change in Ohio law," Gov. Mike DeWine on Friday, July 9 vetoed SB113 (Rulli-Johnson), which would have made
changes to Ohio's fireworks laws, making it legal to discharge fireworks on certain days of the year. He also signed HB191, which
names a bridge on Rt. 164 in honor of the late Rep. Don Manning.
Appointments made during the week include the following:
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- Tyler Wilcox of Marietta (Washington County) to the Washington State Community College Board of Trustees for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending Feb. 16, 2027.
- Robert M. Connelly of Dayton (Montgomery County) appointed to the Sinclair Community College Board of Trustees for a term
beginning July 8, 2021 and ending Oct. 12, 2022.
- Tanner Hunt of Columbus (Franklin County) to serve as a student member on the Ohio State University Board of Trustees for a term
beginning July 6, 2021 and ending May 13, 2023.
- Teresa J. Tanner of Cincinnati (Hamilton County) to the Unemployment Compensation Modernization and Improvement Council for
a term beginning July 8, 2021 and ending July 7, 2023.
- Kenneth James of Chagrin Falls (Geauga County) to the East Cleveland Financial Planning and Supervision Commission for a term
beginning July 8, 2021 and continuing at the pleasure of the governor.
- Guy T. Wesselkamper of Montgomery (Hamilton County) reappointed to the Real Estate Appraiser Board for a term beginning July 8,
2021 and ending June 30, 2024.
- Donna L. Hanly of Galena (Delaware County) to the Board of Nursing for a term beginning July 8, 2021 and ending Dec. 31, 2024.
- Bryan D. Royer of Toledo (Lucas County) to the Chiropractic Loan Repayment Advisory Board for a term beginning July 8, 2021 and
ending Feb. 20, 2023.
- Etta Marie Reed of Hamilton (Butler County) reappointed to the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending June 30, 2025.
- Senena Joy Esty of Utica (Licking County) reappointed to the Ohio Standardbred Development Commission for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending June 30, 2025.
- Bill W. Dingus of South Point (Lawrence County) reappointed to the Transportation Review Advisory Council for a term beginning
July 8, 2021 and ending June 29, 2026.
GUNS
The bicameral Gun Violence Prevention Caucus, co-chaired by Rep. Jessica Miranda (D-Cincinnati) and Sen. Cecil Thomas
(D-Cincinnati), held its second meeting virtually Monday, hearing from Hamilton County Sheriff Charmaine McGuffey regarding her
views on what is needed to reduce gun violence in the state.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Ohio is getting a new, state-of-the art psychiatric hospital despite COVID-19's challenge to skilled labor. Workers joined the DeWine
administration Tuesday for a "topping off" ceremony at Twin Valley Behavioral Healthcare's (TVBH) existing site in the state capital,
where participants signed an I-beam and watched a mammoth construction crane drop the two-ton structure into place.
HIGHER EDUCATION
Xavier University (XU) has a completed a four-year capital campaign that brought in $257 million, surpassing the initial $250 million
goal.
Ohio State University (OSU) announced Monday it is working with community partners to bring on a full-time social worker dedicated
to helping housing-vulnerable people in the off-campus area. The hiring is one of several university initiatives meant to support the
neighborhoods and residents surrounding Ohio State's campus. Beginning this summer, a social worker from Southeast Healthcare
will work in the off-campus area, with a special emphasis on North High Street, to provide outreach and offer resources and support
to people who are homeless, housing insecure or in need of other assistance.
New research from Bowling Green State University (BGSU) shows the effect, at least among college students, of insufficient or
poor-quality sleep on a person's stress level and diet. Mary-Jon Ludy, as well as her collaborators Wan Shen and HeeSoon Lee, all
professors in the College of Health and Human Services, were part of a worldwide team examining how the three factors are
connected. BGSU said the project had been in the works for a while, but researchers needed to pivot and factor in the effect of
COVID-19, both on the research methodology and on how students fared during the pandemic.
Starting fall 2021, most West Virginia residents will qualify for in-state tuition for courses taken on Ohio University (OU) campuses, the
school announced Wednesday. "This state reciprocity agreement is wonderful news for Ohio University and prospective students in
our region," OU President Hugh Sherman said. "While this partnership will certainly help expand enrollment at OU, more importantly
it will help meet the region's workforce needs and bring additional financial resources to the state of Ohio."
Ohio University (OU) announced this week it has suspended the Beta Chapter of the Delta Tau Delta fraternity for four years, citing
multiple student code of conduct violations. Through OU's internal investigation process, the group was found responsible for nine
violations, including a hazing violation of coerced consumption. Additionally, the fraternity was found to have provided false
information to university officials; sold, distributed or furnished alcohol; furnished alcohol to intoxicated persons; and engaged in
disruptive conduct, among other violations.
JUDICIAL
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The Ohio Supreme Court is accepting public comment until Thursday, Aug. 26 on amendments that would add "Child Welfare Law" to
the fields of law subject to specialization designation in Ohio. The amendments, which can be found online at https://tinyurl.com
/6u546tcy, would define "Child Welfare Law" as the practice of law representing children, parents or the government in all child
protection proceedings.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
The Ohio Board of Pharmacy has awarded a medical marijuana dispensary certificate of operation to Strawberry Fields, located at
2950 E. Main St. in Columbus. There are now 54 dispensaries operating under the Ohio Medical Marijuana Control Program.
Legislation completely legalizing the cultivation, distribution, sale and use of marijuana for adults age 21 and older will be introduced
in the coming days, Rep. Casey Weinstein (D-Hudson) told Hannah News on Thursday. The primary cosponsors of the bill are
Weinstein and Rep. Terrence Upchurch (D-Cleveland). "This is full-on legalization. ... It's comprehensive," Weinstein said. "The reason
I'm doing it is because we are at an inflection point."
MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM
Paramount Advantage, the Toledo-based Medicaid managed care organization that lost out on a new state contract in the latest
round of bidding, sued Tuesday in Franklin County Common Pleas Court to overturn the Ohio Department of Medicaid's (ODM)
decision. Paramount was one of two incumbent plans left out of the latest awards. Buckeye Community Health Plan's bid for a new
contract was left in limbo, as ODM deferred a decision based on state litigation against parent company Centene, though that was
recently settled. ODM said Tuesday nothing has changed about the status of Buckeye's case.
MILITARY AFFAIRS
Major General and former U.S. congressman Steve Stivers joined Lt. Gov. Jon Husted and Ohio Department of Veterans Services
(ODVS) Director Deborah Ashenhurst Friday to call on employers to adopt and maintain workplace policies supporting members of
the military reserve and Ohio National Guard. Stivers, Maj. Gen. Ashenhurst and Husted, who serves as deputy commander-in-chief of
state forces under the Ohio Constitution, gathered with members of Ohio ESGR (Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve) in the
state capital to promote employment practices that accommodate and honor Ohioans' commitment to their state and country.
NATURAL RESOURCES
With an unidentified ailment causing songbirds to suffer and die across the state, officials with the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources (ODNR) and Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODAg) are urging Ohioans to take steps to protect wild birds and poultry.
Blue jays, common grackles, American robins, European starlings and house sparrows are the most common species being reported
with the illness, ODNR communications specialist Jamey Emmert told Hannah News in an interview.
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) is giving organizations more time to apply for $50,000 in Recreational Trails
Program grants to build new Storybook Trails throughout Ohio. The new deadline to apply for the funding is Friday, Aug. 13,
according to a news release from ODNR.
Gov. Mike DeWine and Lt. Gov. Jon Husted highlighted the importance of protecting Lake Erie and its fishery during the 41st
Governor's Fish Ohio Day. DeWine and Husted were joined by Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Director Mary Mertz
and other leaders from the conservation community to commemorate the annual event, according to a news release from the
governor's office.
Lake Erie advocate Dave Spangler has been posthumously inducted into the Ohio Natural Resources Hall of Fame by Gov. Mike
DeWine and Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) Director Mary Mertz. The presentation of the state's highest conservation
honor was made during the Governor's Fish Ohio Day celebration at the Lake Erie Shores & Islands Welcome Center in Port Clinton,
according to a news release from ODNR.
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources' (ODNR) efforts to improve the visitor experience at state parks has earned national
recognition. The Ohio State Parks system was named a 2021 National Gold Medal Award finalist by the American Academy for Park
and Recreation Administration (AAPRA) and the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), according to a news release from
ODNR. The award honors park systems across the country that demonstrate excellence, innovation and a strong sense of community.
The Seventh Annual Ohio Women's Outdoor Adventures (OWOA) weekend will kick off on Friday, Sept. 17 and run through Sunday,
Sept. 19 at Salt Fork State Park, according to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR). The event combines boating, fishing
and outdoor skills with other activities focused on nature and conservation activities, ODNR said in a news release.
The DeWine administration has announced the state's intent to designate portions of Paint Creek and its tributaries as Ohio's 16th
state scenic river. "We are proud that Ohio has the first and oldest scenic rivers program in the nation, and the addition of the Paint
Creek and some of its tributaries as the state's 16th scenic river system only strengthens our commitment to that program," Gov. Mike
DeWine said in a news release. "The Paint Creek system will provide excellent opportunities for people of all ages to enjoy one of
Ohio's most natural river corridors."
PEOPLE
The former executive director of the Ohio Prosecuting Attorneys Association (OPAA), John Murphy, died Thursday, July 8. He was 80.
Murphy, a graduate of the Capital University Law School in 1972, began his legal career in the Franklin County Prosecuting Attorney's
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Office. He then spent 37 years with OPAA, retiring in 2017.
Leo Almeida has joined the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN) as the Ohio government relations director,
the organization announced Tuesday.
PUBLIC SAFETY
The Ohio State Highway Patrol announced Rev. Philip A. Hurlbert has been appointed as state chaplain by Patrol Superintendent Col.
Richard S. Fambro. In his role, Hurlbert will oversee the chaplaincy program.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
The Equal Districts Coalition, a group of more than 20 Ohio advocacy organizations engaged in the 2021 redistricting process, has
launched a new video series to document the effects of gerrymandering in Ohio. The first video in the series of "Real Gerrymandering
Stories" features Cincinnati resident Mindy Nagel, whose house is split in half by two different congressional districts, according to a
news release from the coalition. The east side of Nagel's property is in the 1st Congressional District, while the west side is in the 2nd
Congressional District.
A legal dispute over redistricting records is heading to mediation, according to the Ohio Supreme Court. American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) of Ohio policy strategist Collin Marozzi recently sued the Ohio House, alleging lawmakers failed to timely fulfill his
public records requests relating to the Ohio Redistricting Commission.
STATE GOVERNMENT
Sixteen items were deferred in Monday's Controlling Board hearing, while the remaining 119 were approved. Those included one
request by the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) that was approved after a hold by Rep. Scott Oelslager (R-North Canton). ODE
had requested approval to waive competitive selection in an amount up to $850,000 in both FY22 and FY23, as part of renewing a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) regarding the English Language
Proficiency Assessment for the 21st Century.
TAXATION
Lower income Black majority neighborhoods are regularly overvalued for property tax assessments while higher income White
majority neighborhoods are regularly undervalued, according to a recently released report commissioned by Franklin County Auditor
and former state Rep. Michael Stinziano. In spring of last year, Stinziano reached out to the Kirwin Institute for the Study of Race and
Ethnicity at Ohio State University (OSU) to review the county's appraisal system and to make recommendations to address the
county's appraisal system and to make recommendations to address the negative effects of historical policies, such as redlining, and
any current policies that marginalize communities of color.
TECHNOLOGY/AEROSPACE
The "Ohio Personal Privacy Act" (OPPA) would give Ohioans a new set of rights in regard to information collected by certain
businesses, sponsoring Reps. Rick Carfagna (R-Westerville) and Thomas Hall (R-Middletown) said during a Tuesday press conference.
The bill was introduced Monday as HB376. The legislators were joined at the announcement by Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, InnovateOhio
Deputy Director Carrie Kuruc and CyberOhio Advisory Board Chair Kirk Herath. It follows around a year of work, including six months
of interested party meetings, and has eight co-sponsors so far. Hall said he thought there could be widespread and bipartisan
consensus on the bill during the legislative process as well.
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE
Gov. Mike DeWine, Columbus Mayor Andrew Ginther and Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) Director Jack Marchbanks
announced the forthcoming opening of a new Fulton Street ramp to I-70 East in downtown Columbus Tuesday. The development was
recognized for improving traffic, better connecting the Southern part of the city to downtown and increasing access to Nationwide
Children's Hospital (NCH).
WORKFORCE
Businesses can now provide feedback on the state's In-Demand Jobs List, as the Governor's Office of Workforce Transformation
(OWT), InnovateOhio and Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) collaborated on a survey that is live at
topjobs.ohio.gov/survey. The survey offers a "simple user experience," according to a release, so businesses of all sizes can offer input
on the current and future in-demand jobs in a matter of minutes.
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3/2/2021 - House Civil Justice, (Second Hearing)

HB43

PUBLIC BODIES - ELECTRONIC MEETINGS

(SOBECKI L, HOOPS J)

To authorize public bodies to meet via teleconference and video conference.

CURRENT STATUS
2/11/2021 - House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)

HB61

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(POWELL J, STOLTZFUS R)

To require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate separate single-sex teams and sports for
each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Second Hearing)

HB73

EDUCATIONAL TESTING, ASSESSMENT, RETENTION

(MANNING G, CRAWLEY E)

Regarding the college and work ready assessment system, to require school districts to form work groups to evaluate the amount of
time students spend on testing, and to eliminate retention under the Third Grade Reading Guarantee.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Primary and Secondary Education, (Third Hearing)

HB77

PERMIT HIGHER ED BOARD OF TRUSTEES ATTEND ELECTRONICALLY

(MANCHESTER S,

SWEENEY B)
To allow the board of trustees of a state institution of higher education to adopt a policy allowing the trustees to attend a board
meeting via means of electronic communication.

CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

HB82

ELIMINATE REQUIRED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION ASSESSMENT

(CROSS J, JONES D)

With regard to nationally standardized college admissions assessment and to revise the state report card and accountability systems.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days
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HB89

REVISE CONCEALED HANDGUN LAW

(WIGGAM S)

To modify the requirement that a concealed handgun licensee must notify a law enforcement officer that the licensee is authorized to
carry a concealed handgun and is carrying a concealed handgun when stopped.

CURRENT STATUS
3/9/2021 - REPORTED OUT, House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB110

OPERATING BUDGET

(OELSLAGER S)

To make operating appropriations for the biennium beginning July 1, 2021, and ending June 30, 2023, to levy taxes, and to provide
authorization and conditions for the operation of state programs.

CURRENT STATUS
7/1/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; effective 7/1/21

S)

HB146

REGARDS APPLYING PREVAILING WAGE LAW TO PUBLIC PROJECTS

(RIEDEL C, MANCHESTER

To allow political subdivisions, special districts, and state institutions of higher education to elect to apply the Prevailing Wage Law to
public improvement projects.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House Commerce and Labor, (Second Hearing)

HB157

MODIFY MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX RULES - COVID WFH

(JORDAN K, EDWARDS J)

To amend Section 29 of H.B. 197 of the 133rd General Assembly to modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for
COVID-19-related work-from-home employees.

CURRENT STATUS
6/2/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Ways and Means

HB227

REGARDING CONCEALED WEAPONS

(BRINKMAN T, JORDAN K)

To rename a concealed handgun license as a concealed weapons license, to allow a concealed weapons licensee to carry concealed all
deadly weapons not otherwise prohibited by law, to expand state preemption of firearms regulation to include all deadly weapons, to
repeal a notice requirement for licensees stopped for law enforcement purposes, to authorize expungement of related convictions,
and to allow a person age 21 or older to carry a concealed deadly weapon without a license.

CURRENT STATUS
10/14/2021 - House Government Oversight, (Fourth Hearing)
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HB244

TECH BASED EDUCATION/PROHIBIT VACCINE MANDATES

(WHITE A, LAMPTON B)

Regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state
institutions of higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination; and regarding the authority of the
Ohio Department of Health over matters of quarantine and isolation.

CURRENT STATUS
7/14/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

HB248

VACCINE CHOICE ACT

(GROSS J)

To authorize an individual to decline a vaccination and to name this act the Vaccine Choice and Anti-Discrimination Act.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - House Health, (Sixth Hearing)

HB253

REGARDS PROOF OF COVID-19 VACCINATIONS

(CUTRONA A)

Regarding proof of COVID-19 vaccinations.

CURRENT STATUS
5/18/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House Health, (First Hearing)

HB322

REGARDING RACE, SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

(JONES D)

Regarding the teaching of certain current events and certain concepts regarding race and sex in public schools.

CURRENT STATUS
9/22/2021 - BILL AMENDED, House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB323

TAX CREDIT FOR EDUCATION EXPENSES

(FOWLER S)

To authorize a personal income tax credit for certain primary and secondary education expenses.

CURRENT STATUS
6/15/2021 - House Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

HB327

STOP TEACHING OF DIVISIVE CONCEPTS

(GRENDELL D, FOWLER S)
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To prohibit school districts, community schools, STEM schools, and state agencies from teaching, advocating, or promoting divisive
concepts.

CURRENT STATUS
9/22/2021 - House State and Local Government, (Third Hearing)

HB350

PROHIBIT MANDATORY COVID-19 VACCINE

(CUTRONA A)

To prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, requiring proof of COVID-19 vaccination, and certain other actions relating to an
individual's COVID-19 vaccination or health status and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - House Civil Justice, (First Hearing)

HB353

TESTING YOUR FAITH ACT

(CLICK G, MIRANDA J)

To enact "The Testing Your Faith Act" to require each state institution of higher education to adopt a policy providing students with
religious accommodations.

CURRENT STATUS
9/28/2021 - House Higher Education and Career Readiness, (First Hearing)

HB388

REGARDING VACCINE REFUSAL

(JORDAN K)

To prohibit taking certain actions against an individual because the individual refuses to be vaccinated against a disease.

CURRENT STATUS
8/12/2021 - Introduced

HB400

BAN MASK MANDATES AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS

(LOYCHIK M, SCHMIDT J)

To prohibit public schools from requiring students to wear a mask or other facial covering on school premises or a school bus and to
declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HB401

EMPLOYER-MANDATED COVID VACCINATION INJURY

(EDWARDS J)

To exempt an injury or disability caused by an employer-mandated COVID-19 vaccination from the Workers' Compensation Law and
to allow the employee to sue the employer for damages.
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CURRENT STATUS
8/24/2021 - Introduced

HB415

IN-STATE TUITION ELIGIBILITY FOR VETERANS

(MILLER A, JARRELLS D)

Regarding in-state tuition eligibility for veterans, their spouses, and dependents at state institutions of higher education.

CURRENT STATUS
10/12/2021 - House Higher Education and Career Readiness, (First Hearing)

HB424

COVID-19 VACCINE - QUALIFIED IMMUNITIES

(KOEHLER K)

To prohibit a political subdivision, public official, public school, state agency, or state institution of higher education from taking
certain actions related to the COVID-19 vaccine, to codify the qualified civil immunities under H.B. 606 of the 133rd General Assembly
permanently, to repeal section 3792.05 of the Revised Code on the date that is two years after the effective date of that section, and
to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
9/20/2021 - Introduced

HB425

COVID-19 - GENETIC TECHNOLOGIES

(WIGGAM S, HALL T)

To prohibit certain actions related to COVID-19 and genetic technologies.

CURRENT STATUS
9/20/2021 - Introduced

HCR6

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(HOWSE S, CRAWLEY E)

To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
6/23/2021 - House State and Local Government, (First Hearing)

HCR21

RESCIND CERTAIN ORDERS, RULES

(WIGGAM S, FERGUSON R)

To rescind certain orders and rules in whole or in part.

CURRENT STATUS
6/17/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, House Government Oversight, (First Hearing)
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SB15

FISCAL OFFICERS-LIABILITY

(WILSON S)

To change the circumstances in which certain fiscal officers may be held liable for a loss of public funds.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Referred to Committee House State and Local Government

SB22

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT-PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS

(JOHNSON T, MCCOLLEY R)

To establish legislative oversight of orders issued by the executive branch, including by establishing the Ohio Health Oversight and
Advisory Committee.

CURRENT STATUS
3/24/2021 - Consideration of Governor's Veto; House Overrides Veto, Vote 62-35

SB27

AUTOMATIC ENROLLMENT-DEFERRED COMPENSATION

(HOTTINGER J)

To authorize automatic enrollment of new state government employees in the Ohio Public Employees Deferred Compensation
Program.

CURRENT STATUS
6/8/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 9/7/21

SB33

529 TAX DEDUCTION

(HOTTINGER J, BRENNER A)

To expand the income tax deduction allowed for contributions to Ohio's 529 education savings plans to include contributions to 529
plans established by other states.

CURRENT STATUS
10/5/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (Fourth Hearing)

SB97

MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX-WORK FROM HOME

(ROEGNER K)

To modify municipal income tax employer withholding rules for COVID-19-related work-from-home employees

CURRENT STATUS
5/12/2021 - Senate Ways and Means, (First Hearing)

SB111

BRENNER A)

VACCINATIONS, CORONAVIRUS RECOVERY INCLUDING TOWNSHIPS

(BLESSING III L,
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To prohibit certain mandatory vaccinations and other activities related to an individual's vaccination status and to make an
appropriation related to coronavirus local fiscal recovery.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 62-34

SB126

ANTI-HAZING

(KUNZE S, GAVARONE T)

To enact Collin's Law: The Ohio Anti-Hazing Act with regard to hazing policies at colleges and criminal prohibitions against hazing.

CURRENT STATUS
7/6/2021 - SIGNED BY GOVERNOR; eff. 90 days

SB132

REQUIRE SINGLE-SEX SPORTS TEAMS

(ROEGNER K)

To enact the "Save Women's Sports Act" to require schools, state institutions of higher education, and private colleges to designate
separate single-sex teams and sports for each sex.

CURRENT STATUS
3/17/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Workforce and Higher Education

SB135

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

(CIRINO J)

Regarding the operation of state institutions of higher education and regarding free speech in public universities, colleges, and
schools.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Higher Education and Career Readiness

SB157

ATTEMPTED ABORTIONS

(JOHNSON T, HUFFMAN S)

To require reports to be made after a child is born alive following an abortion or attempted abortion and to establish certain civil or
criminal penalties for failing to preserve the health or life of such a child.

CURRENT STATUS
10/6/2021 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, (Third Hearing)

SB169

PROHIBIT MANDATORY VACCINATIONS

(BRENNER A)

To prohibit mandatory vaccinations against the coronavirus, to prohibit requiring proof of vaccinations generally, and to declare an
emergency.
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CURRENT STATUS
5/26/2021 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED, Senate Health, (First Hearing)

SB176

LEGALIZE SPORTS BETTING

(ANTANI N, MANNING N)

To legalize and regulate sports gaming in this state, to levy a tax on businesses that provide sports gaming, and to make other
changes to the Gambling Law.

CURRENT STATUS
6/22/2021 - Referred to Committee House Finance

SB187

COLLEGE ATHLETES-EARN COMPENSATION

(ANTANI N)

To allow intercollegiate athletes to earn compensation from their name, image, or likeness and to declare an emergency.

CURRENT STATUS
6/24/2021 - PASSED BY HOUSE; Amended on Floor, Bill Vote 58-36; Emergency Clause Failed 44-50

SB209

MASK MANDATES

(BRENNER A)

With regard to mask mandates and facial covering requirements for public schools, state institutions of higher education, and
businesses.

CURRENT STATUS
9/8/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate General Government Budget

SB215

CONCEALED HANDGUN POSSESSION

(JOHNSON T)

Regarding a concealed handgun licensee's duty to carry the license and notify a law enforcement officer if the licensee is carrying a
concealed handgun, a right of a person age twenty-one or older and not legally prohibited from firearm possession to carry a
concealed handgun in the same manner as if the person was a licensee, and a pretrial immunity hearing.

CURRENT STATUS
10/5/2021 - Senate Veterans and Public Safety, (Second Hearing)

SCR4

DECLARE RACISM PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

(CRAIG H, WILLIAMS S)

To declare racism a public health crisis and to ask the Governor to establish a working group to promote racial equity in Ohio.

CURRENT STATUS
2/24/2021 - Referred to Committee Senate Health
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The former director of the Cuyahoga County Regional Jail was sentenced to nine months in jail on Friday, Oct. 8. Kenneth Mills
received the maximum possible penalty for his mismanagement of the facility, Attorney General Dave Yost said. "As a prisoner
himself, the defendant will learn what it really means to depend on the public servants charged to manage jails," Yost said.
"Prosecutors Matt Meyer, Dan Kasaris and Linda Powers from my office -- aided by investigators with the FBI, Cuyahoga County
Sheriff's Department and Cleveland Division of Police -- did a masterful job of navigating the case and fighting to restore justice."
DISABILITIES
The Ohio Developmental Disabilities (DD) Council recently released its annual report, detailing projects from across the state meant to
improve the "independence, productivity and inclusion for people with developmental disabilities and their families in community
life." The report highlights about 20 grant projects funded by the council that deal with a range of issues experienced by people with
developmental disabilities. The report covers several categories, including children and health, leadership development, community
living, outreach, communication, public policy, employment, and technology.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Ohio Department of Development (DOD) announced the renewal of the Ohio Manufacturing Extension Partnership (Ohio MEP),
in which regional partners provide small- and medium-sized companies with products and services to increase productivity, growth
and global competitiveness. The Ohio MEP will receive $5.9 million per year through 2026 from the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) with state and local matching funds bringing that to a total of over $70 million.
EDUCATION
State performance data for schools came out Thursday, Oct. 14 without the usual A-F grades, in light of the tumult experienced in the
education world last year amid continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic. The release marked a quiet end for the A-F system, an
initiative of the Kasich administration that will now give way to a five-star rating system that includes many revisions to measures
underlying the report cards. Lawmakers late in 2020 opted against including grades with the annual report cards via 133-HB409
(Koehler), and earlier this year created the new five-star system in HB82 (Cross-Jones). Report cards this year do include information
on graduation rates, Prepared for Success indicators and demographic and enrollment data.
At the end of a meeting that lasted more than 12 hours on Wednesday, the State Board of Education (SBOE) voted to repeal the
anti-racism resolution it adopted in July 2020 amid protests sparked by the police murder of George Floyd. By a final vote of 10-7, the
SBOE adopted a resolution that, among other provisions, repeals the "Resolution to Condemn Racism and to Advance Equity for Black
Students, Indigenous Students and Students of Color." Board member Brendan Shea had proposed the repeal resolution last month,
but member Martha Manchester Wednesday introduced an alternative draft. Manchester's proposal received a number of revisions
during the meeting before ultimately being accepted as an amendment to Shea's original "Resolution to Promote Academic
Excellence in K-12 Education for Each Ohio Student without Prejudice or Respect to Race, Ethnicity or Creed."
Interim Superintendent of Education Stephanie Siddens announced the leadership team she has put in place during the Ohio
Department of Education's (ODE) leadership transition. Superintendent Paolo DeMaria retired last month -- quickly thereafter
announcing a new post with the National Association of State Boards of Education -- and Siddens won board approval to lead on an
interim basis after Deputy Superintendent John Richard also left the agency. The new team includes Chris Woolard, who had been
senior executive director of the Center for Performance and Impact, as interim chief program officer. Beth Fletcher, the chief
information officer, is interim chief operations officer. Jessica Horowitz Moore is serving as interim senior executive director of the
Center for Student Supports, the job Siddens held before moving up to interim superintendent. Aly DeAngelo is interim senior
executive director of the Center for Performance and Impact.
The House Wednesday voted unanimously to invalidate rule 3301-35-04 from ODE, which would remove requirements for schools to
offer instruction in a variety of subjects, including foreign language. The Joint Committee on Agency Rule Review (JCARR) had voted
to recommend invalidating the rule Tuesday, prompting introduction and passage Wednesday of HCR35. The Senate will now have
five session days to take up the resolution.
The SBOE Teaching, Leading and Learning (TLL) Committee spent part of its monthly meeting Tuesday highlighting a program that
aims to create an educator pipeline and that some members said could help combat a growing teacher shortage in the state, though
Board member Diana Fessler objected to the committee's "promoting" the organization and spending what she called too much time
discussing the work of a nonprofit organization.
The SBOE Emerging Issues and Operational Standards Committee got an update Tuesday on a new educational program created in
the latest state budget, HB110 (Oelslager), to help families mitigate some of the learning losses children experienced during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Sue Cosmo, director of ODE's Office of Nonpublic Educational Options, said the new Afterschool Child
Enrichment (ACE) accounts are supported by federal funding and allow parents to use these savings accounts for before- or afterschool educational programs, such as language classes or tutoring. Homeschool families will be able to use the funding to purchase
curriculum as well as educational programs, though they are the only group that will be able to use the funds for curriculum materials,
she said.
ELECTIONS 2021
Secretary of State Frank LaRose Wednesday called on more Ohioans to serve as poll workers in the Nov. 2 General Election, noting
that only four of the 88 counties have met their recruitment goals so far. The secretary of state's office said that with 20 days until the
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election, more than 27,000 Ohioans have signed up to serve as a poll worker. This includes 12,456 Democratic poll workers and 11,592
Republicans. A review of all county data shows Ohio remains 17,393 poll workers short of the goal of recruiting 42,204 poll workers.
The greatest need is in the most populous counties, with Franklin, Cuyahoga, and Hamilton County still needing thousands of poll
workers to meet their goal, while 30 other counties remain in need of hundreds. The goal for each county is 125 percent of the
minimum number of trained workers required for each county as determined by their county board of elections.
ELECTIONS 2022
Republican Bernie Moreno's campaign announced he raised $3.7 million for his U.S. Senate campaign in the third quarter of the year
and now has nearly $5 million on hand. The campaign said he has rejected PAC money from corporations, and is calling on the other
candidates to follow suit. Republican J.D. Vance's campaign said he has raised $1.75 million in the third quarter, his first as a
candidate. A portion of the total was raised during the exploratory phase of the campaign, including a personal loan from Vance of
$100,000. Vance's campaign said the total includes donations from 7,577 unique donors and contributions came from 86 of 88
counties.
The following endorsements were made over the week:
- The U.S. Senate campaign of Tim Ryan announced the endorsements of the United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) and U.S.
Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH).
EMPLOYMENT/UNEMPLOYMENT
The national unemployment rate dropped 0.4 percentage points in September to 4.8 percent as nonfarm payroll employment rose by
194,000, lower than the monthly average of 561,000 this year. The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) said the number of
unemployed persons fell by 710,000 to 7.7 million. Both the unemployment rate and the number of unemployed persons are
significantly down from the February through April 2020 recession caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, but are higher than before the
pandemic started when the unemployment rate was 3.5 percent and the number of unemployed persons was 5.7 million.
FEDERAL
The Social Security Administration announced Wednesday that Social Security and Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits for
approximately 70 million Americans will increase 5.9 percent in 2022. The 5 9 percent cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) will begin with
benefits payable to more than 64 million Social Security beneficiaries in January 2022. Increased payments to approximately 8 million
SSI beneficiaries will begin on Dec. 30, 2021. Some people receive both Social Security and SSI benefits. The Social Security Act ties
the annual COLA to the increase in the Consumer Price Index as determined by the Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics.
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE
The Ohio Facilities Construction Commission would run a program to help counties build new jail facilities in a similar way to how it
supports local school construction under HB101 that passed the House overwhelmingly Wednesday. Rep. Jay Edwards (R-Nelsonville)
said he and joint sponsor Rep. Jason Stephens (R-Kitts Hill) introduced the bill to deal with issues in their Southeast Ohio districts,
such as the closing of the Meigs County jail, but they quickly realized it was a common problem across the state. They said the bill
includes no funding as of now, but they hope to enact the program in anticipation of the upcoming capital budget. The legislation
passed 93-2.
Also passing Wednesday was HB178 (A. Miller-Schmidt), which will regulate the pressure in water features at pools and water parks.
The legislation is dubbed Makenna's law, after a girl who was severely injured to the point of requiring surgery because of extremely
high pressure at a water park feature. It passed 86-8.
Democrats voted Wednesday to seat Latyna Humphrey as the new 26th District representative, replacing Rep. Erica Crawley, who was
appointed a Franklin County commissioner.
The House State and Local Government Committee again discussed occupational licensure requirements Wednesday, hearing
remarks from the Ohio Attorney General's Office, Ohio Department of Insurance (ODI), two state boards and the Common Sense
Initiative (CSI).
Four members of the House Democratic Caucus -- Reps. Kristin Boggs (D-Columbus), Tavia Galonski (D-Akron), Jessica Miranda
(D-Forest Park) and Allison Russo (D-Upper Arlington) -- gathered with victims of sexual abuse and other advocates Thursday to call
on the majority to take up their proposals to extend statutes of limitations for prosecuting rape and lift limits on damages survivors
can be awarded. Specifically, they urged action on HB199 (Boggs-Russo), which would remove the cap on damages for non-economic
loss for victims or rape or assault, and HB266 (Galonski-Miranda), which would eliminate the statute of limitations for prosecuting
rape; extend the timeframe childhood victims have to bring civil lawsuits; and eliminate the spousal exception for rape offenses.
Reps. Sharon Ray (R-Wadsworth), Paula Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo), and Phil Robinson (D-Solon) were selected to attend the recent
Bowhay Institute for Legislative Leadership Development (BILLD), the institute's 26th annual training program. Participants were
selected through a competitive, nonpartisan process.
In other legislative action, the House Transportation and Public Safety Committee reported out HB393 (Click) and HB395 (Powell),
highway naming bills; the House Infrastructure and Rural Development Committee reported out HB101 (Stephens-Edwards) which
addresses jail construction; and HCR 31 (Stephens) which urges extending I-73 and I-74 into Ohio; and the House Families, Aging and
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Human Services Committee reported out HB254 (Boggs-Abrams) which establishes domestic violence fatality review boards.
GREAT LAKES
While most public officials and other interested parties generally understand the goal of reducing phosphorus loading in Lake Erie by
40 percent to address harmful algal blooms, scientists need to be more consistent in explaining exactly what that means, according to
Ohio Sea Grant Director Chris Winslow. "Forty percent relative to what? It is relative to 2008. But what we need to start -- in my
opinion -- communicating more is the actual numbers," Winslow said during a virtual Lake Erie workshop hosted by Ohio State
University. "Basically, what this means, is we want a total phosphorus load of 860 metric tons, and a dissolved reactive phosphorous
(DRP) load of 186 [metric tons]. Those are our numbers. Those numbers are a 40 percent reduction relative to what happened in
2008," Winslow said.
Ohio Sea Grant Extension educator Nicole Wright received one of 10 mini-grants from the North American Association for
Environmental Education (NAAEE) and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to support programming that
teaches Ohioans about aquaculture opportunities. Wright will lead the creation of "The Story of Yellow Perch: Understanding Ohio's
Wild and Farmed Fisheries," according to Ohio Sea Grant. Wright's partners on the project include the Ohio Aquaculture Association,
Aquatic Visitors Center at Ohio State University's Stone Lab, Lake Erie Nature and Science Center and Sea Grant's Great Lakes
Aquaculture Collaborative.
GUNS
The House Government Oversight Committee received roughly 100 submissions of testimony against a bill that would allow for
permitless concealed carry of a firearm in the state, with many individuals appearing in person. Thursday's hearing on HB227
(Brinkman-Jordan) also featured proponent testimony from a handful of gun advocacy groups. Micaela Deming, policy director and
staff attorney with the Ohio Domestic Violence Network (ODVN), said the legislation could be particularly harmful for victims of
domestic violence and noted the results of ODVN's sixth annual count of domestic violence fatalities in the state.
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
The Ohio Association of Health Plans announced at its recent annual convention in Columbus that Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield and
CareSource had received its Pinnacle Award for 2021, recognizing innovative approaches to addressing challenges in health care.
HIGHER EDUCATION
Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) has wrapped its seven-year, $238 million "Connect Today, Create Tomorrow" fundraising campaign.
The campaign launched in 2014 with a goal of raising $200 million. The university said the fundraiser was the most successful
campaign in OWU history.
Kent State University has publicly launched a $350 million comprehensive fundraising campaign. The "Forever Brighter" campaign
focuses on three areas: prioritizing student success, expanding university initiatives and building the future. Of the campaign's total
goal, $100 million is being raised to fund scholarships and success programs for students with more than $85 million raised so far.
Overall, Forever Brighter has raised 78 percent, or $272 million, of the total campaign goal during the quiet phase of the campaign.
The Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) this week launched the Second Chance Grant pilot program, an effort to help
Ohioans who have some post-secondary education but no degree to complete a degree or credential. The program was proposed
under SB135 (Cirino) and had $3 million appropriated toward it in HB110 (Oelslager), the biennial budget. The funds will be utilized in
the form of $2,000 grants to eligible students who are re-enrolling at a qualifying institution in order to obtain a degree or credential.
ODHE said as many as 1.5 million Ohioans have completed some college coursework but have not achieved a credential or college
degree.
ODHE Wednesday released a statewide plan for preventing hazing at colleges and universities spurred by SB126 (Kunze-Gavarone),
otherwise known as Collin's Law. The plan includes a model anti-hazing policy as well as guidelines for various college and university
stakeholders to use in developing and implementing anti-hazing education and training programs, the department said. The
legislation, signed by Gov. Mike DeWine in July this year, makes hazing a felony.
Ohio University's (OU) Board of Trustees recently passed a resolution to rename the home of the Gladys W. and David H. Patton
College of Education from its current name, McCracken Hall, to Gladys W. and David H. Patton Hall. The Patton College was named in
honor of Dr. Violet L. Patton, BSED '38, and her philanthropic commitments to the college. Violet Patton, who celebrated her 105th
birthday on Aug. 30, committed $13.3 million in 2010 to establish the Violet L. Patton Center for Arts Education, and an additional $28
million to honor her parents, Gladys W. and David H. Patton, with the naming of the college. She committed an additional $22 million
in 2019 to support the capital projects.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) awarded
a five-year, $625,000 grant to a partnership between the Mental Health and Recovery Board of Portage County and Kent State
University's Center for Public Policy and Health in the College of Public Health to improve and support mental health in Portage
County. Kent State said the primary goals of the project are to provide mental health awareness trainings to teachers, administrators
and staff in Portage County schools, create resource guides and referral mechanisms, and implement mental health stigma reduction
campaigns. The project will also provide free trainings to community agencies and members annually.
The rate of obesity in Ohio has risen sharply over the past several years for both adults and high school age children, though the rate
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of obesity remains stable among some young children. Data compiled by the State of Childhood Obesity, a project of the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation, show that the obesity rate in 2019 in Ohio for high school students was 16.8 percent, the 12th highest in
the country. The figure represents an increase of more than 3 percentage points from just six years earlier when, in 2013, the obesity
rate for high school students was 13 percent. Over 20 years ago in 1999, the obesity rate for Ohio high school students was 10.4
percent.
JUDICIAL
Eighth District Court of Appeals Judge Larry Jones passed away unexpectedly on Thursday, Oct. 7, according to the court. Jones joined
the court in January 2009 after serving on the Cleveland Municipal Court for 21 years -- 14 of which he was the administrative judge.
While on the Cleveland Municipal Court, Jones spearheaded the Greater Cleveland Drug Court. Judge Jones's time on the bench was
preceded by a lengthy career in public service as an assistant Cuyahoga County prosecutor and Cleveland councilman.
Lawyers' right to adopt an easily remembered or descriptive trade name in Ohio is not so expansive as to allow a firm to become a
business franchisee of a national corporation with no shared affiliation in the actual practice of law. That is the nonbinding opinion of
the Ohio Board of Professional Conduct, which points out that Rule 5.4(b) of the Rules of Professional Conduct prohibits a law firm
from forming a partnership with non-lawyers, including the ownership or management of a franchising corporation. "An Ohio lawyer
is not permitted to practice under the trade name because the relationship between the franchiser and the lawyer includes the
practice of law," the board says in Advisory Opinion 2021-10.
The board has released two additional advisory opinions: Opinion 2021-8 states: "Subject to certain ethical limitations, a specialized
docket court judge may participate in a not-for-profit documentary film that includes the filming of courtroom proceedings and
interviews of the judge and court personnel" while Opinion 2021-9 states: "A lawyer or law firm may employ a disqualified or
suspended lawyer provided the lawyer does not practice law and is closely supervised by a licensed lawyer, and both the disqualifiedsuspended lawyer and the supervising lawyer/law firm otherwise comply with Rule V.(23) of the Rules for the Government of the Bar
of Ohio."
The Ohio Supreme Court has once again lifted regular limits on self-study coursework to meet the biannual continuing legal
education (CLE) requirement for members of the bar, citing continuing concerns over COVID-19. The Court already had lifted the CLE
self-study cap for jurists with last names beginning A-L, whose compliance period ends Dec. 31, 2021, and is now providing a waiver
for next year's requirement.
LOBBYISTS
NFIB Ohio announced that Anthony Lagunzad has joined the organization as its grassroots manager, where he will primarily focus on
building upon member involvement in programs throughout Ohio, including 20 local area action councils. Lagunzad most recently
served as director of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce's political and grassroots programs. He also worked in public affairs for a
national HVAC trade association.
MARIJUANA/HEMP
Reps. Jamie Callender (R-Concord) and Ron Ferguson (R-Wintersville) are embracing the challenge of persuading their fellow
Republicans that marijuana should be legalized for adults aged 21 and older.
"This, to my knowledge, is the first majority party sponsored legislation for adult use. That does not mean leadership is on board. The
leadership in both chambers has expressed their skepticism, we'll say, in a polite way. But they're giving us the chance to explain and
advocate as to why this is the right policy, and why it's right to do it now," Callender said during a Statehouse press conference.
Callender said many people are underestimating how many Republican lawmakers support marijuana legalization.
MEDICAID/MEDICAID REFORM
A Franklin County judge recently rejected Paramount Advantage's request for delay in its litigation over new managed care contracts,
meaning a trial will go forward Tuesday. Paramount, the Northwest Ohio health insurer that sued after failing to win a new Medicaid
managed care contract from the DeWine administration, had asked Common Pleas Judge Julie Lynch to delay next week's trial on the
dispute, saying the two-day hearing schedule is not long enough to fully delve into the complex case. The Ohio Department of
Medicaid (ODM) opposed the request, saying the request showed Paramount seeks "to continue endlessly fishing for facts that simply
do not exist." Lynch scheduled a status conference on the case earlier this week to consider the delay motion, then ruled against it, her
office confirmed.
NATURAL RESOURCES
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has broken ground on the Tipp City Off-Channel Wetland project. The 18.3-acre
project is located where the Great Miami River meets Honey Creek in Tipp City. The area includes wetlands and a 9.5-acre basin, which
will act as a natural filtration system for pollutants. Off-channel wetlands provide nutrient-reduction benefits to the nearby river, and
slow the flow of water during heavy rains or flooding. Additionally, the project will restore habitat.
Hunters in Ohio will be limited to harvesting one bearded (male) wild turkey during the Spring 2022 season, according to ODNR. The
Ohio Wildlife Council voted to limit the number to one bird during its meeting this week, ODNR said. In previous years, the season
limit was two birds.
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The ODNR Division of Natural Areas and Preserves is expanding Springville Marsh State Nature Preserve to conserve a historic
wetland. The 66-acre acquisition will add to the preserve that is already the best remaining remnant of Big Spring Prairie, according to
ODNR. This 267-acre wetland nature preserve protects 26 state rare species such as green star sedge, northern adder's-tongue fern,
few-flowered spike-rush, tower mustard, shining ladies'-tresses orchid, and Virginia rail. The preserve also has some of the last
examples of twig-rush wet meadow in Ohio.
PENSIONS
An investment expert paid by the Ohio Retirement Study Council to evaluate performance by Ohio's public pension funds said the
state retirement systems did a good job of capturing the higher earnings in today's market, but also remarked on the general
downward trend among U.S. institutional investors in their long-term investment expectations. First-half returns for 2021 ranged from
about 8.8 percent to about 11.5 percent for the Ohio plans, amid an economic expansion driven by economic stimulus, monetary
policy and reopening of the economy after the COVID shutdowns, said Jim Voytko of RVK, the investment consultant.
PEOPLE
Ohio Right to Life said Monday that Allie Fraizer, its communications director since 2019, is leaving to become executive director of
Right to Life of Northeast Ohio. Frazier previously was a Students for Life Wilberforce Fellow and founded Columbus State Students
for Life, among other experience.
Paul Greff, chief investment officer (CIO) of the Ohio Public Employees Retirement System (OPERS), is a finalist for the CIO Innovation
Award by an investment industry online publication. Greff was selected by Chief Investment Officer as a finalist for the award for a
public defined benefit plan with $100 billion or more in assets. The publication annually recognizes creative industry leaders who have
exceeded expectations under their mantles of responsibility, remained dominant players in their niches and created powerful teams,
as nominated by their peers. It will announce this CIO award on Dec. 7 in New York at its Influential Investors Forum.
Newly announced Ohio State Bar Foundation (OSBF) awards recognize five Ohioans for volunteer service both in and outside the legal
profession, including Van Wert County Municipal Court Magistrate Molli Schleucher. The Community Service Award for Attorneys 40
and Under honors attorneys working to make a difference outside of their practice area and without compensation. Other OSBA
awards went to the following: Ritter Award to John "Jack" Stith, Porter Wright, Cincinnati; Ramey Award for Distinguished Community
Service to Sanford Watson, Tucker Ellis, Cleveland; Outstanding Program or Organization Award to the Diversity Center of Northeast
Ohio, Cleveland; and the John and Ginny Elam Pro Bono Award to Duriya Dhinojwala, Akron.
POLLS/STUDIES
A new Quinnipiac poll released this week gives President Joe Biden the lowest approval rating of his presidency, with 38 percent
approving of his job performance and 53 percent disapproving. The poll comes after Biden has faced criticism over the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan, the Delta variant of COVID-19 causing a more than two-month spike in cases and deaths, and
Democrats in Congress struggling to pass Biden's agenda. "Battered on trust, doubted on leadership, and challenged on overall
competency, President Biden is being hammered on all sides as his approval rating continues its downward slide to a number not
seen since the tough scrutiny of the Trump administration," said Quinnipiac University Polling Analyst Tim Malloy.
REDISTRICTING/REAPPORTIONMENT
Secretary of State Frank LaRose, a member of the Ohio Redistricting Commission, Friday rejected a call for the commission to start
holding hearings around the state and instead asked the commission co-chairs to call a meeting so they can begin hammering out a
10-year congressional map. The task of trying to draw a bipartisan map has fallen to the commission after the General Assembly failed
to meet a Sept. 30 deadline to pass its own congressional map. The commission has until Sunday, Oct. 31 to try to reach a deal on a
10-year map, otherwise the task returns to the General Assembly, which can adopt a four-year map with a simple majority.
STATE GOVERNMENT
The Office of Inspector General (IG) Randall Meyer recently issued its findings in an investigation that examined whether the state's
managed service provider and its subcontractors followed state procurement policies, issuing 11 findings and 42 recommendations.
Overall, the IG found that the provider, Knowledge Services (KS) acted in accordance of the provisions of its contract and state
procurement policies, but also found that the Ohio Department of Administrative Services (DAS) often took the word of KS on
compliance rather than directly monitoring compliance itself. Additionally, the IG also found KS often relied upon its providers to
ensure compliance with the applicable terms and conditions of the contract.
TAXATION
Two lawmakers gave sponsor testimony Tuesday to the House Ways and Means Committee on a bill that would repeal the
Commercial Activity Tax (CAT), saying the tax harms businesses. Reps. Jennifer Gross (R-West Chester) and Riordan McClain (R-Upper
Sandusky) -- the son of Ohio Tax Commissioner Jeff McClain -- spoke on their HB234, with Gross noting that Ohio is one of only nine
states with a statewide gross receipts tax. She said the bill will reduce the CAT over a course of five years, with a 20 percent reduction
each year until it is completely repealed. She called the CAT a "pyramiding tax" that raises the price of goods at every stage of their
production, forcing Ohio consumers to pay artificially high prices at checkout.
TECHNOLOGY/AEROSPACE
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The House Technology and Innovation Committee Wednesday focused on the topic of what innovation looks like in Ohio. Witnesses
included Ohio Department of Development (DOD) Director Lydia Mihalik and JobsOhio CEO J.P. Nauseef, along with leaders of the
three current innovation districts in Ohio. Rene Anand, CEO of Neurxstem Inc., also offered technical details on the efforts of his
medical company regarding the opioid crisis, PTSD, Alzheimer's and Autism.
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE
Gov. Mike DeWine, AAA, the Ohio Turnpike, the Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT), the Ohio State Highway Patrol, and The
Risk Institute are recognizing Move-Over Day, Saturday, Oct. 16, by reminding Ohio drivers to move over and slow down for any
vehicle with flashing lights parked on the roadside. The groups will use social media and ODOT will use more than 130 digital
message boards to remind drivers about the state's Move Over law, ODOT said. This effort is part of a larger multi-agency campaign
that includes social media messaging every Monday with the hashtags #MoveOverMonday and #MoveOverOhio.
Lt. Gov. Jon Husted and Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV) Registrar Charlie Norman Wednesday announced the pilot launch of new
self-service kiosks to help Ohioans renew vehicle registrations, as nine kiosks will be located throughout the state. "InnovateOhio's
goal is to change the culture of state government so that every service is designed with the customer in mind," said Husted, who
serves as director of InnovateOhio and has long expressed a goal of reducing Ohioans' need to visit the BMV. Some of the "BMV
Express" kiosks will be available 24 hours, and users can instantly print a registration card and validation stickers. The BMV also plans
to expand the program after gathering data.
UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION
For the week ending Oct. 9, the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) reported 9,851 initial traditional unemployment
claims to the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL). That number is higher than the previous week's total of 9,222 claims, but below the
eight-week average of 10,803 claims.
Ohioans filed 50,733 continued traditional unemployment claims from Oct. 3-9, up from 49,320 from Sept. 26-Oct. 2. The total
number of claims filed from Oct. 3-9 was 60,584, up from a total of 58,542.
UTILITIES
The Office of Ohio Consumers' Counsel's (OCC) latest victory is important more as a win for utility refunds -- a major policy scrum in
Ohio -- than for total dollars that could be returned to consumers under the Ohio Supreme Court's recent decision upholding the
agency. The Public Utilities Commission of Ohio (PUCO) has made Suburban Natural Gas Co.'s customer charge refundable as of the
Sept. 21, 2021 ruling and ordered OCC and Suburban to address which part of its 4.9-mile pipeline extension is indeed "used and
useful" -- the statutory standard for all utility charges under R.C. 4909.15(A)(1). The Court pointed out last month that PUCO can only
apply the law, not make it, and faulted the commission for applying a "prudency" test rather than the used-and-useful standard for
the new gas pipeline.
WORKFORCE
Lt. Gov. Jon Husted announced Tuesday that the August round of the TechCred program -- the 10th since it was launched in 2019 -had led to funding approval for 267 employers and 2,400 tech credentials. This included 109 employers that are participating in the
reimbursement program for the first time. This brings program totals to 1,525 employers and 29,272 credentials. The 11th application
round is already underway through Friday, Oct. 29.

actionTRACK - Hannah News Service, Inc.
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Matthew Paul Akers
Eric Green
Quarantine and Isolation in HB244
Thursday, July 8, 2021 10:16:00 AM
image001.png
hb244 06 EN.pdf

Hi Eric,
Initially, I see that HB 244 (which DeWine has not signed or vetoed yet (but will have to do so
soon) mentions quarantine and isolation:

Summary of HB 244: To amend section 3701.13 and to enact sections
3301.601, 3301.65, and 3792.04 of the Revised Code regarding
technology-based educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of,
military children; regarding public schools, state institutions of higher
education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and
discrimination; and regarding the authority of the Ohio Department of
Health over matters of quarantine and isolation
The whole bill is attached.

And here is a Gongwer article on the bill that also mentions quarantining:

Vaccine, Quarantine Language Added To Student Enrollment
Bill
A proposal aimed at making it easier for children of military members to enroll in school picked up
two controversial pandemic-inspired amendments Monday on its way to Gov. Mike DeWine's desk.
The Senate voted along party lines to pass the measure (HB 244) after adding language preventing
public school and state colleges from requiring students to receive vaccines that have not been fully
approved by the Food and Drug Administration to take classes or play sports. Citing concerns with
that provision, House Democrats later voted against concurrence, however the bill was finalized on a
61-34 vote.
Another revision prevents individuals from being quarantined for more than 48 hours after arriving
in Ohio from a country designated by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention as under
highest threat level due to a contagious disease. Only the state Department of Health would have
quarantine power under the change.
Sen. Andy Brenner (R-Delaware), who offered the former amendment, said it would not affect
existing vaccine requirements for diseases such as polio, mumps and chicken pox.
"Parents in consultation with personal doctors have the right to make decisions about their children,
especially for vaccinations that are not fully improved by the FDA," he said.
Sen. Teresa Fedor (D-Toledo) accused majority lawmakers of playing political games with the health
of the state's students.
"We need to be levelheaded and must be guided by science," she said. 'These amendments are not
based in science but instead they're politically posturing for the next election."
Senate President Matt Huffman (R-Lima) defended the language after the vote, arguing the
legislature needed to act to prevent a patchwork of differing vaccine requirements from being
implemented at public schools and universities across the state in the fall.
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"We know that the vaccine can affect children in adverse ways, so the simple fact is that decision
needs to be decided by their parents and by their family," he said.
Sen. Rob McColley (R-Napoleon), who offered the other amendment, said the change would also
require ODH to provide transportation, lodging, food and other necessities to individuals required to
quarantine.
Sen. Fedor criticized the amendment as not germane to the bill and unnecessarily partisan.
"I'm hopeful that the governor will do due diligence and veto this bill, unfortunately," she said.
The underlying bill, which cleared the House unanimously in May, would require school districts to
allow children of active-duty military members who relocate to Ohio to apply for enrollment even if
they are not yet district residents. Rep. Andrea White (R-Kettering) focused on that language in
urging the House to concur.
Rep. Allison Russo (D-Upper Arlington) called the Senate's pandemic-related language "an attack on
our vaccination efforts here in Ohio."
She railed on the majority's continuing efforts to restrict mandatory vaccines by private businesses,
saying they only serve to "validate the dangerous information propagated by anti-vaccine groups."
Rep. Al Cutrona (R-Canfield) pushed back on those criticisms, saying the bill provides carve-outs for
medical colleges and is absent any opposition aside from Democrats.
He noted the COVID-19 vaccines have yet to be fully approved by the FDA.
Along with finalizing the two-year state budget (see separate story), the Senate also voted
unanimously to back a House amendment to a less controversial measure (SB 126) establishing
stiffer penalties for certain offenses related to hazing. The lower chamber passed the bill Friday after
excising language that seemed to impose liability on the parents of the victim of hazing. (See
Gongwer Ohio Report, June 25, 2021)
Sponsor Sen. Stephanie Kunze (R-Hilliard) said the provisions removed from the bill were remnants
from an earlier version of the measure that included language affecting K-12 schools. She said it was
the intent of the sponsors of SB126 to focus on higher education.
"We also do not want to unintentionally punish parents of a hazing victim," she said.

Matthew P. Akers, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President for Government Relations
Associate Director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics
The University of Akron
Buchtel Hall 217
Akron, OH 44325-4702
Office: 330.972.4933
Mobile: 330.416.1988
Email: akers1@uakron.edu
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(134th General Assembly)
(Amended House Bill Number 244)

AN ACT
To amend section 3701.13 and to enact sections 3301.601, 3301.65, and 3792.04 of
the Revised Code regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and
the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state institutions of
higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination;
and regarding the authority of the Ohio Department of Health over matters of
quarantine and isolation.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That section 3701.13 be amended and sections 3301.601, 3301.65, and 3792.04 of
the Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:
Sec. 3301.601. (A) "Children of military families," "local education agencies," "military
installation," and "transition" have the same meanings as in section 3301.60 of the Revised Code.
(B) In order to minimize disruptions, local education agencies shall permit children of
military families to participate in technology-based educational opportunities when those students'
families receive permanent change of station orders to or within the state to transition from one
military installation to another. Local education agencies also shall permit such students to participate
in technology-based opportunities when those students' families receive permanent change of station
orders out of the state until such time as the students are enrolled in the schools of a new local
education agency.
Sec. 3301.65. (A) In order to implement the provisions of sections 3301.60 and 3301.601 of
the Revised Code, a school district board of education shall permit the school-aged child of a
member of the uniformed services who is relocating to or within the state on active duty and who is
not a resident of the district during the enrollment period to apply for enrollment in a school in the
district in the same manner and at the same time as students residing in the district.
(B) A school district shall accept applications under this section by electronic means for
enrollment, including enrollment in a specific school or program within the school district.
(C) The parent or guardian of a student enrolled in accordance with this section shall provide
proof of residence in the school district within ten days after establishing residence in the district. All
of the following are acceptable forms of residency for purposes of this division:
(1) A temporary on-base billeting facility;
(2) A purchased or leased home or apartment;
(3) Federal government or public-private venture off-base military housing.
Sec. 3701.13. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Isolation" means the separation of one or more individuals who have been medically
diagnosed with a communicable or contagious disease from other individuals who have not been
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medically diagnosed with the disease.
(2) "Quarantine" means the separation or restriction of movement of one or more individuals
who have come into direct contact with someone who has been medically diagnosed with a
communicable or contagious disease.
(B)(1) The department of health shall have supervision of all matters relating to the
preservation of the life and health of the people and have authority in matters of quarantine and
isolation, which it may declare and enforce, when neither exists, and modify, relax, or abolish, when
either has been established.
(2) Under the authority described in division (B)(1) of this section, the department may
require an individual traveling to this state from another country for which the centers for disease
control and prevention has issued the highest level of travel health notice due to an outbreak of
communicable or contagious disease in that country, and the notice is in effect at the time of arrival
in this state from that country, to quarantine or isolate for a period of up to forty-eight hours from
arrival, regardless of whether the individual has been medically diagnosed with or come into direct
contact with an individual who has been medically diagnosed with that disease.
If the department requires an individual to quarantine or isolate under division (B)(2) of this
section, the department shall provide the individual with transportation, lodging, food, and any
necessary medical examination, testing, or treatment related to the communicable or contagious
disease during that period.
(3) The authority of the department of health under this section is superior to the authority of
a board of health of a city or general health district or the authority having the duties of a board of
health under section 3709.05 of the Revised Code.
(2) (4) The department may approve methods of immunization against the diseases specified
in section 3313.671 of the Revised Code for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of that section
and take such actions as are necessary to encourage vaccination against those diseases.
(C) Subject to section 101.36 of the Revised Code, the department may make special or
standing orders or rules for preventing the spread of contagious or infectious diseases.
(D) In addition to the authority granted by division (C)(1) (C) of this section, the department
may make special or standing orders or rules for any of the following purposes:
(1) To prevent the use of fluoroscopes for nonmedical purposes that emit doses of radiation
likely to be harmful to any person;
(2) To govern the receipt and conveyance of remains of deceased persons;
(3) To address such other sanitary matters as are best controlled by a general rule.
(E) Whenever possible, the department shall work in cooperation with the health
commissioner of a general or city health district.
In any of the following circumstances, the department may make and enforce orders in local
matters or reassign substantive authority for mandatory programs from a general or city health
district to another general or city health district: when an emergency exists, when the board of health
of a general or city health district has neglected or refused to act with sufficient promptness or
efficiency, or when such board has not been established as provided by sections 3709.02, 3709.03,
3709.05, 3709.06, 3709.11, 3709.12, and 3709.14 of the Revised Code. In such cases, the necessary
expense incurred shall be paid by the general health district or city for which the services are
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rendered.
The department of health may require general or city health districts to enter into agreements
for shared services under section 9.482 of the Revised Code. The department shall prepare and offer
to boards of health a model contract and memorandum of understanding that are easily adaptable for
use by boards of health when entering into shared services agreements. The department also may
offer financial and other technical assistance to boards of health to encourage the sharing of services.
As a condition precedent to receiving funding from the department of health, the director of
health may require general or city health districts to apply for accreditation by July 1, 2018, and be
accredited by July 1, 2020, by an accreditation body approved by the director. The director of health,
by July 1, 2016, shall conduct an evaluation of general and city health district preparation for
accreditation, including an evaluation of each district's reported public health quality indicators as
provided for in section 3701.98 of the Revised Code.
(F) The department may make evaluative studies of the nutritional status of Ohio residents,
and of the food and nutrition-related programs operating within the state. Every agency of the state,
at the request of the department, shall provide information and otherwise assist in the execution of
such studies.
Sec. 3792.04. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Public school" means any of the following: a city, local, exempted village, or joint
vocational school district; community school established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code;
STEM school established under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code; or college-preparatory boarding
school established under Chapter 3328. of the Revised Code.
(2) "State institution of higher education" has the same meaning as in section 3345.011 of the
Revised Code.
(B) Notwithstanding any conflicting provision of the Revised Code, a public school or state
institution of higher education shall not do either of the following:
(1) Require an individual to receive a vaccine for which the United States food and drug
administration has not granted full approval;
(2) Discriminate against an individual who has not received a vaccine described in division
(B)(1) of this section, including by requiring the individual to engage in or refrain from engaging in
activities or precautions that differ from the activities or precautions of an individual who has
received such a vaccine.
(C) This section does not apply to a hospital or other health care facility that is owned or
operated by, or affiliated with, a state institution of higher education.
SECTION 2. That existing section 3701.13 of the Revised Code is hereby repealed.
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Speaker ___________________ of the House of Representatives.

President ___________________ of the Senate.

Passed ________________________, 20____

Approved ________________________, 20____

Governor.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director, Legislative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the ____
day of ___________, A. D. 20____.

Secretary of State.

File No. _________

Effective Date ___________________

PRR22-03-08-297 000254

From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Eric Green
Wayne R Hill
Matthew Paul Akers; Gary L. Miller; Tammy Ewin
RE: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 6:05:00 PM

Thank you Matt.  
On Jul 14, 2021 5:53 PM, Wayne R Hill <whill@uakron.edu> wrote:
Thx.
From: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 5:07 PM
To: Gary L. Miller <GaryMiller@UAkron.edu>; Wayne R Hill <whill@uakron.edu>; Eric Green
<egreen1@uakron.edu>; Tammy Ewin <tewin@uakron.edu>
Subject: Fwd: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates

FYI
Get Outlook for iOS
From: IUC-GRR <iuc-grr-bounces+akers1=uakron.edu@lists.osu.edu> on behalf of Suver,
Mike via IUC-GRR <iuc-grr@lists.osu.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 4:50 PM
To: iuc-grr@lists.service.ohio-state.edu; iucmedia@lists.service.ohio-state.edu
Subject: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine
Mandates

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
Hello everyone,

Governor DeWine has just signed HB244, the prohibit vaccine mandate bill. Today was the
last day to act before the bill became law without his signature, but the Governor opted to
sign it. It will take effect in 90 days.  

Mike
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Get Outlook for Android
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Wayne R Hill
Matthew Paul Akers; Gary L. Miller; Eric Green; Tammy Ewin
RE: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates
Wednesday, July 14, 2021 5:53:32 PM

Thx.

From: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 5:07 PM
To: Gary L. Miller <GaryMiller@UAkron.edu>; Wayne R Hill <whill@uakron.edu>; Eric Green
<egreen1@uakron.edu>; Tammy Ewin <tewin@uakron.edu>
Subject: Fwd: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates

FYI
Get Outlook for iOS
From: IUC-GRR <iuc-grr-bounces+akers1=uakron.edu@lists.osu.edu> on behalf of Suver, Mike
via IUC-GRR <iuc-grr@lists.osu.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, July 14, 2021 4:50 PM
To: iuc-grr@lists.service.ohio-state.edu; iucmedia@lists.service.ohio-state.edu
Subject: [IUC-GRR] DeWine Signs HB244 Prohibiting Public School, College Vaccine Mandates
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
Hello everyone,
Governor DeWine has just signed HB244, the prohibit vaccine mandate bill. Today was the
last day to act before the bill became law without his signature, but the Governor opted to sign
it. It will take effect in 90 days.  
Mike
Get Outlook for Android

PRR22-03-08-297 000257

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Matthew Paul Akers
Suver, Mike
Re: Governors call with IUC Preisdents
Tuesday, July 6, 2021 12:52:29 PM

Got it—thanks.
Get Outlook for iOS
From: Suver, Mike <suver.1@osu.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 12:52:01 PM
To: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Subject: RE: Governors call with IUC Preisdents

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of The University of Akron.
I don’t know exactly. Since he hasn’t signed it yet, it may be something to do with that.
From: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 12:51 PM
To: Suver, Mike <suver.1@osu.edu>
Subject: Governors call with IUC Preisdents
Hi Mike,
Do you know what the call with the Governor is about tonight? I mean I know it’s about HB244, but
what exactly?
Thanks,
Matt
Get Outlook for iOS

PRR22-03-08-297 000258

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Gary L. Miller
Matthew Paul Akers; Wayne R Hill; Tammy Ewin; Maria Celeste Cook
Re: HB244
Wednesday, August 25, 2021 8:45:20 AM
image001.png

Yep saw it. Did you learn anything last night.
Get Outlook for iOS
From: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 8:39:54 AM
To: Gary L. Miller <GaryMiller@UAkron.edu>; Wayne R Hill <whill@uakron.edu>; Tammy Ewin
<tewin@uakron.edu>; Maria Celeste Cook <mcook@uakron.edu>
Subject: HB244

Hello,
I thought you might be interested in today’s Gongwer article that discusses how HB244 is now
basically moot and OSU’s mandate.
Matt

OSU Mandates Vaccines As FDA Approval Renders Bill's Ban
Moot
The Monday approval of Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine by federal regulators means the limits that
legislators imposed on schools and colleges will likely have little impact when they take effect in
October.
Just one day after that development, Ohio State University announced it would require all students
and employees to be immunized against the virus.
"The university is taking this step because vaccines are the safest and most effective form of
protection against COVID-19," OSU President Kristina Johnson wrote in a message to students and
staff. "We are focused on enhancing the health and safety of our community. This step will increase
our ability to support our students in continuing their educational experiences as well as help
protect our current and the state's future workforce."
The school's deadline for individuals to get at least one dose of a vaccine is Oct. 15. For those
receiving two shots, the deadline for the second dose is Nov. 15.
Ms. Johnson wrote that the vaccination schedule does not change the school's guidance on facial
coverings.
"Masks also continue to be an effective tool at combating the spread of COVID-19," she said. "That is
why we are implementing our vaccine requirement with urgency as well as continuing our protocol
to require everyone to wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination status.
In June, the General Assembly enacted a provision blocking schools and state universities from
mandating immunizations not fully approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration as part of a
late amendment to a measure dealing with school enrollment for military families (HB 244 Tracked).
Gov. Mike DeWine signed the bill in mid-July out of support for the underlying language, with a
spokesman saying at the time that COVID-19 vaccines would likely be approved before the effective
date in mid-October. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, July 14, 2021)
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That's exactly what happened, at least for the Pfizer vaccine. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, August 23,
2021)
"Our understanding would be that for the vaccine that received the full FDA approval, the issue is
moot," Dan Tierney, a spokesman for Gov. DeWine, said in an interview.
"We always expected this would probably happen before the bill was effective," he added.
The FDA's approval only covers the administration of the vaccine for those 16 and older. For those
aged 12 to 15, it is still available only under an emergency use authorization.
Mr. Tierney said the bill also prohibited schools from treating individuals who have received an
experimental vaccine differently from those who have not.
"Because there is now FDA approval, what this does is allows them to go back to what it was, which
there are a lot of CDC recommendations that have one set of rules for the vaccinated and one set of
rules for the unvaccinated," he said.
If the vaccine had not received full approval, what likely would have happened is that stricter
restrictions such as masking and social distancing requirements would have been imposed on
everyone regardless of vaccination status, rather than nobody facing restrictions, he said.
"Our analysis was always that institutions were more likely to keep any guidelines for the
unvaccinated and apply those to the vaccinated," he said.
The Pfizer approval also moots language the House added to a bill (SB 111 Track) late in June that
would have prohibited public or private entities from requiring individuals to receive experimental
vaccines. The Senate never took up that measure for concurrence, and the underlying appropriation
of federal American Rescue Plan Act funds was included in another bill that passed both chambers
and earned Gov. DeWine's signature. (See Gongwer Ohio Report, June 24, 2021)
Other vaccine bills pending in the legislature aren't dependent on the shot being considered
experimental.
The most prominent measure (HB 248 Track), which received a hearing in the House Health Track
Committee Tuesday (see separate story), applies to all vaccines, not just those for COVID-19 and
including those long approved by the FDA.
Another measure (HB 350 Track) to prohibit mandatory COVID-19 vaccinations, which is pending in
the House Civil Justice Track Committee, would cover all vaccinations against the coronavirus but not
other vaccines.

Matthew P. Akers, Ph.D.
Special Assistant to the President for Government Relations
Associate Director of the Ray C. Bliss Institute of Applied Politics
The University of Akron
Buchtel Hall 217
Akron, OH 44325-4702
Office: 330.972.4933
Mobile: 330.416.1988
Email: akers1@uakron.edu

PRR22-03-08-297 000260

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:
Attachments:

Matthew Paul Akers
Gary L. Miller
RE: Phone Call with Governor DeWine and IUC Presidents This Evening
Tuesday, July 6, 2021 2:38:00 PM
image001.png

I’m supposed to talk with Jim Bennett at 3 about this—I’ll let you know what I find out.
Matt
From: Matthew Paul Akers
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 2:02 PM
To: Gary L. Miller <garymiller@uakron.edu>
Subject: RE: Phone Call with Governor DeWine and IUC Presidents This Evening
Hi Dr. Miller,
I’m still looking for more information (checked in with IUC, Chancellor’s office, and Lisa Dodge) about
the specific content of this evening’s call. As you know, the Governor has not signed this bill yet . . .
perhaps he is going to talk with the presidents about this decision not to sign or to sign it—or
perhaps he is looking for input and feedback on the bill. At this morning’s press conference
regarding his signing of SB126 (Collin’s Law), a reporter asked him about HB244—whether he would
sign it--and DeWine would not answer the question. I will keep trying to find out more information,
but I’ve attached a summary of the bill below, and I’ve attached the latest text (the portion dealing
with higher ed is on page 3).
Thanks,
Matt
a. HB 244: Military Children (White, A., Lampton, B.) Regarding technology-based
educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children. This bill was
used as a vehicle for a vaccine amendment pertaining to public schools and state
institutions of higher education. The language is below:
                                                               i.      Notwithstanding any conflicting provision of the Revised Code, a public
school or state institution of higher education shall not do either of the
following:(1) Require an individual to receive a vaccine for which the United
States food and drug administration has not granted full approval;(2)
Discriminate against an individual who has not received a vaccine described
in division (B)(1) of this section, including by requiring the individual to
engage in or refrain from engaging in activities or precautions that differ
from the activities or precautions of an individual who has received such a
vaccine.
                                                             ii.      This is the version that will go to the Governor for his signature. There is
no emergency clause, so it will take effect 90 days from his signing.

From: Gary L. Miller <GaryMiller@UAkron.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 11:48 AM
To: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Subject: FW: Phone Call with Governor DeWine and IUC Presidents This Evening
Importance: High
Matt,
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Do you know what this is about? I will be on the call….just look for some intelligence.
g
From: Kristin A Brummond <brummon@uakron.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 11:45 AM
To: Gary L. Miller <GaryMiller@UAkron.edu>
Cc: Wayne R Hill <whill@uakron.edu>
Subject: Phone Call with Governor DeWine and IUC Presidents This Evening
Importance: High
Hi Dr. Miller,
In follow-up to our text exchange, below is the information about the 6 p.m. phone call today (5
p.m. your time) with Governor DeWine. The calendar invite is accepted on your calendar; you have
to scroll down to see the dial-in number.
The Governor has requested a call for this evening at 6pm, with the IUC Presidents regarding
HB 244, vaccination bill. Below is the information for the call. Please make every effort to
attend this call. There will be no subs for this call but we understand if you are not able to
attend due to the late notice.
Call in (audio only)
+1 614-721-2972,,587028747# United States, Columbus
Phone Conference ID: 587 028 747#

Thank you,
Kristin
Kristin A. Brummond
Executive Administrative Coordinator
Office of the President
The University of Akron
Akron, OH 44325-4702
brummon@uakron.edu | 330-972-7869
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Hi Dr. Miller,
I’m still looking for more information (checked in with IUC, Chancellor’s office, and Lisa Dodge) about
the specific content of this evening’s call. As you know, the Governor has not signed this bill yet . . .
perhaps he is going to talk with the presidents about this decision not to sign or to sign it—or
perhaps he is looking for input and feedback on the bill. At this morning’s press conference
regarding his signing of SB126 (Collin’s Law), a reporter asked him about HB244—whether he would
sign it--and DeWine would not answer the question. I will keep trying to find out more information,
but I’ve attached a summary of the bill below, and I’ve attached the latest text (the portion dealing
with higher ed is on page 3).
Thanks,
Matt
a. HB 244: Military Children (White, A., Lampton, B.) Regarding technology-based
educational opportunities for, and the enrollment of, military children. This bill was
used as a vehicle for a vaccine amendment pertaining to public schools and state
institutions of higher education. The language is below:
i.      Notwithstanding any conflicting provision of the Revised Code, a public
school or state institution of higher education shall not do either of the
following:(1) Require an individual to receive a vaccine for which the United
States food and drug administration has not granted full approval;(2)
Discriminate against an individual who has not received a vaccine described
in division (B)(1) of this section, including by requiring the individual to
engage in or refrain from engaging in activities or precautions that differ
from the activities or precautions of an individual who has received such a
vaccine.
                                                             ii.      This is the version that will go to the Governor for his signature. There is
no emergency clause, so it will take effect 90 days from his signing.
                                                              

From: Gary L. Miller <GaryMiller@UAkron.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 11:48 AM
To: Matthew Paul Akers <akers1@uakron.edu>
Subject: FW: Phone Call with Governor DeWine and IUC Presidents This Evening
Importance: High
Matt,
Do you know what this is about? I will be on the call….just look for some intelligence.
g
From: Kristin A Brummond <brummon@uakron.edu>
Sent: Tuesday, July 6, 2021 11:45 AM

PRR22-03-08-297 000263

To: Gary L. Miller <GaryMiller@UAkron.edu>
Cc: Wayne R Hill <whill@uakron.edu>
Subject: Phone Call with Governor DeWine and IUC Presidents This Evening
Importance: High
Hi Dr. Miller,
In follow-up to our text exchange, below is the information about the 6 p.m. phone call today (5
p.m. your time) with Governor DeWine. The calendar invite is accepted on your calendar; you have
to scroll down to see the dial-in number.
The Governor has requested a call for this evening at 6pm, with the IUC Presidents regarding
HB 244, vaccination bill. Below is the information for the call. Please make every effort to
attend this call. There will be no subs for this call but we understand if you are not able to
attend due to the late notice.
Call in (audio only)
+1 614-721-2972,,587028747# United States, Columbus
Phone Conference ID: 587 028 747#

Thank you,
Kristin
Kristin A. Brummond
Executive Administrative Coordinator
Office of the President
The University of Akron
Akron, OH 44325-4702
brummon@uakron.edu | 330-972-7869
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(134th General Assembly)
(Amended House Bill Number 244)

AN ACT
To amend section 3701.13 and to enact sections 3301.601, 3301.65, and 3792.04 of
the Revised Code regarding technology-based educational opportunities for, and
the enrollment of, military children; regarding public schools, state institutions of
higher education, and prohibitions on mandatory vaccinations and discrimination;
and regarding the authority of the Ohio Department of Health over matters of
quarantine and isolation.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:
SECTION 1. That section 3701.13 be amended and sections 3301.601, 3301.65, and 3792.04 of
the Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:
Sec. 3301.601. (A) "Children of military families," "local education agencies," "military
installation," and "transition" have the same meanings as in section 3301.60 of the Revised Code.
(B) In order to minimize disruptions, local education agencies shall permit children of
military families to participate in technology-based educational opportunities when those students'
families receive permanent change of station orders to or within the state to transition from one
military installation to another. Local education agencies also shall permit such students to participate
in technology-based opportunities when those students' families receive permanent change of station
orders out of the state until such time as the students are enrolled in the schools of a new local
education agency.
Sec. 3301.65. (A) In order to implement the provisions of sections 3301.60 and 3301.601 of
the Revised Code, a school district board of education shall permit the school-aged child of a
member of the uniformed services who is relocating to or within the state on active duty and who is
not a resident of the district during the enrollment period to apply for enrollment in a school in the
district in the same manner and at the same time as students residing in the district.
(B) A school district shall accept applications under this section by electronic means for
enrollment, including enrollment in a specific school or program within the school district.
(C) The parent or guardian of a student enrolled in accordance with this section shall provide
proof of residence in the school district within ten days after establishing residence in the district. All
of the following are acceptable forms of residency for purposes of this division:
(1) A temporary on-base billeting facility;
(2) A purchased or leased home or apartment;
(3) Federal government or public-private venture off-base military housing.
Sec. 3701.13. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Isolation" means the separation of one or more individuals who have been medically
diagnosed with a communicable or contagious disease from other individuals who have not been
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medically diagnosed with the disease.
(2) "Quarantine" means the separation or restriction of movement of one or more individuals
who have come into direct contact with someone who has been medically diagnosed with a
communicable or contagious disease.
(B)(1) The department of health shall have supervision of all matters relating to the
preservation of the life and health of the people and have authority in matters of quarantine and
isolation, which it may declare and enforce, when neither exists, and modify, relax, or abolish, when
either has been established.
(2) Under the authority described in division (B)(1) of this section, the department may
require an individual traveling to this state from another country for which the centers for disease
control and prevention has issued the highest level of travel health notice due to an outbreak of
communicable or contagious disease in that country, and the notice is in effect at the time of arrival
in this state from that country, to quarantine or isolate for a period of up to forty-eight hours from
arrival, regardless of whether the individual has been medically diagnosed with or come into direct
contact with an individual who has been medically diagnosed with that disease.
If the department requires an individual to quarantine or isolate under division (B)(2) of this
section, the department shall provide the individual with transportation, lodging, food, and any
necessary medical examination, testing, or treatment related to the communicable or contagious
disease during that period.
(3) The authority of the department of health under this section is superior to the authority of
a board of health of a city or general health district or the authority having the duties of a board of
health under section 3709.05 of the Revised Code.
(2) (4) The department may approve methods of immunization against the diseases specified
in section 3313.671 of the Revised Code for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of that section
and take such actions as are necessary to encourage vaccination against those diseases.
(C) Subject to section 101.36 of the Revised Code, the department may make special or
standing orders or rules for preventing the spread of contagious or infectious diseases.
(D) In addition to the authority granted by division (C)(1) (C) of this section, the department
may make special or standing orders or rules for any of the following purposes:
(1) To prevent the use of fluoroscopes for nonmedical purposes that emit doses of radiation
likely to be harmful to any person;
(2) To govern the receipt and conveyance of remains of deceased persons;
(3) To address such other sanitary matters as are best controlled by a general rule.
(E) Whenever possible, the department shall work in cooperation with the health
commissioner of a general or city health district.
In any of the following circumstances, the department may make and enforce orders in local
matters or reassign substantive authority for mandatory programs from a general or city health
district to another general or city health district: when an emergency exists, when the board of health
of a general or city health district has neglected or refused to act with sufficient promptness or
efficiency, or when such board has not been established as provided by sections 3709.02, 3709.03,
3709.05, 3709.06, 3709.11, 3709.12, and 3709.14 of the Revised Code. In such cases, the necessary
expense incurred shall be paid by the general health district or city for which the services are
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rendered.
The department of health may require general or city health districts to enter into agreements
for shared services under section 9.482 of the Revised Code. The department shall prepare and offer
to boards of health a model contract and memorandum of understanding that are easily adaptable for
use by boards of health when entering into shared services agreements. The department also may
offer financial and other technical assistance to boards of health to encourage the sharing of services.
As a condition precedent to receiving funding from the department of health, the director of
health may require general or city health districts to apply for accreditation by July 1, 2018, and be
accredited by July 1, 2020, by an accreditation body approved by the director. The director of health,
by July 1, 2016, shall conduct an evaluation of general and city health district preparation for
accreditation, including an evaluation of each district's reported public health quality indicators as
provided for in section 3701.98 of the Revised Code.
(F) The department may make evaluative studies of the nutritional status of Ohio residents,
and of the food and nutrition-related programs operating within the state. Every agency of the state,
at the request of the department, shall provide information and otherwise assist in the execution of
such studies.
Sec. 3792.04. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Public school" means any of the following: a city, local, exempted village, or joint
vocational school district; community school established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code;
STEM school established under Chapter 3326. of the Revised Code; or college-preparatory boarding
school established under Chapter 3328. of the Revised Code.
(2) "State institution of higher education" has the same meaning as in section 3345.011 of the
Revised Code.
(B) Notwithstanding any conflicting provision of the Revised Code, a public school or state
institution of higher education shall not do either of the following:
(1) Require an individual to receive a vaccine for which the United States food and drug
administration has not granted full approval;
(2) Discriminate against an individual who has not received a vaccine described in division
(B)(1) of this section, including by requiring the individual to engage in or refrain from engaging in
activities or precautions that differ from the activities or precautions of an individual who has
received such a vaccine.
(C) This section does not apply to a hospital or other health care facility that is owned or
operated by, or affiliated with, a state institution of higher education.
SECTION 2. That existing section 3701.13 of the Revised Code is hereby repealed.
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Speaker ___________________ of the House of Representatives.

President ___________________ of the Senate.

Passed ________________________, 20____

Approved ________________________, 20____

Governor.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director, Legislative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the ____
day of ___________, A. D. 20____.

Secretary of State.

File No. _________

Effective Date ___________________
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Colleagues,
Attached is the social media feedback document gathered so far as well as the most recent FAQs
with additions based on calls (50+) received via the call center today.
Generally speaking, the majority of students seem pleased with the vaccination requirement
decision. Those who are less than pleased tend to be parents and some alumni.
We will continue to add to both documents as the week progresses.
Thanks,
Tammy
Tammy Ewin
Vice President
Chief Communication and Marketing Officer
The University of Akron
Buchtel Hall 53
Akron, Ohio 44325
Office: 330-972-5766
Mobile: 330-697-7141
Email: tewin@uakron.edu
She/Her/Hers

This email and any attachments thereto are intended only for the use by the addressee(s) named
herein and may contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient of this email, you are hereby notified that any distribution or copying of this
email, and any attachments thereto, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error,
please immediately notify me by any contact information provided above and permanently delete
the original. Thank you.
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Vaccine Requirement Announcement – Social Media Responses
Trends:
•

Majority of students seem to be pleased with the decision. The ones who are upset are primarily
parents or older alumni/community members.

•

This is financially motivated. UA waited to collect our tuition money and then announced this
decision.

•

Will students who don’t want to be vaxxed be allowed to attend 100% online?

•

Will students who want to drop out/transfer be refunded tuition?

•

Confusion about whether or not Pfizer is actually FDA approved (new brand name Comirnaty)

Sunday, Aug. 29
Twitter:
•

Come on @Pres_Rogers [BGSU], show some guts and require vaccinations for all students and
staff.

•

Proud alumni here! Thank you for following the science, Akron!

•

Great choice! I hope more schools follow suit.

Facebook:
•

As it should be! Hope they stick to their guns and don't cave
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•

Yeah, require a vaccine that still lets you get the 99.6% survival rate virus. That makes a lot of
sense

•

So does this mean I have to get the vaccine if I want to start next fall?

•

Ridiculous

•

Thank you for thinking of the safety of our children.

•

Hey look, our god-kings have a new mandate

•

Will remote learning be available to students who do not want to get the vaccine? They don't
require students to get the flu vaccine so why this one?

•

Congrats in the dropping of enrollment, and the leaving of currently enrolled.....

•

nope we will be looking for you a new school. �

Parent Group - Facebook:
•

Thought this might happen

Saturday, Aug. 28
Twitter:
•

Proud to be a #Zips

PRR22-03-08-297 000272

•

So anti American. I hope they sue your ass

•

How dare a public university that takes tax payer money start mandating the new vaccines and
segregating who they will teach, train & do business with. Absolute disgrace to the community
you claim to represent. Disgusted.

•

Schools shouldn't require students to be vaccinated they aren't paid to be there they pay you
for their education this seems like an assult on students rights to deny a vaccine
o Any school can require anything they want for you to attend classes. You don't have a
right to deny a vaccine. It's FDA approved, there's no excuse now
o Every college and university in the US already requires students be fully vaccinated and
to provide evidence of it. This just adds Covid-19 to the required vaccines. Why are
people so ignorant?

•

Great - but why wait till December?

•

Stop the Mandates!!!

•

Will those vials read “Comirnaty” since that was what was “ApPrOveD”. If not, it is still under a
E.U.A..

•

December 13?? Why is the deadline half a year into the school year? Vaccines are available at
any corner drug store. There is no reason for students to take 3 months to comply.

•

Horrible decision. I’ll make sure as an alumni that NONE of my hard earned dollars make it back
to the university in any capacity as long as this is policy.

•

Akron AAUP: Pfizer vaccine has been FDA approved. This is a game changer! Please get
vaccinated fir yourself and those around you. Go Zips!

•

Trust. The. Science. #ScienceIsReal
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•

Their mascot name may be dumb, but their COVID policies aren’t, @penn_state.

•

Proud of my alma mater today! Thanks for caring about your students, staff, and the
surrounding community!
o Medical tyranny is now “caring”. Noted Can’t wait for them to MANDATE ALL OTHER
VACCINES - and discriminate EQUALLY, against all those who don’t get flu shots, or any
other random vaccine. Definitely want them to REGULARLY test people for STD’s, flu, TB,
strep throat, etc

•

Yes!!

•

All should be forced to get shots! Save this planet!

•

Can you please explain how your website currently says no vaccines- for anything are required.
But now you require this when you already have a mask mandate?

•

Well done!

•

Lucky for us that the FDA has never approved a dangerous drug and had to retract its
authorization before. I’m off to take my Fen Phen and Bextra now.

•

Good. Now they have a better chance at having a Goodyear.
o Hope @uakron gets hit with a class action lawsuit!

•

Another university requiring vaccination ... by December. That's 4 months from now; hopefully
Delta can wait until then to strike #Ohio.

•

Yes! Makes me feel a lot better as faculty in the f2f classroom!

Facebook:
•

So is the University only offering Pfizer vaccines since they are the only one approved?
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o

No. From the "Details" link in their own announcement: "We have partnered with
Klein’s Pharmacy to offer the Johnson & Johnson one-dose vaccines at no out-of-pocket
expense from 8 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday at Quaker Square. No
reservation is required. You should bring your Zip Card, a state I.D. card (driver's license)
and a private insurance card, if you have one."

•

We are going to start a protest Sept 10th Let's tell them how we feel
o so long as you’re off campus by Dec. 13th, go off. Viva la Revolution or whatever

•

Great choice, Zips! �

•

Yes!!

•

Total horse crap!!! How about freedom of choice?? This is nuts. I hope the students and faculty
refuse. You won’t have a business then!!!
o Let's ask "The Prince"
o if I might, how was their freedom of choice taken? And are we going to ignore you
acknowledging that it’s a business and thus entitled to setting such restrictions within
confines of the law?
o I’ll take that as you are unable to explain how their freedom was taken and that we are
going to ignore your acknowledgment of them being a business and the rights that
entitles them to. At least you tried with your nonsensical moral outrage and
unsubstantiated claims, good for you.

•

Whoa I thought college was supposed to be intelligent .. guess I was wrong… sorry for you loss
….. of money ��
o I don’t think someone who shared a post about vaccine injection sites being magnetic
can comment on what is or isn’t intelligent.

•

What happened to the mantra “my body my choice”? I guess it doesn’t fit the narrative now.
o because this decision can directly effect others. The other bit is you are conflicting an
argument between a parasite that can't live without you and a disease that is killing
people plural. This loses the my body "this" -> "that" my choice because this is not just
my body.
o not all science and medical professionals would agree with your assertion about the
efficacy of masks. FYI, I am vaccinated and possess graduate degrees X two so my
response to this mandate isn’t as an uneducated knee-jerk anti-vaxxer. The whole mask
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o
o

mandate is about control and groupthink and not about solid science. You continue to
wear your mask and do exactly as your “superiors” direct you if that makes you
comfortable, but don’t attempt to impose your personal belief system on me. This isn’t
about the vaccine, but the larger state of our democracy. If you’re too naïve to see that
there isn’t much more I can say.
so don't state knee-jerk counter-arguments. Remember argument fallacies because
there are about three in there. Your dissertation professors would call you out.
it’s still “my body, my choice” as you are free to choose not to take it and face no legal
repercussions, such as imprisonment or capital punishment. You tried though

•

Everyone commenting in favor of this, you All need to stop taking orders. Vax should be a
choice. This is not a pandemic. Over 99% survival rate. It now ranks #8 on the list for deaths in
this country. Sick and tired of these liberal universities. Can't wait until mid term elections. Your
time will soon run out.
o Everyone commenting opposed to this, you All need to stop with self-victimization. This
is a pandemic. Even with a survival rate between 97%-99.75%, 4.5 million people have
died and millions have to live with lifelong complications. It now ranks #3 cause of death
during the month of august in this country, after briefly being the 8th during the month
of July. So sick and tired of these misinformed right wing American conservatives. Can’t
wait until mid-term elections where nothing with happen because private organizations
are within their rights to set restrictions such as these. Your time will soon continue to
run as it’s a measurement of observing the existence of the universe.

•

Yikes this is embarrassing. Looks like I’ll get my Masters somewhere else.

•

This is stupid. My body my choice. The vaccine doesn’t prevent transmission it lessens the
effects when you get covid

•

then students should have to show negative aids and std test.

•

I’d like to see the same anti-vaxxers in this post go ballistic when their insurance rates go up.
���

•

Proud of UA for prioritizing the health and welfare of students, staff, and the surrounding
community. #gozips!
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•

If this policy change was based on FDA approval of the Pfizer vaccine, has the universityprovided vaccines switched to Pfizer or is this still accurate information? "We have partnered
with Klein’s Pharmacy to offer the Johnson & Johnson one-dose vaccines at no out-of-pocket
expense from 8 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday at Quaker Square. No
reservation is required. You should bring your Zip Card, a state I.D. card (driver's license) and a
private insurance card, if you have one."

•

I hope every student walks off campus to boycott the university! This is an atrocity and a
violation of basic human rights. This is an immoral violation of a private individuals rights to
make the decisions that are best for their own health. Not only is this immoral it is reprehensible
that you are ignoring the significant risks to the individuals that you are forcing to take a
dangerous “vaccine”. You as an institution should be ashamed of what you have become!!
o it’s not a violation of human rights, as access to private organizations is a privilege not a
right. They are also not forcing anyone to do anything. Everyone is free to choose not to
get the vaccine and go to another school.
o what's happening in Afghanistan (Saudi Arabia, Congo, Honduras...) is a violation of
basic human rights. What's happening at Akron U is not. Your opening statement proves
that...every student has the RIGHT to walk, boycott, yell, scream, get vaccinated. No
violation happening here. No one is forcing a needle in anyone's arm. Each and every
student has a choice and must live with the choice they make. That's life.
o I agree that what is happening in Afghanistan is awful, but in your own back yard you
are ok with a university taking away an individual’s right to make their own health
choices? No university or business has the right to take away an individual’s right to
decide if they want to have any kind of health procedure. What’s worse is that by
making this mandate, the university is ignoring the inherent of the vaccines. They have
an extremely high adverse event rate, higher than all of the other vaccines combined
over the last 30 years!! Are you willing to tell each of the people affected by the
mandate that they must put their health at risk? Who takes the liability for this?
o actually it is, this is coercion for the employees, students and contractors. The
Nuremberg codes prohibit this yet this is what is happening. What about the employees
and contractors…. What are they supposed to do, be forced to find other jobs?? It’s not
as black and white as you make it sound.
o it’s not a boycott if they don’t let you in. � Sad that the people most desperately in
need of an education soon won’t be able to get one. �
o go ahead and sue then, lol.
o I'm gonna go through this line by line to respond as I know things are not always as
coherent in Facebook discussions v face to face. The University is not taking away
anything. They are instating a policy, just like many other policies on campus that I'm
sure were "controversial" when first put in place. While the vaccine does decrease your
chance of contracting Covid, that is not why it's being mandated now that their is an
FDA approved option. The reason for such a push in vaccinating is to free up hospital
space, which is again at a premium. I would ask anyone refusing to be vaccinated if they
have spoken to their Doctor about the risks involved, has their Dr. told them they have
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an underlying condition or medication that could react adversely? Those people are out
there and cannot be vaccinated. The problem is, they are few and far between and put
at extreme risk by being in an open society where people are just choosing not to take
any precaution when it comes to protecting others. As for "adverse event rate," the site
we got our vaccines at was administering 800-1000 a day, we were in the 4th group
eligible to receive vaccine. (So three groups ahead of us by age/medical necessity)
Because my husband has had serious allergic reactions to medication in the past we
asked nurse administering what the rate had been at that location (and made sure my
husband was not getting Moderna shot, which was the one linked to anaphylaxis) Of
those THOUSANDS of shots that had been given, they had three people that had gone
into anaphylactic shock, all three were immediately treated and recovered. So I'm not
sure what you are referring to? Especially when hospitals across the country are
reporting that over 90% of patients being admitted with Covid are unvaccinated. As to
your next question, I am willing to ASK each and every person affected by the mandate
WHY they are refusing to be vaccinated. If the answer is, because it's a violation of my
civil liberties then my answer would be, very well that's your choice but you must now
leave campus. Choices/Actions have consequences. Living in a free society does not
mean living in a society without rules and responsibilities. Finally in response to your last
question about liability, I would only ask this, if you want the school to be liable if
someone reacts adversely to being vaccinated, who is liable when an outbreak that
could have been prevented happens? Are the unvaccinated willing to sign a release
saying they will decline medical treatment for a vaccinated individual if hospital beds are
at a premium? (Highly doubt it) Are the unvaccinated willing to OWN their choice and
follow the rules set in place by the University? (Awful lot of fake vaccination cards being
sold now) What is THEIR liability for their actions?

Parent Group - Facebook:
•

Necessary to stop the spread and to avoid another campus shutdown. Smart call!
o The vaccinated contract, spread, & sometimes die. Look at Israel. It's Ridiculous to
pretend the jab prevents spread, & that everyone has the same needs, or has same
situation. 99.99% of us can live just fine w the virus, w out the risks of the jabESPECIALLY those 18 to 50. Some of us have existing issues that the jab can place us at
great risk of being exacerbated or injured. Live and let live please

•

Thank you!

•

This is horrible! We're paying YOU money?!? We should have a right to decide what WE want!!!
It's our money! How dare you force an experimental "vaccine" on young adults, who have a
99.99% chance of surviving this virus?!? We should have a choice!!
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o

o

o

o
o
o

o
o
o

o
o
o
o
o

like I said they are stripping away the freedom of choice (of course after they have our
money for the first semester and the kids have a signed 1 yr lease agreements) These
parents that think this is a great idea just wait. There will be more freedoms ripped from
us and our kids and you won’t like what’s coming. But they will wait til we live in a
communist country before their eyes are open.
I agree with you. It should be a choice. Why is no one in fear of long term issues? Plenty
of medications have been approved and then pulled for horrific side effects. I'd like to
wait and see how this all plays out. We should have that freedom. Especially since it
doesn't matter if you get the "vaccine", you can still spread it! So this guilt trip of
"helping others" is bull.
My belief is that our children won’t see the side effects of this til they are ready to have
children of their own. Infertility? Who knows, could be a easy way for population
control. New types of birth defects? Who knows, could be an easy way to start up the
next money making medical challenge. But the FACT is who knows and it should be a
freedom of choice.
you have a choice. You can choose to withdraw as a student or get the vaccine.
that would have been nice to know before I gave them my money. The loans have been
done. Funny how that works.
unlike you, most likely, ...most of us probably have students who have invested several
years (& lots of money) of their college education at UA... they shouldn’t have to
withdraw & leave school to protect their bodies from getting poison injected into them.
UA is using the kind of manipulation/coercion that is often seen in abusive relationships.
UA knew they were going to make this decision way before this semester began! They
should have been upfront about it and given people the chance to make another choice
before they took everyone’s money.
my sister and I are Akron alum, and she just graduated this year. I still have friends that
attend. Everyone is thankful that this is happening so they can continue to go. You can
still withdraw your student and return loans. There’s a grace period
You follow rules everywhere you go. No pets in the grocery store, signing waivers before
you go rock climbing, etc. if you don’t like it, don’t go.
you are incorrect - as displayed in the entirety of this comment thread - that not
“everyone” is thankful for this happening. Thank God you and your sister are both done
with school therefore this situation and these decisions do not affect you like they do
the rest of us.
none of those rules include injecting an unknown substance in your body
Perhaps YOU will think differently when it’s a right that you feel passionate about. And
believe me more of our freedom raping is coming.
exactly! It's not like you can try it and decide you don't like it and take it out!
AMEN! Total BS
THAT'S not a "choice". THAT'S COERCION. A choice in the USA is "I'm living my life. All of
a sudden, there is a virus out there, that can be tough on people over 60 years old, or
who have comorbidities. There is a new treatment called mRNA, that MIGHT reduce my
chances of illness or death. . . .w 0 track record of longterm negative effects, &
significantly damages SOME people short term, ESPECIALLY the young & healthy. I think
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o

o

o
o

IT IS BEST FOR ME, TO CHOOSE TO TRY THIS DICE ROLL OF A "SOLUTION". THAT, MY
DEAR, IS A "CHOICE" WE ALL ARE IN OUR OWN SITUATION. ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL
Y’all are crazy and I hope you don’t catch it. I had it and it knocked me off my feet for
months. Who knows the long term effects of having the virus. I said everyone I knew still
attending school is happy with the decision. All of you are parents, so if my opinion
doesn’t matter, neither does yours. If it is best for your health or religion to not get the
vaccine, please consult your doctors and religious leaders to get a pass. I am passionate
about plenty of things. Spending money on an institution that has kept their students
safe is one of them! Arguing with their idiotic parents is not You will be crying either way
— UA requiring vaccines or not having any classes in person. If this upsets you, withdraw
your student.
Once again I love the assumptions on here. I had COVID in Nov-Dec of 2019 was super
sick and I recovered. I also had an uncle 93 who died from it. Another friend in his 40’s,
very healthy man , runner in fact, was hospitalized for over 40 on a vent and has made a
full recovery. So before you ASSume I do not know much about this, without knowing
me, shut up til you do. OH and BTW I have worked in EMS for nearly 20 yrs as well. So I
am more than well aware of this virus. My point is still that I do not and will not ever
agree with our rights being raped from us. And I stand firm when I say you won’t either
when they take one away that you feel passionate about. And believe me we are on that
road.
wrong again. It was my son and all his friends that got upset which has me mad. I
personally got the shot because I had cancer and chose to. My son should also get a
choice of what he puts in his body. That is nobody's choice but his!!!
yes my daughter is the one who is mad also and doesn’t want this vaccine.
Unfortunately the University doesn’t listen to them, instead tries to tell them “they just
don’t understand the facts”

Friday, Aug. 27
Twitter:
•

Is that J&J vaccine I got from you guys cool for this? I am vaccinated now with a vaccine I feel
comfortable with. I do want to register a respectful protest to this policy though on others
behalf as being against the values of liberal humanism, discriminatory, & unethical.
o UA Response: Yes, J&J counts for this. If you haven't yet, you will need to upload your
vaccine record into Med+Proctor. Directions: https://www.uakron.edu/im/onlinenewsroom/images/2021/3-4/med-proctor-instructions.pdf
o I have already uploaded it. Will all boosters also be mandatory in the future? I had a bit
of a reaction to the vaccine that I believe was related to a nasty case of COVID-19 I
survived in January. I’m not sure about jumping right on the booster train with the
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reaction.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I know there are going to be a lot of angry people about this. 8 understand the reason they are
doing this, but I'm also surprised
LETS FUCKING GOOOOOOO
Proud to be an Alum. Good job!
Get vaccinated �
What if we identify as vaccinated?
The vaccines do not stop the spread. Nor do they prevent you from contracting the virus. They
only prevent you from feeling the symptoms of the virus. Meaning you can still contract and get
full blown Covid. What you have is paranoia from a virus with a 99.7/99.9 survival rate.
Lol what a joke
WE LOVE TO SEE IT
Can’t say I’m shocked about this. I got the vaccine and encourage others to do so as well but I
find mandates a step much too far.
One of the few good decisions UA's leadership has made over the last decade. Get vaccinated
people.
I literally never tweet but i just had to hop on and say that this is gross and I’m embarrassed. (-:
LETS GO
Outstanding
As they should
��
Things we LOVE TO SEE
Better late than never, UA!
Absolutely the fuck not
GET VAXXED! NO EXCUSES!
You guys are a joke. If mine wasn’t free I would have never came here. No way anyone should
choose to come here with their own cash. My future kids surely won’t and you guys thought you
had an enrollment problem before

•

@uakron @KentState what you are doing with this mandatory vaccination is wrong you should
all be ashamed that you are forcing these kids to get this

•

Hope you'll compensate your students if they end up ill. Given the Emergency use vax that is
being distributed only is not FDA approved. Not sure how parents will feel if their children
become ill because of your mandate. [screenshots]
https://twitter.com/HowEmbarrassXD/status/1431338426004037633

•

Not @uakron making the vaccination required �
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•

4 days quarantine because I was exposed to someone who tested + for sars-cov-2. Almost
certainly an unvaccinated student in one of my classes. What a waste of my fucking time. Not
quarantining (necessary) but having to quarantine because people won't do the right thing. I
have already seen a few students rolling their eyes when vaccination is mentioned. None in my
microbiology class, thankfully! What weirds me out is these students are 18-19 - not children
but not really adults yet either. How strong is their indoctrination? In a few years, with more
education, will they feel the same way? Will those of us trying to learn (and those teaching!)
alongside freshman students just have to pay the price for their inherited, deliberate ignorance?
#VaccineMandateNow
o Well I tweeted this and like forty minutes later @uakron emailed to say we have a
vaccine mandate, by December 13. Thank you! Woohoo! I look forward to feeling safe
and being able to focus on my studies.

•

Just got an email from the University of Akron stating that all students have to be fully
vaccinated by December 13 and show proof of vaccination

Facebook:
•

Great move, University of Akron!

•

Amazing stuff! So proud of y’all for this choice. Keeping your students safe is a must, especially
with those idiot antivaxers that are putting peoples lives at risk

•

This is absolutely ridiculous especially since vaccinated individuals carry a far greater viral load.
Hope you are prepared for the most expensive year of legal fees in the history of the school!

•

I just think it's funny that the vocal majority in opposition of this decision has either a) the
profile pic with an American flag, b) a banner with the flag and a subtle trump flag, or c) the twofor-one combo

•

Just wondering how UA can go from not requiring any vaccines to suddenly requiring this one.

•

Wait, I thought masks protected us.
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•

Good thing I don’t go here anymore. I bet a lot of people will drop out because who wants to go
to school anyways
o that’s fine by me. At least I won’t have to share my classrooms with idiots.

•

Kudos to my alma mater for making the responsible decision

•

This won't end well. Y'all already had a hard time getting students to enroll as it was. ��
o they won't have many other choices to enroll at either. All going to do it.
o if I had to choose between getting vaccinated n going to Akron U or getting vaccinated
and going to Kent State, guess which one literally everyone is going to pick? All they're
doing is alienating people who haven't gotten the shot. They can't really afford that
o online is starting to sound like a good option.
o kent just mandated it haha. every college will soon be this way.
o Kent mandated earlier today. Depends on your major. Can't study engineering at Kent.
o that's irrelevant, if I'm gonna get vaccinated to go to school, I'm going to a cheaper,
better school instead of failing Akron U. That place has been downhill since 2015.
o Cedarville University is not requiring it AND offers engineering.
https://www.cedarville.edu/covid-plan
o Be careful what engineering major you're looking at. Their civil engineering program is
not ABET accredited yet.

•

It definitely isn’t about the science considering every study out shows that natural immunity
from covid recovery is superior to the jab and in fact getting the vaccine after recovering from
covid puts you at an increased risk of side effects. This is a horrible and politically motivated
decision.
o not one single credible study shows that. Where did you get your "facts", a QAnon
conspiracy website?
o How about the Cleveland clinic for one
o WRONG. https://my.clevelandclinic.org/landing/covid-19-vaccine
o https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2021/08/having-sars-cov-2-once-confers-muchgreater-immunity-vaccine-no-infection-parties

•

A smart move and in-line with what the science actually says. Kudos

•

this is not okay
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•

I feel sorry for your call center staff. They will likely and quite unfortunately get harassed by the
anti-science dummies all up in arms about this.

•

Gonna lose a lot of students lol

•

I think this is the most ridiculous thing a University can do. It should be up to the student and
faculty if they want to get vaccinated. They are the ones that are taking the risk, not the
vaccinated. I tell you right here right now if my son is forced to get vaccinated we are having a
lawyer draw up a document stating that if anything happens to him within a certain time period
after getting vaccinated, we will sue the University for everything they have.
o I'm curious, Did you sue your son's high school because they required the Meningitus
vaccine?
o I’m curious as to why you asked this. She said if something happens to her son meaning
a side effect. Obviously the meningitis vaccine didn’t have side effects for her son hence
the reason why she didn’t sue.
o not even close to the same level of risk. Your analogy is awful!

•

o
o
o

Gotta love how all these schools waited until tuition was paid and they in class to
mandate it...its crap
What happens if you say NO!
 you can't enroll in spring semester
 That's ridiculous!
Most colleges have vaccine requirements. They waited until it was approved by the FDA
to add this one.

•

#proudtobeazip

•

how is this okay? so now my education is dependent on a vaccine.
o so wrong, my local college was planning on charging unvaccinated students $700 a
semester �

•

330toGo page: University of Akron News (shared post)
o Akron already is an awful college. All these colleges mandating it, will see a loss in
attendance now. Before y’all jump and say needing vaccines for college isn’t new…. I
never had to get any shots when I attended here.
 Kent and the college I’m going to in PA is also requiring it Majority of colleges
are going to so I wouldn’t say Akron is bad for this
 Akron’s been awful for years. I went there for 4 years and hated it… I was an
exercise major and they had me down as education major for almost 3 years
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though I do agree Akron has some major issues, I’m just saying requiring the
vaccine isn’t a negative. What’s a negative is them letting go of almost all their
staff (the best of the best usually) and hiring temp professors in their place.
 and though colleges usually don’t require shots, they are STRONGLY
encouraged. Hepatitis shots for example, should be mandatory and I’m
surprised they’re not.
 did your elementary school?
 probably… don’t know if it was mandated but I got them (clearly wasn’t my
choice)… that was the last time I had any shots, too. Didn’t get one for middle or
high school like they wanted nor did I get one for college…
 it was mandated. MMR vaccinations. This is no different.
What's really interesting to me is the difference in comments between U of A
announcement and KSU announcement.
You do realize the fda approved fentanyl also so that’s not that big of mind changer for
me should be personal choice especially with the ultra high survival rate.
 fda also approves cigarettes which ain’t safe for anyone.
I feel sorry for all the students Nobody knows what this will do to their children
This is bs. So your telling me. In order for me to pay you to take classes I need a vaccine.
Wow we are no longer a free country! It should be a choice period!
 The part thay worries me is that none of the companies are liable for damage
caused by vaccines. I think if that were removed more people would get them
willingly.
 and you have the choice not to enroll in higher ed this fall
 you people are all idiots it funny! I’m well educated by the way! Have you heard
of communism? Probably not!
 you don't believe in choices and freedom. And with the vaccine if something
happens the vaccine company isn't responsible. How is that funny your funny
for your comment? Well I could say something else but I won't to be nice.
 you do have a choice. You don’t HAVE to go to school there!
Sad, Sad, Sad. Freedom are gone.
It should be an individual choice. It should NOT be required to keep a job or attend a
school. Go to a university that let’s you have freedom of choice
Oh Lord the poor people who have to work the phones at that call center


o
o
o
o
o

o
o
o

Parent Group - Facebook:
•

Are you refunding paid tuition??

•

My son is supposed to graduate next year from Akron. I, as his mother, respected him enough to
make his own decision on the vaccine since he’s an adult. I am vaccinated so I’m certainly not
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against it but don’t think anyone should be forced into it. My other son was getting ready to also
enroll in Akron next year, not any more.
o good luck finding a college that isn't also requiring it! You'll need luck
o Grove City College in PA does not require it.
o just wait, most colleges are starting to announce it now.
o also, not really surprising given that it's a tiny little religious school. I just meant a school
that people are actually more interested in like public university with more student to
care for.
o Perhaps. (I'm watching because my daughter goes there.) Although they won a Supreme
Court Case to protect their freedom and independence.
https://www.gcc.edu/Home/Our-Story/Faith-Freedom/Supreme-Court-Case
o Lol yeah idk if that link was the most convincing that they do the right thing.... I feel as a
woman that starting a video with how proud you are of a college refusing to support
title nine laws just goes to show how little they care about students

•

Can student go remote if they don’t want the jab??
o I’d like to know this too.
o The University of Akron I’d like an answer to this as well.
o The University of Akron I would like the answer to this also
o Please let house bill HB 248 pass and end all this!!!
o Since the vaccinated contract, spread, & even die from the virus- a better idea would
be- IF YOU ARE AFRAID, OR HIGH RISK- STAY HOME, GO REMOTE. Stop dictating to
everyone else how to live- we are not all in the same situation

•

Isn't that convenient after students have started the semester and the university got paid. Will
they be honoring refunds for those who decide to transfer?
o Good point!
o YES!!! They knew what their decision on this matter would be before the semester even
began!
o This was absolutely intentional and financially motivated. Part of the reason my son
followed through with enrollment is because of in-person instruction and the university
NOT requiring vaccine. Such a gross misconduct of leadership. Students are at the age of
accountability to make informed decisions about their own education, finances,
mentors, politics, etc. The University of Akron is already failing them on all fronts.
o my daughter came back for the same reasons & I agree with you wholeheartedly about
the leaderships gross misconduct!
o Well stated! You speak for THOUSANDS OF US. WAKE UP U of A!!!! Wrong decision! We
have FREEDOM. THE SILENT MAJORITY ISN'T GOING TO TAKE IT ANYMORE.

•

Criminal. Reverse this decision. If you insist on requiring this, then we need to insist the U of A
insure each student you require to receive jab against their free will, for any & all losses incured
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from any jab side effects or injuries. YOU SHOULD BE ASHAMED OF YOURSELVES FOR
REQUIRING THIS. WHAT IS WRONG WITH YOU?

•

Who do you people think you're keeping safe?? Are you living under rocks? Even vaccinated
people CAN & DO transmit this! And CAN and DO die from it AFTER GETTING THE SHOT!!!! Just
because it's approved doesn't mean you should be able to FORCE people to get a still
EXPIERIMENTAL shot. Do you know long term effects of it??? Then you're gonna try to force
people to get "boosters". If this is the "save all" then why the hell doesn't it last more than a few
months....or so they say. This is a bunch of bullshit and shame on you Akron University. I'm
ashamed and disgusted that MY child attends your school. It's absolutely disgusting that you
think you have the authority to blackmail people into getting this "shot". I hope all of you that
make these decisions get it and so do your families and I pray they don't have any side effects or
still get Covid. Blackmail, bribery and inducing fear is what's making people get this. It has a
99.9% recovery rate....what part of that is so damn scary that you're willing to inject yourself
with God knows what???
o it’s FDA approved. Millions of Americans have been vaccinated so far. It’s not
experimental. It’s necessary and the thing that will end all these shutdowns and the
need for masks
o it is EXPIERIMENTAL. When have they ever approved a shot so fast?? Never! And why
because it takes yrs to know side effects down the road....and just because it's approved
doesn't make it right and magical. Have ya heard of Zantac? It was approved too and
look at what it has done. By all means if you wanna shoot yourself up with who knows
what you go right ahead. I have the right to choose not to. Last time I checked my body,
my choice. For some reason the vaxxers don't believe we should have choices anymore.
Sorry I don't fall in that category
o oh and have you not heard? People who have gotten the shot can/do carry it and
can/do get sick and can/do die from Covid. This is all I'm going to say about this. You do
you but I have the RIGHT and the FREEDOM, because last time I checked I lived in the
United States of America, land of the FREE to NOT get it!! No one, not even the clown in
the White House, has the right to take that from me. Just as I don't have the right to tell
you you cannot get it. I hope you have a great day and stay safe by whatever that
method is for you.
o It does if enough people get vaxxed. And the symptoms are less severe if you do get a
breakthrough infection.
o it’s not approved RE-READ THE PAPERWORK THATS ON LINE. It says that this vaccine will
be Extended for further trial. do some research and read the paperwork it’s all online
from Pfizer themselves
o further more if you let a dictator tell you what to do then it shouldn’t be hard for you to
put Restraints on where you can eat and where you can live and what you can spend
your money on this is coming be prepared
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•

Will this be mandatory every 8 months for boosters? Students are giving up bodily autonomy
and medical freedom for a virus with a 99.9% survival rate for their age group.

•

Uncalled for, extremely wrong, total control bullshit!!!

•

Thank you UA for keeping everyone safe. I applaud you!

•

Shame on UA. What freedom will be next?? Stayed tuned as the USA becomes a communist
nation.

•

Thank you Akron. Good decision.

•

Thank you, UA.

•

Finally! Such a good decision!

•

What happened to medical freedom? My body, my choice?

•

My kid had to other vaccinations befor even getting on campus
o those have data on long term effects. The covid shot does not.

•

What about students who are medically unable to get the vaccine? What do they need to
present?
o UA Response: There is an exemption request form for medical reasons, which can be
found at uakron.edu/return-to-campus under "Vaccine Requirement"

•

Guess if everyone is vaccinated. No one will need to wear masks.

•

This is bullshit.

PRR22-03-08-297 000288

Instagram DMs:
•

Have fun trying to enforce vaccinated students. Very very very disappointed UA does not
support civil liberties of human beings. I will encourage students to not attend Akron in the
future.

•

Please don’t force me to get the vaccine. PLEASE

•

I am incredibly disappointed in the university for their choice to support a vaccine mandate. This
directly contradicts a students choice to make free choices about their health. While I realize
that vaccines are vital to public health, the long term effects of such a new vaccine are not
known. I sincerely hope course is reversed, before lawsuits begin to form. -A tuition paying
student …

•

As an alumni of UA I feel it is wrong in many ways to mandate something that doesn’t pertain to
everyone’s beliefs. As a public school it isn’t right to restrict your students freedoms. Consider
Allowing the option for the Unvaccinated to attend class virtual as you did before. Do not punish
and discriminate whether you are or are not vaccinated. In the meantime I will encourage all
students and future students to explore an opportunity where they are able to make decisions
for themselves, after all without them the school is nothing. They are paying for their education
and deserve the right to decide for themselves what they get in return. I am ashamed to be
associated with a university that has fallen to such low standards and does not consider what
the students of the school want.

•

This school is already at a low with getting students and then you require the vaccine. This place
will be turning into a community college soon
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Call Center FAQs
Why is the University of Akron requiring vaccinations?

We're doing it to keep you and your classmates/colleagues safe and healthy. The
rising prevalence of the more transmissible Delta variant is fueling the resurgence of
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations – including in young and otherwise healthy
people. With the news that the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has granted full
approval to the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, The University of Akron will require every
student, faculty, contract professional and staff member to be vaccinated against
COVID-19, and to provide proof of that vaccination history. The University is taking
this step because vaccines are the safest and most effective form of protection
against COVID-19. We are focused on enhancing the health and safety of our
community.
The good news is that the combination of vaccination and mask wearing is effective
at slowing down the spread of COVID-19 and keeping us safe. That is why we are
implementing our vaccine requirement with urgency as well as continuing
our policy to require everyone to wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination
status, (except for private offices and residences).
Are Vaccinations Safe?
According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), more than 363 million doses of
COVID-19 vaccine have been given in the United States from December 14, 2020,
through August 23, 2021.
COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective. COVID-19 vaccines were evaluated in
tens of thousands of participants in clinical trials. The vaccines met the Food and
Drug Administration’s (FDA) rigorous scientific standards for safety, effectiveness
and manufacturing quality needed to support emergency use authorization before
receiving full approval.
We realize that vaccinations may not be for everyone due to health, sincerely held
religious beliefs or for reasons of conscience. For those in these categories we
have created an exemption process. The process and forms can be found
at www.uakron.edu/return-to-campus by following the vaccinations information link.
What is the deadline for vaccination to meet the requirement?
The deadline for all University of Akron students, faculty, contract professionals and
staff to be fully vaccinated is Monday, December 13, 2021.
Which COVID-19 vaccines qualify for this requirement?
A COVID-19 vaccine will qualify under this policy if the vaccine has:

Full U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approval

FDA Emergency Use Authorization (EUA)

World Health Organization (WHO) Emergency Use Listing (EUL)
As of August 23, 2021, Pfizer (2 dose) has received full FDA approval. Johnson &
Johnson/Janssen (1 dose) and Moderna (2 dose) have FDA EUA.
For the status of COVID-19 vaccines included on the WHO EUL, please see
the WHO’s (World Health Organization) COVID-19 vaccine website.
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What if I do not get either a COVID-19 vaccine or an exemption by the
December 13, 2021, deadline?
If an individual is not either fully vaccinated or has received approval for an
exemption by the December 13, 2021, deadline:
For students:

Starting in Spring 2022, existing students will be ineligible to participate
in on-campus experiences, including in-person classes or living in the
residence halls.

Students who intend to enroll for the first time in Spring 2022 will be
subject to the same vaccination requirements to participate in in-person
classes, live in University residence halls or otherwise take part in oncampus experiences.
For faculty, staff, and contract professionals:

Further progressive discipline in keeping with University policy and
collective bargaining agreements.
I am concerned that I might miss work or class due to the side effects of the
vaccine.
Students, faculty, contract professionals and staff should stay home when they are
feeling sick — regardless of the reason they believe they are feeling ill.
If students are feeling sick after a vaccination, they should contact their instructors
as they would for any other illness to make arrangements. Instructors are
encouraged to provide flexibility in these cases.
If faculty or staff members are feeling sick after a vaccination, they may use sick
time to stay home. They should follow the normal process for informing their
manager or chair when they are sick. If they do not have leave balances, they
should contact their HR professional for assistance.
Who will have access to my vaccination data?
Individual vaccination data will be shared only to the extent needed for compliance
and non-compliance measures and for public health purposes such as contact
tracing.
I am working remotely. Does this policy apply to me?
Maybe. You are exempt from this policy if you do not have any on campus
presence. However, if you plan to be on campus to use office space, attend
meetings, or engage in-person activities then this policy applies to you.
All my classes are on-line. Does this policy apply to me?
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Maybe. If all your classes are on-line yet you want to use the library, visit friends, or
attend an on-campus in-person activity, then you must be vaccinated or seek an
exemption.
What exemptions are allowed under this policy?
Health-related
An individual can request a health-related exemption through submission of
appropriate documentation from their treating health care provider. Any healthrelated exemptions will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by Human Resources
for employees and/or Student Health Services for students.
In addition, those with a history of allergic reactions to other vaccines or medical
injections will be considered for exemptions on a case-by-case basis with
appropriate documentation of the allergic reaction provided by the individual’s
treating health care provider.
Religious or Reasons of Conscience
An exemption based on an individual’s sincerely held religious beliefs or reasons of
conscience can be requested. Employees and students must submit a request for
religious and personal exemptions. As part of the request, the employee must
attest to their reason for exemption and provide an explanation. All religious and
personal exemptions for students will be reviewed by Student Health Services, Dean
of Students, and with the Office of General Counsel. Exemptions for employees will
be reviewed by EEO.
What does Religious or Reason of Conscience mean?
A religious or conscientious exemption may be granted if (i) the individual holds
sincere religious beliefs, practice, or observance that are contrary to the practice of
vaccination or holds a sincere moral or philosophical conviction, such as the
conviction that health and disease should not be controlled by vaccination.
Where can I get an exemption form?
Forms are available at www.uakron.edu/return-to-campus and
then following the Vaccination information tab.
Will I have to face more stringent health protocols if I receive an exemption?
Yes. For the health and safety of our community, individuals who receive an
exemption from being vaccinated will be subject to complete frequent up-to-weekly
COVID-19 testing (this applies to students, faculty, contract professionals and
staff).
Can I submit an exemption after my first dose if I do not feel safe getting
another?
We strongly encourage everyone to complete their vaccination series to maximize
the effectiveness. If someone has an extenuating circumstance that warrants an
exemption, that process will still be available.

PRR22-03-08-297 000293

If I have already received my vaccination, or once I do, how do I report that
information?
You should upload your vaccination records into Med+Proctor. A link and
instructions are located at www.uakron.edu/return-to-campus or follow the COVID19 tab on the University website homepage.
How does this impact students in the College Credit Plus, Akron Early
College, or National Inventors Hall of Fame STEM High School students?
The University of Akron will not require students in the College Credit Plus, Akron
Early College, or National Inventors Hall of Fame STEM High School programs to be
vaccinated. These students should follow vaccination guidance provided by their
home school district.

I work on campus every week but not for the University; do I need to be
vaccinated?
Although we would require you to wear a mask while inside any of our campus
buildings you should follow the guidance of your employer for vaccination
requirements.
I am an incoming international student and do not have access to one
of the vaccines on the list. Can I get vaccinated after arrival?
The University is currently working with local vaccination providers to offer
vaccinations to students, faculty, staff and contract professionals. As those
opportunities become available, we will post them on our COVID-19 guide, at
www.uakron.edu.
Condition of employment for new hires
Employment offers contingent on providing proof of vaccination status or becoming fully
vaccinated within 60 days (open to discussion) of hire, absent an approved
exemption based on medical or religious needs or for reasons of conscience.
I am a new student for Spring 2022. Will I need to be vaccinated?
Yes, you should be vaccinated and have your vaccination records up-loaded
to Med+Proctor prior to attending any on-campus classes or events.
I heard Ohio made it illegal to required COVID-19 vaccines?
The Ohio 134th General Assembly, Amended House Bill 244 goes into effect October
13, 2021. It prohibits a state institution of higher education from requiring an
individual to receive a vaccine for which the United States Food and Drug
Administration has not granted full approval. Section 3792.04. Division (B)(1).
Though it was legally permissible to require vaccination up to October 12, UA and
other public universities in the state waited for full FDA approval so that students
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and employees would have clear instructions about vaccine requirements. There
have been reports in the media about additional measures being proposed in the
Ohio House and Senate, but so far those remain in various committees and their
likelihood of becoming a bill for a floor vote is unknown.
If I currently work totally remote as an instructor and I have a testing
exemption, do I have to file for a vaccine exemption?
Yes, we would suggest it. Currently they are two different approval systems and
although they may be merged in the future just to make sure that there is no misunderstanding, we suggest that you submit the additional form
Does this change any refund, add or drop dates this semester?
No. All current dates for refunds, or adding / dropping classes will remain the same.
When is the next vaccination clinic?
Currently our health care partners, Klein's Pharmacy, can administer a vaccination
to faculty, staff or students M-Th from 8am until noon at the Quaker Square
residence hall ballroom. The address for Quaker Square is 130 Mill St. Akron Ohio
44325
How long does it take for exemption approval?
Generally it takes 1-2 days. However, we are experiencing a higher than normal
request volume, so please allow some additional time.
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From: covid
Sent: Thursday, September 9, 2021 10:51 AM
To: Eric Green <egreen1@uakron.edu>
Cc: James P Gilbride <jpg2@uakron.edu>
Subject: FW: Selected for Covid-19 Testing

PRR22-03-08-297 000296

FYI – this is the second law student who has emailed today requesting an FDA approved test so obviously they are talking amongst themselves to send
these emails.
Avril
From: Nathanael Smith <njs121@uakron.edu>
Sent: Thursday, September 9, 2021 10:42 AM
To: covid <covid@uakron.edu>
Subject: Re: Selected for Covid-19 Testing

University of Akron - COVID,
I received the below notification of testing on September 8, 2021. I proceeded to schedule the COVID test per University policy. During
scheduling, it was communicated that Klein Pharmacy representatives will use the Abbot antigen test.
The Abbot antigen tests are only approved for emergency use authorization (EUA) by the FDA (https://www.fda.gov/media/147251/download,
https://www.fda.gov/media/141567/download, https://www.fda.gov/media/147256/download, https://www.fda.gov/media/147261/download).  
Both the federal regulations and the Nuremberg Code provide that no one can force a human being to participate in experimental treatment or
medical procedures. See 21 U.S. Code Sec.360bbb-3(e)(1)(A)(ii)(III) (https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/21/360bbb-3) and see The
Nuremberg Code (https://research.unc.edu/human-research-ethics/resources/ccm3_019064/).
"The voluntary consent of the human subject is absolutely essential" (in medical experiments) - The Nuremberg Code
Furthermore, 21 U.S.C Sec. 360bbb and The Nuremberg Code are consistent with Ohio House Bill 244 signed into law by Ohio Governor Mike
DeWine, prohibiting Ohio universities from requiring EUA procedures and discriminating against individuals who have not (or in this case have
not disclosed) vaccine status (https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/solarapi/v1/general_assembly_134/bills/hb244/EN/06/hb244_06_EN?
format=pdf).
I do not consent to the use of EUA medical procedures and Akron University cannot require an employee or student to subject themselves to
be an experimental subject. I hereby request that Akron University provide an alternative means of COVID-19 testing that is fully approved by
the FDA and is not an EUA medical procedure.  
In good faith and per the University's request, I am scheduled for a test with Klein Pharmacy on September 14, 2021, at 12:40pm.
Please let me know what alternative and fully approved COVID-19 test the University can provide and or what reasonable accommodation the
University can make while we determine an appropriate course of action. To expedite a solution, feel free to call me on my cell phone, 440-8218556.
Best regards,
-Dr. Nathanael J. Smith
JD Candidate
University of Akron School of Law
njs121@uakron.edu

From: covid <covid@uakron.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, September 8, 2021 11:31 AM
To: Nathanael Smith <njs121@uakron.edu>
Subject: Selected for Covid-19 Testing

NOTIFICATION OF TESTING

Dear Nathanael:
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As part of the University's effort to reduce the spread of COVID, we require regular testing for those who have not been vaccinated and those
who have not shared proof of vaccination. You have been selected for mandatory COVID-19 testing on campus the week of September 13.
Please read this email carefully as it has the answers to some of the most common questions and/or problems.

How do I get tested?

Sign up here for an appointment between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday through Thursday. These are the only days/times that Klein’s
Pharmacy has representatives on-campus available to conduct testing. Tests will be done in the Quaker Square Ballroom (enter through
doors 1 or 22; look for signs). Please see the map for the location of Quaker Square.
Please remember to put on a face mask before entering the building.
Please arrive no more than five minutes before your appointment and bring your UA ID with you, if you do not have a UA ID you can bring
a driver’s license or other state ID. A test should take about 20 minutes if your results are negative.
As soon as your results are ready, a trained Klein's Pharmacy representative will walk you through your results and follow-up instructions.
Klein’s will be sending reminder emails the day of the appointment and there is a cancel appointment option as well.
If you want/need a copy of your test result, please let them know at the time of testing.
Do not wait until the week that you are supposed to test to schedule.

How can I avoid the testing?
If you have been vaccinated, upload a copy of your card (front side or both sides if there is information there as well) at no cost to
UA's Med+Proctor site. Please make sure to follow the instructions found in How to upload. The fees advertised on Med+Proctor are
optional, and you don’t have to pay to upload your information. Please review prompts closely to bypass these optional paid services. You
will get an email from Med+Proctor once they verify your information.
Please do not email the University a copy of your vaccination card.
If you are taking all of your classes completely on-line and will not be on-campus for any reason this semester, you do not have to test.
We offer vaccination clinics on campus at no out-of-pocket expense. Klein’s Pharmacy will offer the Johnson & Johnson one-dose vaccine on the
Akron campus, Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the Quaker Square Ballroom (map). No appointment necessary.
Additionally, it is easy to get vaccinated at sites throughout the region. See the benefits of getting a COVID vaccine.

About the test
Klein’s will use Abbott antigen tests. If someone tests positive, then the results will be immediately confirmed by a PCR test. Types of testing.
What if I ignore this requirement?
Students who disregard the testing requirement will be referred to the Department of Student Conduct and Community Standards, where they
will face increasingly progressive discipline that may include warnings, probation, fees, and restrictions on campus activity.
Branch campus students can choose to defer from testing at this time unless you also have classes at the main campus.
Employees who disregard the testing requirement will face appropriate progressive discipline.
Questions?
More information can be found here.
Please write to covid@uakron.edu if you still have questions, and we will follow up.
Thank you
The testing is an important part of our effort to keep campus safe and open. We appreciate your cooperation.
THE UNIVERSITY OF AKRON

